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As always, Eastsider News is a fabulous cornucopia 
of material. We salute our many contributors who 
send us such a diversity of interesting and well-
written material. 
The environment, climate change and sustainability 
are major themes in this edition. In her article on this 
page, Barbara Fraser points to some very disturbing 
statistics about what is happening to our world. Her 
theme is picked up by several others including a 
discussion of the concept of sustainability, the role of 
planning in climate policy, personal stories, transport 
and trees.
As Russell Shiells says in his article on this page, the 
call for an Indigenous Voice is a hot topic at present. 
This is further covered in a report of the Building 
Bridges Through Story initiative by Manningham 
United Church.
This edition recognises several people who have 
made significant contributions to our region and 

A Merry Christmas to us all 
… and a happier New Year
Australians have much to look forward to this festive 
season, and much to reflect upon as 2022 draws to a 
close. 
A year ago, we were still living under COVID’s grim cloud; 
there were still long queues at local PCR test centres, 
face masks had become the norm and crowded venues 
were to be avoided. Within a few months most of us 
were vaccinated, venturing out more confidently and 
welcoming a return to normal life… almost.

Against this was the global shockwave generated by 
Russia’s February invasion of Ukraine. The effects of this 
vicious campaign reverberate still, on the other side of 
the world, while our own sunburnt country has endured 
another spate of devastating floods. 
A decisive change of leadership federally and an even 
more decisive endorsement of our Victorian state 
government brought with them the positive promise of 
national stability. 
Sadly, in July, we mourned the passing of William (Bill) 
Chandler, OAM, the man who kick-started Eastsider 
News. It was Bill who saw a way to fill the information 
vacuum left by local newspaper closures. He gathered 

Visions of Hope
an exhibition by Glen Iris artists
– Russell Shiells

One of the hot questions being discussed today is what 
Voice, Truth and Treaty mean. And what do we hope 
for? In an exciting group exhibition, ‘Visions of Hope,’ 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australian artists have 
joined together to explore these themes.
This new exhibition in the Murnong Gallery, in the heart of 
upper Glen Iris, is now open. You will find highly sought 
after works by Glenn Loughrey who has been a finalist in 
several major prizes. View creative painted logs by Mark 
Lumley, paintings of country by Maddison Thorpe and 
Dylan Charles, and paintings by Russell Shiells, a local 
artist of Scottish heritage. All these works carry stories of 
history and hope.
The centrepiece in the exhibition is a mandala of 
painted wood, fabric and branches. ‘Bark Mandala’ 
is a collaboration with Uncle Shane Charles, Maddy 
Rzesniowieki and Sarah Naarden. Uncle Shane created 
the centre of the bark mandala in response to reading 
‘Dear Son’ from Thomas Mayo, a signatory of the Uluru 
Statement of the Heart. The layers of stringy bark, paper 
bark, red earth and native flowers were foraged from 
Wurundjeri and Boon Wurrung Country and arranged by 
Maddy and Sarah.
Glenn Loughrey is a Wiradjuri artist, an author and, as an 
Anglican priest, the first Indigenous person to become 
a Canon in 141 years. Loughrey’s work is both a lament 
and celebration of Country. His overriding concern is for 
the ongoing impacts of colonisation and the resilience 
and resistance of Indigenous peoples, not as victims or 
survivors, but as Sovereign Peoples of this land.
Loughrey has been both finalist and shortlisted in the 
Doug Moran Portrait Prize (2017, 2018) and has held 
a number of solo exhibitions. In 2020, he was a finalist 
in the Paddington Art Prize, the Mandorla Art Prize, 

and the Blake Art Prize; and has just completed a large 
glass installation at St Paul’s Cathedral. He said, ‘This 
exhibition is the perfect way to use our new gallery 
space. The artists’ works really encapsulate the spirit of 
hope and will give our visitors the chance to experience 
and learn more of our heritage.’

Uncle Shane Charles is a Wurundjeri – 
Boon Wurrung – Yorta Yorta elder. Of his 
painting, he says ‘This painting reflects 
the spirit within as all living things have 

Spirit. We are all connected by energy and 
spirit. This painting hopes that all spirits on 

this land live in hope of a better place, where we can join 
together as one for a better future.’
Russell Shiells added ‘My paintings, in a more western 
and contemporary style, have found new resonance 
being displayed beside the heartfelt work of our First 
Nations artists. Their portrayal of Country gives a 
context to the stories I tell. In this gallery, themes of 
truth and art go hand-in-hand, making it the perfect 
place to host this exhibition.’
Murnong Gallery is at 100 High Street, Glen Iris. It is 
open from 11am to 4pm Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
until 29 January 2023. Or you can make an appointment 
by contacting Glenn Loughrey on 0418 911 714.

In This Edition much wider. This includes a long past Camberwell 
resident AGM (George) Michell, an engineer who 
needs to be better known for the impact he had on 
shipbuilding worldwide and other inventions. 
And what would we do without the many service 
organisations in our area. We report on the activities 
of groups such as Rotary, Lions, Neighbourhood 
Watch and several others that help make this a good 
place to live. 
But not all is so serious. We have a collection of 
poems that range from the nonsensical to the 
contemplative. Music is covered by our regular 
columnist Mike Daly and even Agatha Christie fans 
are catered for. Several items discuss the many things 
you can do in your downtime – wander around a 
local market, take a walk with our favourite canine 
Maximillian von Schnauzer or visit an art exhibition.
So, let’s get started. Don’t just scan the newspaper 
once but come back and read through at your leisure. 
Each time you come back, you will find something 
different to keep you reading.
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a team of like-minded locals and set about creating 
the online newspaper you are now reading. 
Eastsider News is his living legacy.
Finally, dear readers, as Christmas draws 
nigh and the bells ding-
dong merrily on high, we 
send you our best wishes 
for a merry celebration 
and a 2023 filled 
with peace and 
prosperity.

The Eastsider News team

Climate Crisis realities
– Barbara Fraser

At a recent Climate Council webinar (Climate 
Leadership: COP27 and International Action, 15 
November 2022), Professor David Karoly gave an 
overview on the current climate crisis, in which he 
set out some stark and troubling statistics.
Extremes in weather will increase until the world 

takes urgent emissions reduction. Warming 
should start falling in 2100 but the sea level 
will continue rising for the next 300 years, 
especially in the Pacific.
In Australia, specific emissions reduction 

measures include ending our fossil fuel mining 
and exports; sticking to the Paris 1.5 limit via our 

70% emissions reduction by 2030 and net zero by 
2040; and helping the world extract carbon from the 

atmosphere.
Australia, along with countries such as the US can 
become a renewable energy superpower. Let’s see 
what our government decides to undertake next, and 
what COP27 achieves re international climate aid from 
rich to poor countries.
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of people and facilitating environmentally and energy 
efficient buildings, it does not directly address climate 
change risks.
This would suggest that the regulatory framework 
focuses on the building as a thing in itself and pays 
scant attention to its impact on its surroundings. Is this 
the reason why so much new building in our local region 
begins with the excavation of a huge hole stretching 
virtually from one boundary to the other? 
Do the regulators recognise that these concrete lined 
basements interrupt the seepage of water into the 
subsoil and replenishment of the water table? How about 
the increased footprint of buildings, which encroaches 
on the space for trees to establish an effective and 
sustainable root system? Have they noticed that 
Melbourne soils are drying out at an alarming rate and 
our tree canopy is under threat? Is it recognised that the 
expansion of dark-coloured and impermeable surfaces 
in both the private and public sector is contributing to a 
growing heat island effect?
The Victorian Planning and Environment Act 1987 
provides a framework for urban planning and the use and 
development of land. Planning schemes include planning 
provisions that specifically reference climate change 
and the natural hazards amplified by it. These planning 
schemes are managed by local councils and include local 
flood mitigation infrastructure.
The Adaptation Plan reports that existing town drainage 
and flood-reduction infrastructure were designed for 
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people, explore their website at 
www.wurundjeri.com.au

Wandering around our suburbs after the recent deluges, 
it is manifestly apparent that our built environment is 
not well designed to withstand the impacts of climate 
change. Huge flows of storm water rush down the 
gutters, pour out of the drains, flood down driveways and 
across roads and cause flash flooding on low lying land 
and in our river systems. 
This suggests that current storm water management 
and drainage systems cannot cope with the increasing 
frequency and size of torrential downpours. Predictions 
are that these storm events will get significantly heavier 
in the future as temperatures rise. This points to the need 
to ask searching questions about existing systems of 
planning and building regulations. Do changes need to 
be made to ensure our built environment is resilient and 
can withstand these events and does not contribute to 
making them worse? 
In February 2022, the Victorian State Government 
released its Built Environment Adaptation Action Plan 
2022-2026. The Plan defines the built environment as 
including the places and structures built or developed for 
human occupation, use and enjoyment. It consequently 
falls within the scope of Victoria’s building regulatory 
framework. 
The Plan notes that while the regulation deals with 
building standards to protect the health and safety 

previous climatic conditions. In more recent times, the 
Cities of Boroondara and Whitehorse have espoused the 
principles of water sensitive urban design in their water 
management strategies. Whitehorse defines this as ‘… 
systems such as rain gardens, street tree pits, infiltration 
systems [to] help reduce pollutants from stormwater, 
naturalise flow regimes and support urban greening’. 
Are the current, locally focused approaches sufficient 
to cope with this increasing problem? Findings from a 
number of case studies revealed the importance of water 
sensitive urban design being integrated across different 
urban functions, stakeholders, and levels of government. 
The development of a coordinated management plan 
for Gardiners Creek (KooyongKoot) led by Melbourne 
Water and the City of Stonnington with members from all 
local councils through which the creek flows provides an 
example of how this could be done. 
The risks that climate change poses to the built 
environment in our particular region are driven by factors 
specific to a long-established urban area with ageing 
infrastructure that is experiencing significant regeneration 
and changing demographics. Policy and regulatory 
responses need to be closely integrated and systemic 
across all levels of government. Local Government has 
a central role in ensuring that the planning and building 
laws and regulations they are required to implement are 
fit for purpose and sufficiently robust to deal with an 
escalating climate emergency.
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Credits and contacts
The informal group who initiated the idea which has evolved into Independent 
Community News Group Incorporated and Eastsider News were Bill Chandler, Michael 
Hassett, Allan Havelock, Joy Mettam, Anne Young, and John Malvestuto. From this 
small beginning, a growing network of community minded people are taking an interest 
in being involved in its ongoing development. The current editorial team comprises 
Anne Young, John Malvestuto, Joy Mettam, and Mike Daly.
Our volunteer helpers are an important part of ensuring our continuity. We are 
particularly grateful to Glenys Grant and Sal Dugan who have very ably helped compile 
this edition. If you are interested in joining the team, please talk to us.
The primary contact point for Independent Community News Group 
Incorporated and Eastsider News is eastsidernews1@gmail.com . 

Santa and musicians 
put ‘Merry’ into Christmas 
at Greythorn Central
– Yolanda Torrisi

Come and be part of a very Merry Christmas at Greythorn 
Central. On the first three Saturdays in December from 
10am to 1pm, Santa is visiting with a sack filled with 
lolly giveaways. Don’t fret if you missed the first two 
Saturdays. There is still lots of fun and music to be had 
on Saturday, 17 December.
While Santa is roaming the streets of 
Greythorn Central, the bold and brassy 
Jazz Associates duo will be entertaining 
visitors with the sounds of their amazing 
horns as they play all those wonderful 
Christmas tunes. 
Families and friends are invited to chillax on 
Saturday 17 December from 10am to 1pm. 
Come for brunch, coffee or lunch at one of 
the many cafés, takeaways and restaurants 
at Greythorn Central and enjoy the free 
entertainment and lolly giveaways.

Quizing Questions
Thank you, David Astle 
for allowing us to use 
your intriguing, teasing,  
and frustrating quizlings that can 
drive a person to distraction. 
These come from his book, 
Puzzled. You will find the answers 
on page 16 of this edition.

1. If the surfie is wiped out, and the baker pie-
eyed, how drunk did these other four get at 
the gala? As shown, some have more than one 
answer. You may well create your own fitting 
descriptions.

Meteorologist (1), Panel Beater (3), Taxidermist (2) 
Soldier (3)

2. Can you reconnect these 14 fragments to spell 
a pun-ful cosmological question? No mixing is 
needed, just rearrange the fragments.

AN CH DZ EC EL EN HM IA IC NS TO TR UL WO
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Too much traffic?
– Chris Trueman

Too much traffic around your local school at the 
beginning and end of the day? Bicycle Network believes 
it has the answer to this.
The group aims to get ‘More People Cycling More Often’. 
It partners with local schools and councils to advocate 
the benefits of active transport under its Ride2School 
program. The major elements of the program are as 
follows:
•	Bicycle Network’s Ride2School team partner with 

schools and local authorities to facilitate special days 
where the streets surrounding a school are dedicated to 
active transport only. 

•	Opening the streets to walking, riding, scooting or 
skating instead of motor vehicles gives a small taste of 
what a more sustainable community can look like.

•	Open Streets days are carefully 
planned, with signage, traffic control 
and pre-event communication 
between schools, councils and 
residents. Drop-off points a short 
distance from the gates are 
also installed so that 
families who live further 
away can drive part-way 
and still enjoy the fun.

Who would like to see this change 
outside your school?
The difference between the before and after photographs 
here is impressive. But we need to move on from 
special days where the streets surrounding a school are 
dedicated to active transport only. Let’s try it over a week, 
or a month or even permanently!
Check out this video https://tinyurl.com/bdft5y29 
showing how this can, and does, happen every day 
at schools elsewhere. Encourage your local council 
to get in contact with Bicycle Network at https://
www.bicyclenetwork.com.au/rides-and-events/
ride2school/#contact and organise an Open Street Day 
for your school. To learn more about Bicycle Network, go 
to https://www.bicyclenetwork.com.au/about-us/.
Chris Trueman is a committee member of the Whitehorse 
Active Transport Action Group. 

Don’t just get on your bike
– stay on it!
– Graeme Stone

Have you or friends said, ‘I used to ride but my 
balance isn’t what it used to be’? Or ‘I haven’t 
the strength to ride up hills any more’ or maybe 
‘I like riding with the group, but I can’t keep up and it’s 
embarrassing.’ Here’s a way to keep upright. You’ve 
certainly heard about e-bikes, but what about e-trikes? 
Many factors lead to a person giving up on the life-long 
enjoyment of riding for errands or social activities. Older 
people or those with limited mobility often progress 
to an electric mobility scooter without being aware of 
alternatives. A lifelong cyclist may well appreciate riding 
an e-trike so they can continue to be active while having 
all the advantages of a mobility scooter. 
Trikes were once shunned because of stability problems 
when cornering. But a new addition on the market of a 
luxury tilting e-trike from Kwolity, changes all that. You 
might say it puts a new tilt on things!
In early 2023 WATAG (Whitehorse Active Transport 
Action Group) is planning a community event – an older 

cycling Expo – to demonstrate practical alternatives for 
maintaining active transport for people not comfortable 
on two wheels or who have reduced power to cycle or 
reduced ability to walk.
People with reduced mobility or those who are less 
confident or comfortable on only two wheels may find a 
solution among the vehicles we aim to display. We plan 
to display eBikes, e-Trikes, tilting e-Trike and recumbent 
Trikes and to enable you to test ride these.
Watch for details in the next edition of Eastsider News in 
February and look for updates at WATAG website  
https://watag.org . While you are there, register as a 
subscriber so you get notification when WATAG’s bi-
monthly newsletter is published. 
Graeme Stone is a Committee Member at WATAG 
and a lifelong cyclist

0439 493 710
Scott Wainwright
Licensed Plumber & Gasfitter

.com.au

         Letter to the Editors
The Editors of Eastsider News welcome letters from our readers and 
supporters. We want to provide you with a platform where you can 
express your concerns and share your insights on the things that 
matter in our communities. 

All we ask is that you keep them polite, well written, short 
at no more than 250 words and factually based. We will not 
publish anything that is intended to promote misinformation or 
falsehoods. 
Please note, while we welcome a spread of topics, views and 
opinions, the specific responses expressed by individual writers 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editors, Independent 
Community News Group Incorporated, or any other organisation.

Why Christmas?
An observation from Owen Clark
How can a university graduate share mature 
concepts with those of kindergarten standard?
How can an Einstein share with the unlearned
the concept of relativity?
How can world travellers share the joys
of world travel with those who have never travelled?
How can a scientist show the intricacies of science
to someone who knows nothing of science?
How can a world-famous music composer share 
the construct of a symphony with those who have 
no experience with music?
How can those who have lived grand dimensions of 
life share their life dimensions with those deprived?
How can the great God, the Creator of heaven and 
earth, share His dimension of life with us 
who knows little of life in its fullness?
That is why we have Christmas!

Christmas Market
Treasures and Tastes at Trinity

Saturday, December 17 at 9am to 1pm
Treasures and Tastes at Trinity Christmas market in mid-
November was a great success, so if you are looking for 
that last minute Christmas gift or another cake then come 
to our next one on December 17, where you will find 
stalls brimming with Christmas fare and gifts.
These include lovely hand-crafted gifts and jewellery for 
all ages, candles, soaps, children’s clothing and toys, 
quilts, bags, and much more. Amongst the 40 stalls 
you will also find Christmas cakes, puddings, biscuits, 
slices, honey, jams, and chutneys. Plants will be outside 
on Union Road, as will dog treats and you can enjoy a 
sausage or hamburger from the BBQ in the courtyard, or 
a Devonshire tea in the Treasures Café. 

For market updates do check 
www.facebook.com/TreasuresAndTastesAtTrinity/
Venue: Holy Trinity complex, cnr Union Road and 
Montrose Street, Surrey Hills. Inquiries: 9890 2165

CHRISTMAS A'FAIR EXHIBITION
ALCOVE ART SHOP 

When: 5th December – 17th December 2022
Time: Monday – Saturday 10am - 4pm
Opening: Monday 5th December 6pm - 8pm
Where: Box Hill Community Arts Centre, 
 470 Station Street Box Hill 

Our artisans invite you to delight in our annual Christmas A'Fair exhibition 
which celebrates the joy of Christmas. Our decorations include textiles, 
paintings, cards, jewellery, woodwork, ceramics, Christmas decorations, 
photography, sculptures and much, much more. 
We hope you enjoy our unique exhibition and find something special 
for you and your loved ones. Join us for our opening night on Monday 5 
December 2022 from 6 pm to 8 pm for some light refreshments. 

470 Station Street, Box Hill VIC 3128 
Phone 9895 8888 
Email: bhcac@whitehorse.vic.gov.au 
Website: wwwbhcac.com.au

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagrarm 

d
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The Rainbow
– Ruth Butcher

Genesis – the first sighting
The first recording of this ‘Act of God’
The rainbow comes after the storm.
It is beautiful but elusive. 
Formed by rain droplets
- yet always a combination of sun and rain.
Lifting one’s eyes
- from earth to ‘heaven’ and back again.
A marvellous light
Accompanies the receding darkness.
It is uplifting
- always a sign of hope and promise.
It speaks of something greater
- a transforming ‘presence’.

https://tinyurl.com/bdft5y29%20
https://www.bicyclenetwork.com.au/about-us/
https://kwolity.com.au/
https://watag.org
http://www.facebook.com/TreasuresAndTastesAtTrinity/
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He recited the Statement from the Heart with the sincerity 
and feeling of one who contributed to it. The audience 
listened in awed silence, sensing the significance of 
this moment in Australian history. We are being invited 
to walk alongside our Indigenous brothers and sisters 
and participate in positive change by voting Yes in the 
Referendum at the end of 2023 and by convincing others 
to vote Yes. 
The Referendum question needs to be worded to convey 
three main points clearly: that an Indigenous Voice will 
exist; that it will make representations to Parliament on 
behalf of Indigenous Australians; and that Parliament will 
decide upon laws after listening to the Voice. Mr. Mayo 
is a member of the group of 20 who are working on the 
Referendum Question.
A high Yes vote would be a powerful mandate for the 
Voice and make it difficult for any government to dismiss. 
While failure would be very costly, success will make 
Australia a fairer, more equitable and just nation. 
Later in the afternoon, a panel discussed the Referendum 
and related issues and took audience questions. Panel 
members included Thomas Mayo, Tracey Evans from the 
First People’s Assembly of Victoria, Sharon Kouryialas 
from the MUC Social Justice Group and Dr. David 

George Michell
One of Australia’s 
greatest engineers
– Stephen Phillip

Modern ships are only possible thanks 
to a remarkable device invented by 
Australian engineer George Michell.

Michell was born in 1870 and lived his early years in the 
gold rush town of Maldon, in what was then the colony 
of Victoria. He completed an engineering degree at the 
University of Melbourne and shortly after commenced 
work as a consulting hydraulic engineer. He was a 
resident of Camberwell for most of his adult life.
By the age of 35, Michell had already created three new 
inventions: a regenerative pump, a cross-flow turbine, 
and a water meter. This remarkable achievement is a 
testament to his creative mind. These devices enjoyed 
commercial success and helped unlock the enormous 
capabilities of the numerous irrigation schemes along the 
Murray River.
His most significant invention was the tilting pad thrust 
bearing, which became a crucial component for large 
ships. In ship propulsion the propeller converts power 
from the engine into a thrust force. A device known as 
a thrust bearing is required to transfer this thrust to the 
ship’s hull.
Michell developed a bearing containing six sector-shaped 
pads arranged in a ring around the shaft. Each pad rests 
on a support on which it can pivot. When the bearing is 
running, the pads pivot on their support so that the gap at 
the front edge is larger than the gap at the rear edge. This 
forms a wedge shape filled with oil between the pads and 
the collar. Pressure in the wedge of oil transfers the thrust 
and prevents metal-to-metal contact. This solved the 
serious deficiencies with existing thrust bearings, which 
were clumsy and inefficient.

He obtained British and Australian patents for his new 
thrust bearing in 1905. The first commercial application of 
the bearing was in several centrifugal water pumps at the 
pumping station in the town of Cohuna. The pumps and 
bearings were manufactured by the Weymouth Company 
and were a complete success.
In 1913, the cross-channel steamer TSS Paris became 
the first ship in the world to be fitted with the Michell 
thrust bearing. Within a year the bearing was universally 
specified on all ships built in British shipyards, including 
those for the Royal Navy.
In 1920 Michell established the Michell Bearing company 
in Newcastle, England. The company is still in operation 
and manufactures thrust bearings for use in a variety of 
applications.
Another of Michell’s remarkable inventions was the 
crankless engine. In this configuration, the pistons are 
oriented parallel to the drive shaft, and engage with 
a thick disc (called the slant) which is attached to the 
drive shaft.

Michell established the Crankless Engine company 
in Melbourne. More than 50 prototype engines were 
manufactured at its workshop in the suburb of Fitzroy, for 
a diverse range of applications.
Michell installed a crankless car engine into a Buick and 
demonstrated it to both Ford and General Motors in 
the US. While both companies agreed that it was more 
efficient than their equivalent production engines, they 
did not adopt the crankless engine.
Two companies, George Waller (in UK) and Sterling 
Engine Co (in USA) produced the crankless engine under 
licence and enjoyed moderate commercial success.
The crankless engine offered several benefits over 
conventional engines, such as higher efficiency and 
perfect dynamic balance at all speeds. Technologically 
the crankless engine was a remarkable innovation, 
however it was not ultimately accepted by industry.
In 1942 Michell received the highly prestigious James 
Watt International Gold Medal. It is awarded by the 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers to an eminent 
engineer who has attained worldwide recognition in 
mechanical engineering.
Michell’s legacy is commemorated by the Michell 
Hydrodynamics Laboratory at the University of 
Melbourne. It is one of the largest and best equipped 
hydraulics laboratories in Australia. The Mechanical 
College of Engineers Australia awards the annual AGM 
Michell Medal for outstanding contribution to mechanical 
engineering.
George Michell was a world expert in hydraulics and a 
prolific inventor whose creations, of which the tilting pad 
thrust bearing is only one, revolutionised the world. He 
possessed both a keen mind for the theoretical aspects 
of engineering, and the practical skills to make working 
products based on the theory.
Michell was a genuinely modest man, who regarded 
his theoretical work as his primary achievement. His 
contributions, both theoretical and practical, remain 
a fascinating and vitally important part of Australia’s 
engineering heritage.
Stephen Phillip is a mechanical engineer who lives in 
Melbourne. He is interested in technology and Australian 
history, which are happily blended in the story of Michell. 
He was motivated to write the biography of AGM Michell 
when he discovered that none already existed. What 
Came Out of the Box. A biography of AGM Michell was 
published in October 2020 by Tellwell Talent and is 
available from on-line bookshops. 
George’s story is also recounted in a video, “The Humble 
Inventor” by local filmmaker, Richard Balsillie

An Inspiring Afternoon 
of First Nations Stories
– Peta Lowe

On Saturday 19 November, around 150 people gathered 
in the Manningham Uniting Church auditorium to 
learn more about First Nations people’s stories, the 
Uluru Statement from the Heart, and the campaign 
for a constitutionally enshrined Indigenous Voice to 
Parliament. This was the final event for 2022 in the 
Building Bridges program.
The principal speaker was Thomas Mayo, who outlined 
the background to his current work. Born to Torres Strait 
Islander parents, and growing up in Darwin, he began 
work at 17 on the wharves. Union involvement taught him 
the value of unity, discipline, wise use of resources and 
the importance of social justice. By 2010 he had become 
a union official. Around this time, he also became 
involved in advocacy for Indigenous people. 
Mr. Mayo spoke of the reality of life for Indigenous 
Australians. This includes a 10% lower life expectancy 
than non-Indigenous Australians, a higher suicide rate, 
and significantly higher incarceration rates particularly in 
juvenile detention. These confronting statistics must be 
acknowledged to motivate change. 
Since the 1920s, petitions and representations put 
forward repeatedly to Parliament by Indigenous groups 
have all been ignored, and their authors silenced and 
degraded. Mr Mayo was a participant in the long, hard 
work that culminated in the Uluru Statement from the 
Heart, and a signatory. He hopes this statement will not 
be ignored.

Cousins AM, a member of Koonung Heights Uniting 
Church with a long-term interest in Indigenous rights. 
This session revealed the importance of community 
education so everybody can cast an informed vote. 
Non-Indigenous Australians need to know the disturbing 
truth of the current situation and understand the 
process proposed for improving it. Factual information 
about existing problems, and clear explanations of the 
proposed solutions, must be more convincing than any 
‘scare campaign’ put forward by opponents of the Voice. 
Fifteen-year-old Elizabeth Hon asked how those too 
young to vote can contribute. Mr Mayo responded 
that youth can be powerful influencers and advocates 
within their schools and communities, by promoting 
awareness and providing information. Indeed, people of 
all ages can be involved in this important work. Another 
question highlighted the need for educational material 
to be translated into the languages of citizens who have 
difficulty understanding English, but who will be voting in 
the Referendum. 
Koonung Heights Uniting Church minister, the Rev. 
Heather Hon, concluded the afternoon with an excellent 
summary and thanked the Panel. 
Peta Lowe is member of Koonung Heights Uniting Church

Tracey Evans, First Peoples Assembly of VictoriaThomas Mayo

Thrust bearing

Crankless engine

http://www.travelmanagers.com.au/CarolynAhearne
https://youtu.be/NbFfixY3Q5c
https://youtu.be/NbFfixY3Q5c
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Sustainability:
What does it mean to me?
– David M. Kennedy

In this article, I will offer a model that might assist readers 
to understand the term sustainability and share some of 
the practices we have implemented in our home. A link 
to a more complete version of this article, including some 
riveting suggestions for additional reading is given below.
Sustainability is a word we often hear in the media 
and our daily conversations, sometimes associated 
with recycling everyday materials but also including 
more generic constructs, such as sustainable farming 
practices, business models, social structures, land use, 
etc. The model below depicts sustainability (ST) as 
the intersection between the Environment (our planet), 
Society (people), and the Economy (living/ working 
standards/ profit) with ST being the sweet spot of 
sustainability of life on Earth. It is at the intersection of 
these domains that we can make personal life decisions 
about supporting sustainability. Without a healthy 
Environment, both Society and Economics are unlikely to 
be in a form we would be content to live in, even in the 
short term.

Environment Champion 
Recognised
– Dianne Tribe

Awards giving recognition to people who have spent a 
lifetime advocating for trees, urban forest and appropriate 
development are thin on the ground. It was for this 
reason, that the peak body Combined Residents of 
Whitehorse Action Group (CROWAG) instituted its Annual 
Volunteers Award. 
On Sunday 20 November, the inaugural Environment and 
Biodiversity Award was given to David Berry. David is 
one of Victoria’s most notable and influential volunteers 
having given 40 years of service to the community, 
including as the longstanding now former President of the 
Blackburn and District Tree Preservation Society.
David’s tireless work has been a shining example of the 
mantra ‘Think Globally and Act Locally.’ Throughout his 
long residency in Whitehorse with Sally and his family, 
he has been a leader of many committees and supporter 
of other groups, always with the natural environment 
uppermost in his priorities. 
At the presentation ceremony, I spoke of David’s 
numerous community contributions as well as the 
endorsements and citations supporting his nomination. In 
the 1980s, he was influential in helping the Nunawading 
Council (City of Whitehorse) to implement special 
residential zones, now known as Significant Landscape 
Overlays (SLO1, SLO2), these being the first of their 

Area A:  Society and Economics
My personal choices are guided by the quote attributed 
to David Attenborough, ‘Live the way you want to live but 
just don’t waste anything’. In our home we don’t waste:
•	Electricity (how many devices are left on ‘standby 

mode’ in your home, when a simple flick of the switch 
would save that energy?).

•	Food (each year Victorians throw away 250,000 tonnes 
of food which costs each household more than most 
power bills). We shop for what we need when we need 
it, and recycle any food waste into our Bokashi bin, then 
into the compost bin, and onto the garden, contributing 
to home-grown produce. 

•	Water. We have rainwater storage tanks for flushing our 
toilets and watering the garden. 

Area B:  Society and Environment
This is a complex issue as the population of the Earth has 
risen from less than 2 billion people around 1900, to over 
8 billion last month. We need to keep hazardous materials 
out of this increasingly taxed environment. Most local 
councils have good ‘How and what to recycle’ websites. 
We follow those guidelines and separate our household 
rubbish. We have boxes labelled E-waste, old Paints, 
Polystyrene (a ‘forever chemical’), etc. We accumulate 
our waste over time and then make one trip to dispose of 
it at various repositories. We all pay rates. Making use of 
them seems sensible. 

Area C:  Environment and Economics
Traditional economics has treated assets such as air 
and water as externalities; that is things for which the 
consumer does not pay the true cost because those 
costs are not included in the costs of goods and services. 
A clear example is the air, earth and water pollution left 
in old mines. Air pollution results in higher incidences of 

respiratory problems and health costs. Ensuring that our 
drinking water is potable is non-trivial and expensive. 
Mostly it is us, the taxpayer who pays these costs, 
essentially providing more subsidies to companies that 
have already taken their profits and gone elsewhere. As a 
society we cannot continue to use the environment as a 
convenient un-costed externality.
In our everyday lives and whenever possible, we try 
to emphasise the long-term costs and benefits when 
considering political matters and making decisions. Two 
of our activities are writing Letters to the Editor calling 
out non-scientific disinformation regarding the impact of 
climate change on the environment and contributing to 
government environmental reviews on proposed projects 
with pollution aspects. Individually, protecting the impact 
of economics on the environment is challenging, but 
collectively we can make a difference. 
Regarding energy, renewables have been demonstrated 
to be the cheapest form of energy and could be a 
source for pollution-free transport, lighting, power, and 
industrial and agricultural processes. We built our home 
with solar panels and encourage others to make the 
same investment.
This article is very much a personal view, and not 
intended to be prescriptive or comprehensive. I hope that 
others will contribute additional sustainable practices in 
future issues of Eastsider News. 
A more complete version of this article, with suggestions 
for additional reading, can be found on the Eastsider 
News blog at https://www.eastsidernews.org.au/
sustainability/sustainability-david-kennedy/. 
David Kennedy is a former Professor of Higher 
Education with a background in Chemistry, Information 
Technology, and Teaching, Learning & Quality Assurance 
in Higher Education. 

kind in Victoria. Most recently, the interim SLO9 was 
introduced, enabling tree protection across all of 
Whitehorse. 
He was there, leading residents in the days we fought 
for the Healesville Freeway land to be turned into a linear 
bushland park, now Wurundjeri Walk. He served as the 
president of the Blackburn and District Tree Preservation 
Society (BDTPS) for over 20 years until last year. In 
that time, David became the go-to expert on many 
contentious issues about tree removals. 
He lobbied endlessly for conservation and appropriate 
development and for the protection of trees, writing 
numerous objections and being a regular at VCAT 
hearings. He edited 80 editions of the BDTPS newsletter, 
these becoming a valuable natural history record. Those 

residents who know McCubbin Park, can thank David 
and the Blackburn Lake Sanctuary Advisory Committee, 
and Blackburn Village Residents Group, for having that 
park created. 
David was a foundation member of the Blackburn and 
District Environment Protection Fund, which continues 
making environmental grants to worthy community 
projects. He was a founding member of CROWAG in 
2005 and then became Secretary when it was reactivated 
by David Morrison in 2018. On that committee he has 
been generous with his time, intellect and good humour. 
The Whitehorse Active Transport Group and before that, 
the Whitehorse Bicycle Advisory Committee and the 
Whitehorse Domestic Animals Advisory Committee are all 
grateful for David’s numerous contributions. 
And through all of this, David is very well known and 
respected amongst City of Whitehorse Officers and 
Councillors because of his extensive knowledge of 
planning schemes, policy and his advocacy for the 
reclamation of indigenous vegetation and biodiversity in 
Whitehorse. 
Not only did David also get his hands dirty through 
working bees and a huge amount of ‘hands on’ planting, 
in his spare time, he wrote the history of the B&DTPS, 
Fighting for the Trees, beginning with its formation in 
1959. David has been a mentor to many and is a very 
deserving recipient of the Inaugural CROWAG Volunteers 
Award for 2022.
Dianne Tribe is a member of the CROWAG Committee 
of Management.

Nadrasca. A visit by Blackburn Lions
– Nelson Knight

Nadrasca is an NDIS Registered Disability Support 
Organisation providing services and employment for over 
400 people with disability, across eastern Melbourne.  
Blackburn Lions have been closely associated with and 
have supported Nadrasca over many years and are proud 
of the work they do.
In Rooks Road, they package and assemble goods 
for a range of customers. Elsewhere in High Street 
Nunawading, they have teachers who assist people in art, 
craft and handiwork.
Their printing department can print a wide range of 
printed material. The equipment is state of the art, 
capable of printing full colour small runs up to large multi-
page, large quantity printing jobs.
Nadrasca also runs a farming type facility at Morack 
Road in Vermont where people are taught the basic skills 
of growing vegetables and how to care for the land.

Sustainability 
Venn Diagram

Dianne Tribe, David Berry, Anne Payne OAM, and Sally Polack, 
David’s partner.
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Only one 
lifetime
– Bob Ridley

As I write, we are eagerly 
awaiting the birth of our first 
great-grandchild. This child 
will be born into a family 
that will be welcoming and 

caring and eager to share his or her life. All four great 
grandparents have reached their eighties, so there is a 
good chance this child will too.
Amid the sense of joy, I have been reading a great deal 
about the threat to the planet through global warming, 
which frequently references ‘the end of this century’. That 
always seemed a long way off, but now I realise our great 
grandchild will likely live till then. That somehow makes it 
seem much closer.
This means that in this child’s lifetime, unless more 
drastic action is taken by our world’s leaders, the 
planet will experience much destruction of the natural 

Stop the devastation 
of our native forests
– Helen Thompson

Currently the Victorian state government has committed 
to stop logging of native forests by 2030. Unfortunately, 
by this time most of the mountain ash forests and the 
species that rely on these big trees, the Greater Glider 
and Leadbeater’s Possum for example, will be gone.
Several months ago, a number of Australian 
Conservation Foundation (ACF) community groups in 
Victoria formed the ACF Community Victorian Forest 
Alliance. We wanted to raise awareness among state 
candidates, federal Members of Parliament and voters 
about the urgent need to stop logging native forests 
within the next 12 to 24 months.
The Alliance visited logging coupes at Toolangi State 
Forest under the expert guidance of a member of 
Nillumbik Friends of the Great Forest. The group then ran 
a state-wide webinar with guest speaker Professor David 
Lindenmayer, who has studied the forests of the Central 
Highlands for 39 years. His webinar gave us a complete 
picture of the desperate situation of our native forests 
and made us aware that the ecosystem of the mountain 
ash forests is on the verge of collapse. 
Lindenmayer told us: 
● Mountain ash forests are one of the most carbon-rich 

forests in the world 
● It is difficult to germinate and regrow mountain ash from 

a barren logged area
● It takes at least 130 years for a mountain ash to reach 

maturity and at least 80 years to form hollows
● Greater Gliders and Leadbeater’s Possums, both 

endangered, need high tree hollows and a cool forest to 
survive and they cannot travel to other forests

● Young regrowth forests are far more susceptible to fire 
(particularly in a time of higher temperatures)

● Old forests are essential in the water catchment areas 
of the Central Highlands for clean water, as their roots 
filter the water feeding into the catchments

For our next step, we invited state candidates and MPs 
to Toolangi Forest. We partnered with expert guides from 
Nillumbik Friends of the Forest, Kinglake Friends of the 
Great Forest, Warburton Environment, and Wildlife of the 
Central Highlands to lead the tours.

world. This will include increasing flood and fires, the 
disappearance of some Pacific islands and some coastal 
cities, the loss of the Great Barrier Reef and perhaps 80% 
of all coral reefs, displacement of millions due to the rising 
sea levels, greater poverty, and loss of areas for food 
production. With rising water levels, our great grandchild 
will see the loss of most of our beloved beaches. Limited 
food and reductions in land availability will probably lead 
to war and increased nationalism; rising temperatures will 
cause more deaths. This has already begun and current 
commitments on climate policy throughout the world will 
not stop this even if the promises are in fact fulfilled.
Yet it needn’t be so. The technology is available to 
change our sources of energy dramatically. In 2020, 28% 
of Australia’s energy came from renewable sources in an 
industry which already employs 25,000 people. Australia 
has huge potential for renewables particularly in wind and 
solar. One study has even shown that solar power in the 
Sahara Desert not only could provide enough power for 
all of Europe but would also enable plant life to recover 
due to the decreased reflection of the heat into the 
atmosphere! Yet in 2020, the world spent $US450 billion 
in direct subsidies to fossil fuel industries. 

Our first tour for state candidates was a success; each 
candidate was prepared to sign a pledge to advocate for 
the protection of all our state forests before 2024 and be 
photographed holding the pledge. By Monday morning 
the candidates had individually posted on social media 
indicating that all were prepared to speak up ‘loud and 
clear’ advocating for the forests and the wildlife.
Over the next few months, we ran three more tours 
and invited two federal politicians, Dr Monique Ryan 
(Kooyong) and Dr Michelle Ananda-Rajah (Higgins); two 
state politicians, Fiona Patten (Northern Metropolitan 
Region, Vic Legislative Council) and Clifford Hayes 
(Southern Metropolitan, Vic 
Legislative Council); and 
a total of 19 state political 
candidates. It was apparent 
that all the candidates and MPs 
appreciated the tours. They 
were able to hear the facts from 
our expert guides and see for 
themselves the destruction of 
the native forests. There were 
no doubts that logging must 
stop well before 2030 and all 
posted fearlessly on social 
media.
Three weeks after visiting the 
logging coupes at Toolangi, Dr 
Monique Ryan moved a motion 
in the House of Representatives 
to seek a change to the 
Environmental Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (EPBC) and effectively 
stop the logging of native 
forests in all states. The issue 
will be debated in the new year.

Seventy per cent of carbon dioxide comes from burning 
fossil fuels. The answer is simple – but due to vested 
interests hard to enforce. Much of the remaining 30% 
comes from land clearing and the animal industry, 
particularly beef. Australians eat 120kg of meat each 
year. That’s about 4.5 kg per person each week. While 
many would find it difficult to become fully vegetarian, my 
wife and I eat well with about one kilogram of meat each 
per week including mostly poultry. A small change could 
make a big difference.
Politicians can only do what we let them. Contact your 
local member and the Prime Minister to let them know 
they have your authority to act on climate change. 
Sign petitions. Check the policies of your bank and 
superfunds. The detail is often hidden in mounds of 
words so be persistent!
The evidence is clear that this decade is vital for the 
future of this one child and many others. In only one 
lifetime they will be asking what you did and what I did to 
preserve life itself for them.
Bob Ridley is a retired minister and psychologist who 
now sees Climate Action as the most significant issue 
we must face.

In the meantime, we have more tours planned for this 
year and into 2023. We feel it is helpful for politicians to 
experience the devastation of the forest for themselves 
for logging to be stopped and our environment protection 
laws strengthened. 
You can watch the webinar with Professor 
Lindenmayer at this link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TlMi2eXLs1E 
Email ACF Chisholm (a member of the ACF Forest Alliance) 
for more information on acf.chisholm@gmail.com
Helen Thompson is a member of ACF Chisholm and an 
ACF Community Forest Alliance volunteer
Photos: Helen Lester (ACF Higgins)

 

 

 

       Apr 15                     May 6                      May 20      

PIN-UP MOVIE GUIDE 


2023 All screenings are at the Willis Room, Whitehorse Civic Centre, 
 379 Whitehorse Rd, at 7.45pm  

       Feb 4                       Feb 18                     Mar 4                         Mar 18                    Apr 1 

Membership Secretary, WHITEHORSE FILM 
SOCIETY, 10 Heatherlea Crt, N Blackburn 3130. 
Email: secretarywhfs@gmail.com  
 
 

For further information:               
  call Pat on 9877 1474  

or Laurie on 9800 1825    
Email : secretarywhfs@gmail.com 

www.whitehorse.filmsociety.org.au 
Or Google “whitehorse quality films”  

2023 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
To renew, or start, your membership go to our on-line form at 
www.whitehorse.filmsociety.org.au/join . 
Annual memberships are still only $55, with shorter periods 
available at lesser cost. Alternately, email or post us a 
message with your details to the secretary (see address on 
the right), and pay by EFT or at a screening .  
Please pay by EFT if possible, using the bank details on the right, 
and email the secretary with your details. 
                               

Our use of the screening venue is subsidised by the 
Whitehorse Council. We appreciate their support. 
All films and dates subject to confirmation. 

Poster prepared by Ian Davidson 
 
 
BSB: 013 384  
Acc: 2942 10563 (ANZ 
Eastland). 
 
 
 

 

       Sep 16                     Oct 7                        Oct 21                   Nov 4 (AGM)              Nov 18 

 Jul 1- 2.00pm     Jul 15 (B’day)-2.00pm  Aug 5- 2.00pm    Aug 19- 2.00pm             

Jun 3 - 2.00pm        Jun 17- 2.00pm

         Sep 2      

(or 2.00pm in winter = blue dates) 

School Days Hawthorn Historical Society Exhibition
– Elizabeth Love

The Hawthorn Historical Society has tapped into Hawthorn’s rich 
history to mount an exhibition of the area’s schools, 
both past and present. Since its early settlement 
in the 1850s Hawthorn has been well resourced 
with schools. Initially many were small family run 
schools with just a handful of students. Hawthorn 
West was the first State School in the area. 
The exhibition is free and open to the public at 25 
Ingelsby Road on Tuesday afternoons 1.00pm to 
3.00 pm and Wednesday mornings 10.00am to 
12 noon from 30 November to 14 December 
and from 10 January to 25 January. For 
further information, go to the society’s website 
is at https://www.hawthornhistoricalsociety.com.au/.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TlMi2eXLs1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TlMi2eXLs1E
https://www.hawthornhistoricalsociety.com.au/
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Creating great places to be
– Chris Trueman

Lord Howe Island was one of the earliest Australian 
natural places listed as a World Heritage Site, in 1982, 
just after the Great Barrier Reef’s listing. If you’ve 
never visited, put it on your bucket list. They prioritise 
environment over development on this tiny island, about 
10km long by 1km wide. Less than 20% is for living 
purposes for the 400 permanent residents and the 400 
visitors allowed at any one time. The rest is protected 
park or adjacent bushland. There are very few cars, 
speed limit is 25km per hour and most journeys are by 
bike or foot. 
A ‘great place to be’ – almost nirvana. Are there lessons 
here for us who are destined to live out our lives in cities 
and suburbia?
Walking and cycling are not only good for our health (see 
World Class Expertise in Eastsider News October 2022) 
but also for the environment. Every kilometre walked or 
cycled generally replaces a carbon-fuelled kilometre. And 
it’s good for our local living environments when we can 
reclaim the streets for people rather than cars. 
Let’s all agitate state and local governments to help make 
our streets ‘a great place to be’ too. Don’t just leave it to 
the so-called ‘advocates’ – your views matter to those in 
power because you elect them.
But that’s not the end of this little story. On my way home, 
I was stranded at Sydney airport due to a cancelled flight. 
A quick look at Google Maps showed that a walk of only 
1km or so led to Sydney Park in Alexandria. 
Sydney Park contains wetlands crowded with birds. It’s a 
major street drainage water purification project designed 
to protect the waters flowing into Botany Bay, and to 
irrigate the extensive native bush planting on the hills and 
along walking paths. There is a major share walking/bike 
route through the park too. 
Big brick chimneys along the western boundary are a 
historic reminder of the Hoffman kilns that made bricks 

to build Sydney town in years past. The park was in fact 
a quarry refilled as a tip, heaped up into hills, and now 
revegetated to make it ‘a great place to be’. 
A superb local example of such a transformation is at 
Yarran Dheran. I can remember it as a terrible tip site. 
Today, I often visit in the hope of sighting platypus 
claimed to inhabit the Mullum Mullum Creek. 

A site more like Sydney Park is the Federation Brickworks 
site. This has been filled and is waiting for Whitehorse 
Council (and possibly the State Government) to show 
the kind of vision expressed in the Councils Vision 2040 
statement, and make it too, another ‘great place to be’. 
Dealing with the historic brickworks requires the same 
vision seen in Sydney, or Melbourne’s Hoffman kilns in 
Brunswick where smart apartments are built inside the 

old kilns. In Europe they repurpose buildings like these 
into museums, galleries, restaurants and office spaces. 
What’s not needed is ‘demolition by neglect’, as seen 
when two important heritage buildings on the Hoffman’s 
Brickworks were lost because the developer allowed 
them to decay to the point where they became unsafe.
We can do better than that in Whitehorse.
Sydney Park also has a wonderful area for a children’s 
cycling track and a design-award-winning skate park 
that would terrify most parents and totally delight most 
teenagers. The hundreds of young people there were 
having a ball.
A hundred metres further on, the well-curated Alan 
Davidson oval and pavilion provided a sobering contrast. 
This equally expensive facility for occasional formal sport 
use had about 30 people enjoying the wide acreage; two 
teams of 11 plus half a dozen onlookers.
Was the Whitehorse Council plan to build yet another 
formal sports ground and pavilion at Davey Lane such 
a good idea? Wouldn’t a visionary award-winning skate 
park and children’s’ cycle track make Davey Lane a truly 
‘great place to be’ too?
For more information on the Hoffman’s Brickwork 
go to the Royal Historic Society of Victoria website: 
historyvictoria.org.au

Call Jeff or Brenda if you have been thinking of selling your property. 

99-105 Union Road, Surrey Hills 
 www.rosshunt.com.au 

Brenda Tuong | 0492 958 575  
Executive Sales Assistant   
brendat@rosshunt.com.au 

Jeff Anderson | 0411 222 744  
Sales Director, CEA & Auctioneer  
jeffa@rosshunt.com.au 

As we approach our 50th Anniversary serving the community, we 
continue to sell properties all across Whitehorse and Boroondara. 

Surrey Hills Mont Albert 

Mont Albert Nth Balwyn 

Box Hill Balwyn North 

A landmark change kills 
off VicSmart craziness
– Ross Gillespie

VicSmart is part of the Victorian Planning Scheme. 
The State Government describes it as a streamlined 
assessment process for straightforward planning permit 
applications. Rather than being smart, the process has 
resulted in ‘tricky’ and ‘dodgy’ outcomes when applied to 
tree protection and removals.

The Crazy Bit: 
Over recent years, developers have taken advantage of 
enabling legislation that allows them to apply to have 
trees on a site removed one at a time, and for each 
application to be expedited quickly. 
The lack of a limit on the number of times a developer 
can make such applications has enabled moonscaping. 
Developers apply multiple times for single trees to be 
removed, to get what they wanted with apparent ease. 
More than 90% of these VicSmart applications are 
approved. In some cases, many dozens of trees have 
been felled on the one site with impunity. 

The Campaign: 
Local residents interested in trees, understorey, 
biodiversity and the benefits of these for our welfare, 
property values and so on will be delighted to know that 
sometimes individuals who speak out against egregious 
felling of trees, can have a win.
Along with many other groups across Victoria, the 
Combined Residents of Whitehorse Action Group 
(CROWAG) has advocated to have this scheme altered 
or abolished. CROWAG made a substantial submission 
on this matter to the State Government Inquiry into the 
Planning Framework in May 2022. We spoke to the 
inquiry hearing and have argued the case with local 
parliamentarians and senior planners at the Department 
of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP). 

The Win: 
The Victorian Planning Scheme was altered in November 
to allow only one application for a tree removal (or lopped 
or pruned) per annum, per site. If it is implemented with 
integrity, this change could save many hundreds of trees 
in any year within Whitehorse or Boroondara alone. In 
practice, of course, grossly inadequate fines for illegal 
tree removal may weaken its impact. 

This is an encouraging case study to show what 
individuals and small groups can do if they speak 
out. It also shows that strength in numbers counts. I 
give credit to all community volunteer and non-party-
political organizations for their many contributions to 
this campaign. VicSmart's most contentious elements 
have gone. 

There remain plenty of UnSmart policies and practices 
at council and state government level which allow 
the unnecessary removal of too many canopy trees. 
CROWAG will conduct a public forum Fighting for the 
Trees Public on Saturday, 25 March 2023 to explore how 
we can do even more, to protect the environment. 
Ross Gillespie is President of CROWAG Inc

Pavilion

Hoffman Kilns Brunswick

Sydney Park Alexandria
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Habitat for 
hollow-dependent 
wildlife in your garden
– Whitehorse City Council

The Whitehorse Trees and Urban Forest Education 
Program is part of the Whitehorse City Council’s 
Sustainability Strategy and Climate Change 
Adaptation Plan. 
The program works to raise awareness about the benefits 
of trees in an urban environment and to encourage 
residents to plant and maintain more trees through free 
workshops and presentations. Their next event looks at 
habitat for hollow-dependent wildlife in your garden
DATE AND TIME:
Saturday, 17 December 2022 at 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm 
LOCATION:
Blackburn Lake Sanctuary – Visitor Information 
Centre 95 Central Road Blackburn

A bright future for 
KooyongKoot 
– Glenys Grant 

KooyongKoot (Gardiners Creek) and its surrounds has for 
many years been neglected. Not so now.
The KooyongKoot Alliance (KKA) was formed over the 
past 20 months to address this neglect. It now comprises 
well over 20 Friends groups and is an important part of 
a broader regional collaboration involving five Councils, 
Melbourne Water, Yarra Valley Water, Deakin University 
and numerous other stakeholder groups, including 
sporting groups. They are collectively committed to a 
strategic plan to improve the health and increase the 
biodiversity of the KooyongKoot catchment. 

The Catchment has been identified as a system in need 
of urgent care and a key biodiversity corridor. Tree 
canopy, understory and biodiversity loss are critical to the 
quality of life in our suburbs. The sharp loss of these is of 
great concern, as these areas are still an important refuge 
for keystone species including the powerful owl, rakali 
(native otter), skinks and lizards and many native birds, 
including the now endangered Gang Gang Cockatoo.
In October the KKA held their AGM with guest speaker 
Tim Entwisle, Director, Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, 
who, after speaking of his botanical passions, then 
congratulated the group on their endeavours.
Since formation, KKA has become an incorporated body 
and established a private Facebook page for members 
to share ideas. A website is being developed. Major 
achievements so far include the following:

Over 300 animal species in Australia are known to depend 
on tree hollows for habitat. Natural tree hollows take a 
long time to develop and unfortunately there is a shortage 
of hollows in our landscape for many of the species that 
depend on them.
Join wildlife gardener, Colin Broughton who will present 
some of the latest research and developments in the 
understanding of natural tree hollows and the provision of 
artificial hollows. 
Learn more about the importance of retaining large old 
trees including dead trees, and explore options such as 
traditional plywood nest boxes, chainsaw hollows, and 
some exciting new innovations in artificial hollow creation. 

•	Successfully applied this year for nearly $200,000 in 
Federal and State grants as well as receiving an initial 
and important seed-funding grant from Blackburn and 
District Tree Preservation Society. Proposed projects to 
engage the community and help build and strengthen 
Friends groups include planting over 6,000 trees and 
understory shrubs along the Kooyong Koot catchment. 
State funding will help fund a part time role for the KKA 
to assist in developing a strategy for the catchment, a 
masterplan for long-term care and protection for the 
creek. 

•	Through their network they support and encourage new 
and emerging groups looking to care for the creek and 
its surrounds, such as the young dynamic group, the 
Urban Guerrillas.

•	Formed a close alliance with the Yarra Riverkeeper 
Association and the Concerned Waterways Alliance, 
to collectively act as a strong, influential voice for the 
Creek and beyond. 

Their latest achievement is a grant of $20,000 from the 
Australian Government as part of the Planting Trees 
for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Program. Seven 
commemorative trees have already been planted at 
Markham Reserve in the Jubilee year, one for each 
decade of the Queen’s reign. Funding to the Alliance 
will be used to plant a further 3,000 plants in 2023 to be 
undertaken with the help of the local community.
Congratulations to this forward-thinking group. Watch 
and support them – they are active and represent 
many environmentally minded community members 
and groups. For more information, please contact their 
Convenor Graham Ross by phone on 0407 046 358 or by 
email at Kooyongkootalliance@gmail.com

The aim is to equip wildlife gardeners with practical 
information to be able to take the next step in addressing 
this important habitat requirement in the home garden.
It will also be an opportunity to meet other wildlife garden-
ers and share your stories and experiences with the use of 
nest boxes or other forms of artificial hollows.
To register for this event, please go here:  
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/habitat-for-
hollow-dependent-wildlife-in-your-garden-
tickets-464766096907

Building Report & Consent in Boroondara
A shadowy world
– Ian Hundley

Where developers seek to construct buildings that do 
not comply with the siting requirements of the building 
regulations, they are required to submit what is known as 
a Report and Consent application to Boroondara Council. 
These siting requirements cover the maximum height of 
a property or fence; the minimum setback of the property 
from any boundary; and the distance a property may 
overlook or overshadow another property.
However, Boroondara Council demonstrates indifference 
towards important environmental and neighbourhood 
character issues when it deals with these applications, 
of which there are hundreds each year. The Council’s 
process of assessment is very opaque. It includes little 
more than perfunctory consultation with near neighbours.
So, for instance, where a developer seeks to build 
an oversized front fence at a property in a street 

characterized by low or no front fences, the only people 
the matter is discussed with are neighbours next door 
and opposite. No-one else who lives in the street has any 
say, let alone are they advised of the proposal. 

Many residential streets in Boroondara are characterized by low 
or no front fences, now at risk

The result is a steady deterioration in our streetscapes 
from this process alone. And matters that impact 
setbacks or overshadowing may have similarly 
negative consequences, on appearance, the amenity of 
neighbours and the environment more broadly.

A new opaque high fence rubber-stamped by Council in a North 
Balwyn street otherwise characterized by low front fences and 
attractive front gardens 

And what does the Council reveal publicly about this 
process? When I asked, they refused to disclose any 
information. The response I received was: ‘There is no 
statutory requirement or demand from the community 
to keep statistics on Report and Consent applications.’ 
Responsible and accountable local government? No, not 
by any measure.

Cunning
Little Spider
– Corinne Fenton

Cunning little spider,
Sitting quietly in your web,
You have eight hairy legs
And one tiny head.
You sit without a movement,
Waiting patiently to tempt,
An unsuspecting creature,
To come across your net.
You glare all about you
With your watchful beady eyes,
Waiting for beetles,
Mosquitoes and flies.
Your web is made of finest silk,
It shimmers in the breeze,
As the morning sun shines on it,
It clings to close-by trees.
You wait in patient stillness,
Until an insect comes your way,
Then you creep across the scaffolding,
And jump to take your prey.
You wrap it up in finest silk,
‘A feast fit for a King!’
Then quietly wait once again
For something else to venture in.
And while I’ve watched you spider,
I’ve been thinking carefully,
That I’m very glad that I am not,
A bug or fly or bee!

Illustration: Marjory Gardner

KooyongKoot AGM Speaker Tim Entwisle, Pam Welsford 
(Secretary), Graham Ross (Convenor)

KooyongKoot- Gardiners Creek

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/whitehorse-trees-and-urban-forest-education-5774470310
mailto:Kooyongkootalliance@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/habitat-for-hollow-dependent-wildlife-in-your-garden-tickets-464766096907
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/habitat-for-hollow-dependent-wildlife-in-your-garden-tickets-464766096907
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/habitat-for-hollow-dependent-wildlife-in-your-garden-tickets-464766096907
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A boost to STEM studies
for women at
Swinburne University 
The Federal Government will fund 48 working women 
to study science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics at Swinburne University of Technology 
as part of its commitment to support women build 
STEM careers. 
Swinburne University would receive $1.2 million after 
the Federal Government approved the second round 
of funding for the Women in STEM Cadetships and 
Advanced Apprenticeships Program.
In addition to funding for higher education providers, 
the program supports students’ participation in 
the program by providing grants of up to $5,000 
for employers to encourage flexible working 
arrangements and contribute towards the cost of 
studies.
For more information, go to https://www.education.
gov.au/women-stem-cadetships-and-advanced-
apprenticeships

Schwerkolt 
Cottage

– Ken Pakes

The Blackburn South Probus Club recently 
visited Schwerkolt Cottage in Mitcham. 
They had a delightful time and wanted to 
share with our readers their photographs 
of the day. The cottage is a three room 
building completed in 1888, now restored 
and furnished in the style of the period. 
Also on site is the original wine cellar, and 
reconstructed barn and blacksmith’s shop, 
together with a replica of the smokehouse 
used by the family

My favourite walks 
– Maximillian von Schnauzer

Paw Notes:

Hello my four-footed friends. Last time I wrote I was full 
of the joys of spring and romance was in the air. Now 
the only thing that seems to be in the air is thunder and 
lightning.
I’ve tried to tough it out, but really ... how do you cope? 
I’ve heard a bit about thunder coats. Do any of you wear 
one? Does it help? One night Mum and Dad took it in 
turns to be my personal thunder coat, hugging me tight, 
as we sat in our little tin cabin in a camping ground. 
The lightning flashes, thunder claps, wind and rain were 
frankly terrifying. The cuddles helped but, oddly, Mum 
and Dad were a bit tetchy with each other the next day, 
yawning a lot.
I’m on a road trip with them. (A road trip seems to be 
where you get in and out of the car a lot and sleep in 
some really weird places). We’ve been to South Australia 
and we’re now in Broken Hill. Finally, sunshine for us but, 
as I write I understand you guys are still experiencing 
terrible weather. Stay strong, my friends.

One of our outings 
has been to Silverton, 
just out of Broken Hill. 
Population 60. It used 
to be a thriving mining 
town, now it’s often 
used as a film setting. 
Particularly the pub. 
And look where they 
insisted on my photo 
shoots. Humph. (Can 
you guess the ‘shoes’ 
film?)
I would recommend the 
Heritage walk around 
the town of Broken Hill. 
It is led by volunteers – 

self-described as ‘broken down old miners’. Dad was in 
his element. A tour guide who could out-talk him plus a 
wonderland of signage. 
Mum was particularly taken hearing about the 
Housewives Association. It seems it wasn’t until 1981 
that married women in Broken Hill were allowed to work. 
Life was tough for the miners and often their wages 
would end up in the pub rather than on the kitchen 
table. The women formed a union demanding the Mining 
Company garnishee the men’s wages.
Don’t worry. We four-footeds were permitted on the walk. 
I was even allowed into the Trade Union Building and sat 
on Mum’s lap to watch the information video.
Whilst it’s been fun, I must say snacks have been thin on 
the ground on this trip. And coffee too, it seems. Mum is 

http://www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/bh/bh-home.html
https://www.brokenhill.nsw.gov.au/Facilities/Broken-Hill-
Visitor-Information-Centre

desperate. But then she’s a bit fussy – Melbourne bred, 
you know. But in searching for coffee, she did find Sufi’s, 
an Islamic patisserie here in Broken Hill. Mum and Dad 
are now very, very happy. Almond croissant crumbs are 
all I get.
As ever, please say hello if you see me around. I’m black 
and silver with a red collar.

Mad Max, Silverton

Broken Hill Housewives Association

Priscilla Shoes, Broken Hill

Ingredients:
6 slices stale white bread (toast thickness is good)
3 tbs black sesame seeds
2 cups peanut oil

For Filling:
250g fresh shelled prawns
¼ cup water chestnuts, finely chopped
½ tsp salt
Dash white pepper
1 tsp fresh ginger, finely minced
1 tsp egg white, lightly beaten
2 tsp corn flour

Preparation:
Cut round croutons using a scone cutter.  
De-vein, wash, dry and chop the prawns to a rough mince consistency.
Mix together all the filling ingredients. Spread thickly onto the bread 
croutons, making a smooth mound in the centre. Make sure the prawn 
mixture is smoothed right to the edges.
Dip each crouton into the black sesame seeds.

To Cook:
Heat the oil in the wok until moderately hot. Slide in the croutons, 
mixture side down. After approximately one minute, flip over to the 
other side and cook for another 30 seconds. Drain well and serve.

Sesame Prawn 
Croutons
These are best eaten when hot, but they can be made earlier, 
then heated again in the oven for a few minutes. Serves 2 to 4. Elizabeth Chong

Smoke House

Blacksmith building

Storage shed
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3

3

3

https://www.education.gov.au/women-stem-cadetships-and-advanced-apprenticeships
https://www.education.gov.au/women-stem-cadetships-and-advanced-apprenticeships
https://www.education.gov.au/women-stem-cadetships-and-advanced-apprenticeships
http://www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/bh/bh-home.html
https://www.brokenhill.nsw.gov.au/Facilities/Broken-Hill-Visitor-Information-Centre
https://www.brokenhill.nsw.gov.au/Facilities/Broken-Hill-Visitor-Information-Centre
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Weekend of Photography 
at Murtoa

Doncaster Camera Club members recently 
travelled to Murtoa for a weekend of 
photography and fun. This included a visit 
to the historic Stick Shed in Murtoa which 
was built during World War 2 to store 
grain. It was a challenge to photograph 
such a massive and spectacular building.

The district provided a wide range of photographic 
opportunities and members were kept busy 
photographing the local historical buildings as well as 
some very impressive painted silos, and canola crops. 
The weekend was also a great opportunity to learn from 
each other about our cameras and photography and to 
mix socially. 
The Doncaster Camera Club is for anyone interested 
in photography. It is a place for both novice and 
more advanced photographers to share their passion 

Nettleton Park
coming together to conserve 
a beautiful place 
– Ruthie Scharley and Jeff Patchell

Nettleton Park is a beautiful green wedge in Glen Iris at 
the confluence of Back and Gardiners Creeks and part 
of the green leafy corridor that lines these waterways. 
It’s a biodiversity area and highly valued by the City of 
Boroondara, Melbourne Water and our Back2Nettleton 
Friends Group (B2N). 
B2N formed in March 2021 to take active responsibility 
and care for the park. It’s a very popular place for 
sporting teams, dog walkers, exercisers and those who 
simply want to enjoy some time out or meditate while 
inhaling the scent of the eucalypts.
In recent months the area has been the centre of 
significant sewer pipe descaling and rehabilitation 
works conducted by Melbourne Water and their 
partners, Safety Focused Performance Joint Venture 
(SFPJV). These works on the 120 year plus old 
infrastructure extend along the nominal green corridor 
between Burke and Warrigal Roads with a focus on 
manholes located in Nettleton.
Unfortunately, the parks and open spaces have suffered 
unavoidable damage over the wet winter period, 

for photography. Members come from many of the 
surrounding suburbs.
Our End of Year meeting is on Friday 17 December. 
This is always a very social occasion. Visitors and new 
members are very welcome to attend.
Do check out our website at www.doncastercameraclub.
org.au . We also have an Instagram account at doncaster.
camera.club and a Facebook page, both of which show 
you what we do. To make contact, please email us at 
doncastercameraclub@gmail.com or write to us at 
Pam Rixon, Secretary DCC, PO Box 2043 
Box Hill North Vic 3129. 

given the heavy equipment needed for the job. Senior 
Ecologist, Carly Martin worked to educate all workers 
who were employed on this site about why it was 
necessary to preserve and respect this biodiversity site 
and revegetate the area when the works were completed.
Melbourne Water was keen to restore the natural 
landscape and leave the parklands in good order. A 
Community Planting Day was held on the morning of 15 
September when some 1500 grasses and herbaceous 
plants were successfully planted.
It was a great coming together of the project staff, 
distinguishable in their orange high visibility jackets, 
pants and hard hats, and members of the B2N Friends in 
their gardening civvies. The morning started with a very 
powerful Acknowledgement of Country by Aboriginal 
leader Rev. Glenn Loughrey, the vicar at St Oswald’s 
Anglican Church, Glen Iris.
The Senior Engagement Advisor for SFPJV, Jenny Hiller, 
said ‘Glenn gave a great explanation about what Country 
means to Indigenous Australians. He spoke of the reasons 
we should all care for Country in a way everyone could 
understand. This absolutely set the tone for the day, 
connecting all and making us feel as one with nature’.
B2N Convenor Ruthie Scharley was delighted with the 
camaraderie evident on the day. She commented, ‘With 
the intense focus of the mass plantings, spreading mulch 
along walking tracks, weeding and direct seed sowing, 
our management of the park has significantly advanced 
and assisted in growing our membership’.
The event was also supported by City of Boroondara 
Parks and Garden biodiversity technical officer, Lyle 
Ruthven, who planned and managed where the new 
plants were to be planted.
B2N Friends have a long-term commitment to improving 
the upkeep of the parklands and recent plantings. 
Working bees take place on the second Sunday and 
the second and third Thursday mornings of each month 
from 9.30 am onwards. For updated information, contact 
back2nettletonfriends@gmail.com or, look for us on 
Facebook. Everyone is welcome.

1  Canola Crop  – M. Walton
2  Murtoa Railway  – Peter Stone
3  Old Shop  – Ean Caldwell
4  Silos  – Graham Kay
5  The Stick Shed  – J Smith
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The amazing collaborative Planting Team in Nettleton Park Glen Iris on the 16/9/2022 A total of 53 people attended

Nettleton Park. Dawson Drive

Poems
for a

Pandemic
Barry Horn

Illustrations by

Ian Horn

Poems for a Pandemic
– Barry Horn (Illustration by Ian Horn)

COVID-19 messed up the years 2020, 2021 and into 
2022. Melbourne was not alone in having to learn to 
live with periods of lockdown, curfew, mask-wearing, 
closure of non-essential work, physical distancing, 
travel restrictions, QR codes, vaccinations, a ‘ring 
of steel’ separating city and country, mandatory 
working-from-home, density limits etc.
In an attempt to lighten the mood a little during these 
periods of lockdowns and restrictions, I accidentally 
wrote a series of nonsensical poems. Most were 
published in the magazine of the Burwood Heights 
Uniting Church and others elsewhere. I have 
collected the poems into an anthology so as to be 
available for next time. It also contains hilarious 
illustrations by Ian Horn.

Folks are buying the book as a Christmas gift. 
You can get copies from Barry by emailing 
barryhorn@bigpond.com . The price is $5 and all 
proceeds will go to Tonga to help a village recover 
from the January 2022 volcano and flooding.

Zooming
They’re calling a meeting and said I should go 
but I’m stuck at home, there’s a virus you know. 
They said not to worry, we’re going to Zoom, 
it will all be on-line, you can stay in your room.
It was all new to me and I’m sad to relate, 
I mucked up the passcode and joined them all late. 
Then I could see them and they couldn’t see me,
I had no idea where that button should be!
It was just bad luck that my phone chose to ring, 
it gave me a fright and I dropped the damn thing! 
I felt like a coot when the sound went all mute, 
they tried to explain, but it didn’t compute.
By then I had something important to say, 
but the time had run out and they’d all gone away. 
I promised that next time I’d have it all righted. 
They said not to bother, I’d not be invited.

http://www.doncastercameraclub.org.au
http://www.doncastercameraclub.org.au
mailto:doncastercameraclub@gmail.com
mailto:barryhorn@bigpond.com
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solo career took off. 
In the past 20 years, 
he has released a 
steady stream of solo 
albums, had several 
Grammy winners and 
often featured guest 
stars.
The last time I heard 
him play live, he 
spent a large part 
of his set explaining 

the blues to a remarkably patient audience who would 
really have preferred his guitar do the talking. Thankfully 
he kicks off his latest album with a track that makes 
his intentions abundantly clear. ‘I Let My Guitar Do The 
Talking’ is a high-octane, horn-backed blues rocker that 
occasionally recalls vintage Guy (1968’s dynamic, live 
‘This Is Buddy Guy’ comes to mind).
He enlists a few notable and unusual helpers, 
including Mavis Staples (a nostalgic ramble on ‘We 

Buddy Guy:
The Blues Don’t Lie (Sony)
– Mike Daly 

Buddy Guy, at 86, is a living blues legend. I first saw the 
Louisiana-born guitarist onstage around 50 years ago, as 
part of a duo with harmonica player Junior Wells. Guy had 
already made his name among blues aficionados with a 
series of solo albums featuring his incendiary electric riffs.
From trying to emulate earlier blues greats like B B King 
and T-Bone Walker on a homemade guitar, Buddy began 
playing in local clubs and eventually made the pilgrimage 
north to that Mecca of electric blues: Chicago. He landed 
gigs with the likes of Howlin’ Wolf, joined Muddy Waters 
(who had mentored him at Chess Records) and had 
several solo hits.
He teamed up with Wells but when British stars like Jeff 
Beck, Keith Richards and Eric Clapton began to sing his 
praises (a sad reflection on US music corporates), Guy’s 

Go Back’), Elvis Costello, James Taylor, Jason Isbell 
(a lament for weaponised America on ‘Gunsmoke 
Blues’) and Bobby Rush (trading funky choruses on 
the definitely non-PC ‘What’s Wrong with That?’). The 
least impressive to my mind is ‘Symptoms of Love’ 
with Elvis Costello, a monochromatic slow rocker that 
recalls ’60s British groups.
Among surprises are Taylor’s funky contribution on 
‘Follow the Money’ and Guy’s nod to the Beatles with a 
cover of ‘I’ve Got A Feeling’, while his faithful tributes to 
B B King on ‘Sweet Thing’ and Slim Harpo on the 
acoustic ‘King Bee’ are the standouts.
Like all the great predecessors whose flame he carries 
proudly, Guy will keep rocking the blues until (with 
apologies to Milton) all passion is spent.

Mike Daly is a local resident and a widely 
experienced and well-known journalist with a keen 
ear and eye on the music scene. He can  
be contacted at mikedaly35@gmail.com .

The VCAL Garden 
Journey
A Tough Pathway to Success
– Glenys Grant 

The Forest Hill College indigenous garden project was 
recently launched after a two year struggle, which began 
in frustration and ended in delight. 
In 2021 the Rotary Club of Forest Hill and Forest 
Hill College had the idea of working together on an 
environmentally suitable garden project at the school. 
Teacher Adrienne Baucke decided VCAL Year 11 students 
were the ideal group to progress this idea. They would be 
going into business, so would need to understand how to 
draw up a business plan, present it and complete the job. 
The students were drawn to the thought of leaving 
something behind for perpetuity and for future students 
to enjoy. Being environmentally focused, they wanted an 
Australian native garden for their peers to read and reflect 
in, and somewhere to attract birds, bees and butterflies.
The group worked out the project timelines, parameters, 
and likely costs. The area they picked was a neglected, 
unused area behind their library with a scungy pond, 
decaying wooden seats, unsuitable plants and trees that 
needed major pruning. It was enclosed, so had good 
security, and the library students could use the area, 
which had potential for success. 
They presented a business plan proposal to the school 
for the site and a second plan to the Rotary club for 
funding. They needed garden tools so outlined a request 
to Bunnings. Whitehorse indigenous plant nursery was 
asked for plants. Everyone supported them. 

Whitehorse Gardens for Wildlife volunteer facilitator, 
Belinda Moody joined the group of supporters, adding 
knowledge, good contacts and guidance. Her volunteers 
gave students advice on suitable plants, canopy cover 
and how best to plan an indigenous garden. 
When COVID hit, schools were closed for weeks. It 
seemed the project wasn’t progressing. Every time the 
students and their dedicated teacher, Adrienne Baucke 
got back to school, they managed to do a little work on 
the garden. By end of year, the huge amount of clearing 
and cleaning up exposed, among other things, a nest of 
rats under the scungy pond. Decayed seats and cracked 
edgings and rocks had been removed. It was a bare 
canvas for creativity.
Restrictions eased and the 2022 school year began. 
The students, now in year 12, were determined to finish 

their garden despite their heavier workload. They turned 
over the soil, cleaned out the pond and replaced it in the 
same spot, ready for frogs. Plants were placed according 
to their plan, and the area mulched. So technically the 
garden was ready. 
But they had nowhere to sit but the ground. That’s 
where the Rotary Club of Forest Hill helped again. An 
environmentally friendly concrete mix, satin finished 
table with bench seating for 10, two side tables and two 
extra chairs were donated by the club. All are sturdy and 
guaranteed to last any student or weather onslaught. 
The launch was on a lovely, sunny spring day. Plants 
had survived the turbulent weather of the previous week. 
Bees were inhabiting the bee houses hung in the trees. 
Adrienne Baucke explained the project and Principal 
David Rogers thanked all involved. R.C Forest Hill 
President Bill Marsh presented an Environment Award 
and voucher prize to Charlotte Smart, the student who 
was voted by her peers as best contributor to the project. 
Gratitude is expressed to all the generous contributors 
to this project. 
And to the VCAL 
Year 12 students 
– as Adrienne has 
said ‘You have 
been committed, 
creative and 
dedicated – 
congratulations to 
all for your efforts. 
In six months 
this area will be 
the wildlife and 
student haven you 
envisaged and a 
fitting tribute to 
leave for future 
generations’. 

Surrey Dive 
Lake with a storied past
Box Hill residents will know Surrey Dive as the almost 
perfectly circular lake more than 100m across that is the 
centrepiece of Surrey Park. Wander down there on any 
Sunday and you will find Surrey Park Model Boat Club 
members sailing replica battleships, paddle steamers 
and speed boats. The flat, wide paths and lots of places 
to sit around the lake make it a pleasant place to watch 
the water birds. 
Surrey Dive is not a natural lake, however, but the 
remains of an extremely large hole dug to provide the 
clay for the nearby brickworks established around 
1880. When production was suspended in 1892, the 
hole began to fill up with water from an underground 
spring thought to have been compromised by the clay 
excavations. The size of the hole before it began to fill 
with water was estimated to be up to 40m deep. 

The lake, known as a drowning hazard because of its 
extraordinary depth and steep, rocky cliffs, claimed many 
lives through accident or suicide. Following the drowning 
death of a 14-year-old boy in 1905, the then Nunawading 
Council gave the newly formed Surrey Park Swimmers 
Club permission to transform the hole into a recognised 
swimming venue. 
It remained a competition venue until the 1930s when 
a new swimming complex was built nearby. Following 

a severe drought in the late 1960s, it was decided to 
drain the pit and to use the water for irrigating nearby 
trees. It then became part of a Bicentennial project in the 
1980s when the hole was filled in and a much shallower, 
ornamental lake created. 
These notes are based on articles published by the 
ABC, Atlas Obscura and Weekend Notes. To read 
more, go here: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-
01-12/curious-melbourne-history-of-surrey-dive-
veritable-death-trap/9285176 , here https://www.
atlasobscura.com/places/surrey-dive and here: 
https://www.weekendnotes.com/surrey-dive-lake-
playground/182918/

Charlotte Smart receives the Rotary Club 
of Forest Hill Environment Award from 
President Bill Marsh. 
L-R: VCAL Teacher Adrienne Baucke, 
President RC Forest Hill  
Bill Marsh, Charlotte Smart and Forest Hill 
College Principal David Rogers.Gardens for Wildlife volunteer, Tony, giving advice to ensure best 

indigenous garden results.

Forest Hill College VCAL students, 2022.

A teaching session with Gardens for Wildlife group, followed by 
planning.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-01-12/curious-melbourne-history-of-surrey-dive-veritable-death-trap/9285176
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-01-12/curious-melbourne-history-of-surrey-dive-veritable-death-trap/9285176
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-01-12/curious-melbourne-history-of-surrey-dive-veritable-death-trap/9285176
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/surrey-dive
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/surrey-dive
https://www.weekendnotes.com/surrey-dive-lake-playground/182918/
https://www.weekendnotes.com/surrey-dive-lake-playground/182918/
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When Betty, his wife of now nearly 70 years, and he 
married, they survived for many years on a shoestring. 
He battled to pay off his first house. He worked as a display 
manager, a bus driver and a sales manager. Often more 
than one job at a time. One part time job was as a Bail 
Justice of Victoria – a position he held for over 30 years. 
Keith continually helped the community. Young sports 
people needed a local venue, so with a team of 
volunteers he organised the North Blackburn Koonung 
Park Sports Centre, five tennis clubs and a basketball 
stadium. Rotary and he enthusiastically partnered. 
Through their auspices he facilitated and became 
involved in many more community projects. In 1977 he 
joined the Lions Club – and he is still helping them. 
He became Mayor of the former City of Nunawading in 
1968-69 and continued his work through this office. In 
1992 Keith received his OAM. Rather than rest on his 
achievements it seems to have spurred him on to do even 
more – as with most others who receive the award.
So … what has he accomplished since receiving the award?
Keith, assisted by others, founded the Eastern 
Emergency Relief Network Inc. (EERN) in 1995. Its 
volunteers collect donations of unwanted household 
goods and take them to the operation headquarters in 
Mitcham. They then go to welfare agencies, which direct 
distribution as to community need. 
It started in a small way and, he says, there was initially 
opposition, but now there are 110 charities in eastern 
Melbourne using the service and more than 60,000 

Marie recently started a 10-week line dancing course 
for the Southern Migrant Refugee Centre, where she 
supported participants to join in-person and from home. 
Marie also runs many line dancing classes for aged care 
residents, both in-person and online. People enjoy the 
music, company and dance while improving their balance 
and confidence.

families and individuals assisted in times of crisis. It is still 
totally run by volunteers. 
Over the years he received many other accolades – the 
Centenary medal, the Rotary Paul Harris Fellow and both 
he and Betty became Whitehorse Citizens of the Year. 
More recently, in a surprise ceremony, this wonderful 
couple were given the Keys to the City of Whitehorse for 
their lifetime achievements. 
Keith says he retired at 75. Yet five years ago he, with 
others, assisted in opening the first Umbrella Dementia 
Café in the Eastern suburbs. Keith is very enthusiastic 
about this project, which empowers people living with 
dementia to regain their autonomy and improve their 
wellbeing, while providing support to carers. 
Now 92, and at an age when he is entitled just to sit back 
and think of himself, Keith is still working for others. He is 
currently urging people to help Eastern Emergency Relief 
Network buy a new truck. 
He says ‘The truck is 17 years old and on the way out’. 
Donors working to raise the funds required include Lions 
whose contribution has been doubled by a district grant, 
Rotary Club of Nunawading and several long-standing 
supporters. More is needed for the purchase and running 
costs.
Keith is also helping the Lions Club sell Christmas cakes. 
In a recent discussion with Graeme Howie of the Howie 
Bros, he inspired Graeme to write a song entitled the 
Lions Christmas Cake. Keith has it on a CD. I heard it, 
and it’s great. As he says, he is continuing his favourite 
activity of helping others. 

Marie is passionate about her role and responsibility 
to the community and generous with her assistance to 
others despite her added responsibilities of helping her 
family raise her six grandchildren and running a freelance 
editorial consultancy. 
She generously shares her skills in supporting many 
individuals and organisations. She has spent many 
years tutoring students from non-English speaking 
backgrounds for their scholarship examinations to 
selective schools. Many organisations have benefited 
from Marie’s readiness to volunteer her practical skills, 
creativity and enthusiasm. They include the Ashburton 
Community Centre, the Vermont South Learning Centre, 
the Victorian Line Dancing Association, the Anglo-Indian 
Australasian Association of Victoria and the Burgher 
Association (Australia). 
Marie is also an active volunteer with Editors Victoria, 
serving as the Events Officer and coordinating 
professional development opportunities for members. 
During the pandemic, Marie helped the organisation 
to move events online, providing valuable learning 
opportunities and social interaction, particularly for self-
employed freelance editors.

Keith Rooney OAM 
A lifetime of service 
– Glenys Grant 

Members of the Order of 
Australia are inspiring in their 
dedication to their profession 
and to the community. 
One such example is Keith 
Rooney OAM who received 
this award in 1992 in 
recognition of his lifetime of 
service to others – as he says 
his ‘hands on Christian work’. 
I recently interviewed Keith, 
and this is his story. 
Most people are delighted to 
receive the Order of Australia 
as recognition of a life’s work. 
For Keith the reaction was a 

little different. He was amazed, honoured and bewildered. 
As he said – it was only the start to what he intended to 
accomplish. 
Keith was brought up by the Legacy Club so he 
understands how kindness and a helping hand can 
support families that may be struggling. He says he didn’t 
expect anything further from anyone as he knew he could 
have a good life via his own efforts – and along the way 
help others. 

Marie Pietersz
Senior of the Year  
(Promotion of Multiculturalism)
Marie Pietersz has been named as winner of the Victorian 
2022 Senior of the Year (Promotion of Multiculturalism) 
Award for her significant contribution in promoting the 
benefits of cultural diversity in her local community or in 
the broader community.
Since migrating from Sri Lanka in 1972, Marie has 
focused on making the most of every opportunity to help 
people develop their skills, have fun and stay connected 
through music and dance.
For the past 16 years, Marie has run line dancing classes 
at Nunawading U3A. Her popular classes were held via 
Zoom during the pandemic, helping members to socialise 
and stay active from home. The group have regularly 
performed at the Victorian Seniors Festival, including 
recent online performances, and are looking forward to 
dancing at Celebration Day.

Keith Ernest Rooney. 
Medal (OAM) General  
Division for service to  
the community 1992.

Marie Pietersz with Minister Colin Brooks and Governor 
Linda Dessau at Government House on 26 October 2022.

Angelo Quabba – Artist and 
McCubbin Award winner 

Best in Show - Angelo Quabba 
‘Still Life with Sunflowers’

Orange Door is a free service for adults, children 
and young people who are experiencing or have 
experienced family violence and families who need 
extra support with the care of children. You should 
contact The Orange Door if:
•	someone close to you is hurting you, controlling 

you or making you feel afraid eg your partner, 
family member, carer or parent(s)

•	you are a child or young person who doesn’t have 
what you need to be OK

•	you are worried about the safety of a friend or 
family member

•	you need more support with the care of children, 
eg due to money issues, illness, addiction, grief, 
isolation or conflict

•	you are worried about the safety of a child or 
young person

•	you need help to change your behaviour and stop 
using violence in your relationships.

The Orange Door can work with you on your own, 
or together with your family members depending 
on your situation. Workers at The Orange Door also 
know that people continue to be affected by family 
violence long after the violence stops. 
If you are experiencing family violence now or have 
experienced it in the past and want help, contact 
The Orange Door at https://orangedoor.vic.gov.au/ 

Whitehorse Art Show 
– Glenys Grant

The Rotary Club of Box Hill-Burwood held its 56th four-
day Whitehorse Art Show in late October. The Art show 
provides an outlet for quality artists from all over Victoria 
to display and sell their work. It has grown from a local 
community event in 1970 to become one of the longest 
running, most respected and biggest art shows in Victoria.
The art show was the brainchild of Rotarian Ted Shaw. 
It began in 1965 with the work of 30 artists and the very 
conventional artwork of the day was displayed on the 
median strip of Whitehorse Road Box Hill, in the shopping 
centre precinct. It remained in this site until 1990, when 
the new venue became the Box Hill Town Hall, where it 
continues to be held. 
The Gala Opening night on Wednesday 
October 28 attracted 160 people, 
including artists, Rotarians, sponsors 
and supporters to view 560 art works 
by 170 artists. These used all types 
of materials and techniques including 
photography and ranged from 15 
cm to 1.2m in size. Prices ranged 
from $150 to $8,700. Miles Johnson 
provided a sample of his beautiful 
delicate art blown glass display.
Each year, all profits are used for a 
variety of community projects within 
the City of Whitehorse. This year, 
art sales of $36,000 and generous 
sponsor support enabled the Club to 
provide funds for the Box Hill Hospital 

Stroke Unit to purchase two new vital stroke support 
machines. The club wishes to thank all involved in this 
major fund raiser for 2022. 
Best in Show and McCubbin Award winner was Angelo 
Quabba for ‘Still Life with Sunflowers’. The Best Oil or 
Acrylic went to Chris White ‘The Creek, Winter’. The Best 
Work on Paper was Pierina Sannia’s ‘Italian Wedding 
in the 80’s’. The Best Oil or Acrylic to $1,500 went to 
Matthew Petrucci’s ‘Last Light, Blue Mountains. The Best 
Work on Paper up to $1,500 was won by Yesim Gozukara 
‘Evening Tranquility’. 
The Best Photographic Image. (Susan Fenton Memorial 
Award) went to John Rapley ‘Energy – New, Old, Original’. 
The Student Art Work (Emile Stoll Trust Award) First Prize 
winner was Patrick Boothey ‘Paralysis’. Community Arts 
Prize – Graeme Milburn Memorial Award, sponsored by 
Box Hill Police and Paula Milburn was won by Uma Barry 
for ‘Natures Lily’

https://orangedoor.vic.gov.au/


Eastsider News  —  No.15 December 2022 13

Coffee with a Cop
– Patricia Fincham

How long is it since you have had the 
opportunity of speaking to a local Police 
Officer – and I don’t mean because you have been 
involved in any form of law breaking/prevention/victim? 
Have you ever had a Coffee with a Cop?
On 13 October, Whitehorse Churches Care who work 
with local Police on the Whitehorse Community Support 
register, hosted a Coffee with a Cop at the Forest Hill 

Chase Community Space. Senior Constable 
Brendan Gogarty and several other Police 
Officers spent time with about 50 members of 
the public listening to, answering questions 

and being generally informative on the role of 
our Police, as well as enjoying a cup of coffee.

There is a song from a Gilbert & Sullivan show ‘A 
policeman’s Lot is Not a Happy One’ and I am sure most 
would agree this is the case, especially in today’s society. 
Even the gear they wear on patrol – camera, microphone, 
special bullet-proof vest and a gun, is intimidating. 
I asked one officer how much this weighed. 

The answer: 15kgs on top of their body weight.
Literature was distributed on all aspects of safety, 
including special screws to replace existing number plate 
screws with instructions of how to install them. It was 
also great to see the younger members of our society 
enjoying talking to and laughing with a police officer.
People to whom I spoke certainly enjoyed the opportunity 
to be up close and personal with these valued members 
of our emergency system. We should remember they are 
also family members who often put their lives on the line 
to keep us safe.

Mont Albert Markets
Hamilton Street Surrey Hills
The Mont Albert Market is a new monthly market that 
brings together local artists, artisans, producers and 
growers in a vibrant community setting. 
The Rotary Club of Mont Albert and Surrey Hills 
(MASH) launched the Mont Albert Market in August 
2022 and since then has attracted market lovers 
each month.
To find out more, take a peek at The Rotary Club of 
Mont Albert and Surrey Hills MASH Facebook page. 
To enquire about a stall in 2023, contact Patt on 
0425 725 899 or by email at 
pattgags@yahoo.com.au .

A stallholder’s Perspective 
of MASH’s Monthly Market
– Sal Dugan

Getting a market up and running is a bit of a challenge, 
especially when the designated site is Mont Albert’s 
rather small car park in Hamilton Street. These days, the 
car park is generally taken up by the cumbersome four 
wheel drives owned by the countless people working 
on the massive level crossing removal project currently 
underway at both Mont Albert and Surrey Hills Stations. 
Since the works began, car spots in the area have been 
at a premium and traders and regular shoppers have 
been having a hard time of it for the latter half of the year. 

But did that stop MASH (Mont Albert and Surrey Hills) 
Rotary from securing the site for a monthly Sunday 
market? It sure didn’t. 
The November market was a stunner. Crossing removal 
workers and their cars were ejected for the day, 
stallholders came from near and far selling an eclectic mix 
of wares, from milkshake shaped candles to plants, tea 
towels, clothing and handcrafted jewelry. There was bric a 
brac for those who love stuff from decades past and kids, 
enlisting help from their parents, selling toys and books 
they no longer needed. There was honey from suburban 
hives; there were stalls selling pasta, pate, fudge. 
The hard-working Rotarians added to their fundraising 
efforts as traders and shoppers alike yielded to their cake 
stall and sausage sizzle temptations. They’d even been 

in touch with Santa, who came along and handed out 
largesse to all.
The weather was kind and the camaraderie amongst 
stallholders and those browsing evoked a true village 
atmosphere. Locals have been supporting the market 
since its inception a few months back, and not only do 
the marketers benefit, so do the traders who open on the 
day. Cafes were booming, as were the local op shops, the 
village supermarket and the street’s famed bakery. 
The next market will be on January 22 between 9am and 
1pm, given the fourth Sunday in December is Christmas 
Day. Well worth a visit if you’re in the area.
Sal Dugan was at the market in the attempt to reduce a 
lifetime of accumulating exquisite junk.

Why do I read Agatha 
Christie detective 
novels?
– Carmel McNaught

I have always read voraciously, eclectically, 
excited by what images and ideas the next page 
might bring. As an academic for 50 plus years, 
I read professional material in both science and 
humanities. As a citizen, I read news articles and 
commentaries. Biographies (auto or otherwise) 
have given me grand insights into the human 
condition. However, my comfort intellectual food 
has always been fiction, especially detective stories, the 
grand ‘master’’ of which is Agatha Christie. 
Christie was a prodigious author; her output included 66 
detective novels and 14 short-story collections, many 
revolving around the fictional detectives Hercule Poirot 
and Miss Jane Marple. I have read most of these works. 
Both Poirot and Marple are unique characters, with each 
having several quirks. Neither could be called physically 
beautiful; Hercule Poirot’s vanity, as exemplified by his 
obsession with his moustache, contrasts with Marple’s 
somewhat fluffy, shawl-draped, quiet demeanour. Poirot’s 
emphasis on logic, using ‘his little grey cells’ contrasts 
delightfully with Marple’s use of somewhat far-fetched 
analogies to characters in her home village, St Mary 
Mead. Both, however, solve the murder or murders in 
each plot. 
How do I read an Agatha Christie novel? I cannot just 
let the story unfold. I keep mental notes of words and 

circumstances that might be important 
clues. I ask myself constantly: ‘Why 

has Agatha (I allow myself the luxury 
of using her first name) decided to 
include this person, or this event? 

Do I believe what X has just said? 
What is the significance of, for example, 

the cat, the colour of the car, the 
menu at dinner, the similarity 

(or otherwise) between the 
appearance of A and B, the 
rain (or no rain) the night 
before, the precise record 
of timings being noted, etc., 
etc.?’ I am immersed in the 
world of each story and 

come up refreshed after each immersion.
Have the filmic versions of Hercule Poirot and Miss 
Marple tales added to or detracted from my delight in 
these stories? That is hard to answer because I cannot 
turn down an opportunity to watch one of them. Of 
course, Hercule Poirot IS David Suchet; I cannot picture 
him otherwise. (No, Kenneth Branagh does not do it 
for me in this role; he is way better in a Shakespearean 
production.) My favourite Miss Marple actress is Joan 
Hickson, but the connection is not so absolute as with 
David Suchet’s Hercule Poirot. 
While the films and television productions have 
influenced my mental images, none is anywhere near as 
good as the books. The unfolding nuance of the detail in 
describing a setting is important, much more so than the 
whole scene being revealed at once. I feel I need every 
word as I sleuth my way through the murderous enigma. 
The tightness of the writing is a true delight. 

How successful am I in solving each mystery? Maybe 
about fifty-fifty. When I ‘fail’, I search to find out what 
clue(s) I missed. Each mystery is a grand adventure. 
So, why write this piece for Eastsider News? I am quite 
convinced that my little grey cells are being preserved 
through this thoroughly enjoyable reading practice. Also, 
as I get older (now 72), I like to imagine myself as a fluffy 
old lady with a mind like a steel trap. I recommend a 
regular dose of an Agatha mystery to all Eastsider News 
readers towards ensuring a long and active mental life, 
always ready for the challenges that this increasingly 
complex world presents.
Carmel McNaught is the Emeritus Professor of Learning 
Enhancement at The Chinese University of Hong Kong. 
Agatha Christie has accompanied her in her peripatetic 
academic life across Africa, Asia, Australasia, the Middle 
East and the UK; a truly wonderful companion. Email: 
carmel.mcnaught@cuhk.edu.hk

Is this forever 
A short film by Charlie Di Stefano
Charlie Di Stefano, a young filmmaker who 
lives locally has sought our help to raise 
awareness of his short film Is this forever 

and his campaign to raise funds for its production. 
Is This Forever was inspired by Charlie’s brother Lucca and 
his mental health struggles. The film seeks to tell young men 
that they can be vulnerable, that there is no point in suffering 
in silence.
Charlie has set up a fundraising campaign to finance his film. 
Please follow the links below to find out more about Charlie’s 
project. 
Go fund Me Link: https://www.gofundme.com/f/is-this-
forever-film
Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/isthisforever_
film/?igshid=ZDg1NjBiNjg%3D
YouTube: Is this Forever – Film Fundraiser. 
https://youtu.be/S6neVDP1pP8
We also have an article on our website which more fully 
discusses this project. Please go to our Eastsider extra blog 
here: https://www.eastsidernews.org.au/recent-news/
Charlie Di Stefano lives in Hawthorn and graduated from 
Trinity Grammar School in 2021. 

MONT ALBERT MARKET 
Mont Albert Village 
Hamilton Street Mont Albert
Bric a Brac, Craft, Produce, 
Plants, Food etc 

Rotary Club of 
Mont Albert & Surrey Hills 
AUSTRALIA DAY 
MARKET DAY 
Sunday January 22nd. 2023 
9am - 1pm 

Stall enquiries Patt 0425 725 899 
pattgags@yahoo.com.au
David 0438 833 917
FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fmash.rotary&data=05%7C01%7C%7C0a3686159bb4422f1bf208dac8deb330%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638043156072137209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f1ZBwuwQIWgI%2B%2BApx6EQYM20UOr%2F8jQF0%2B%2FimOsgcus%3D&reserved=0
mailto:pattgags@yahoo.com.au
https://youtu.be/S6neVDP1pP8
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BANDS & BURGERS

FRIDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 2023
4.30PM - 8PM
HAWTHORN COMMUNITY HOUSE

 

32 HENRY ST - CENTRAL GARDENS - Hawthorn

GOLD COIN DONATION 
BYO PICNIC RUG

cRAFT ACTIVITIES  
PLUS FACE PAINTING

RESISTANCE burgers,  
DOS AMIGOS AND  

LES CREPES DE MARION

IN THE PARK

Bestchance
A new site for a local charity
– Glenys Grant OAM

On Thursday, 10 November 2022, Mayor of Monash and 
Councillor for Oakleigh Ward, Stuart James, officially 
opened the new site for bestchance. A local not-for-profit 
organisation, bestchance supports children and families 
through integrated services including children’s therapies, 
early education, accredited training, family support and a 
specialist primary school. 
The new site marks an expansion for bestchance’s 
renowned Cheshire School. The primary school’s unique 
program assists children with significant social, emotional 

Recognition and Awards 
scholarships at 
Box Hill Institute
– Glenys Grant

The Box Hill Institute is a leading provider of vocational 
and higher education in the eastern suburbs of 
Melbourne. On November 16, it held its Recognition 
and Awards scholarship night at the Institute’s 
Fountains restaurant. 
Rotary clubs that sponsored scholarships or awards 
were represented at the presentations. They included the 
Rotary Club of Doncaster (Bruce Parker Scholarship); 
Rotary Club of Camberwell (Bert Stevens Apprentice 
Scholarship); Rotary Club Mont Albert and Surrey Hills 
(The MASH Inducement to Succeed Scholarship); and 
Rotary Club of Box Hill Central (RC Box Hill Central 
Indigenous Scholarship).
Rotary Club of Forest Hill sponsors three scholarships, 
which are awarded to students who are committed to 
their studies and who exhibit career aspirations within 
courses for the Automotive, Electrotechnology/Air 
conditioning and Refrigeration and Timber trades. The 
prize money is to be used to purchase tools of trade, 
setting each student up to begin their professional life. 
The Graham Taylor Award was presented by Rotarian 
Sue Ballard to student Jessica Jolley who is studying a 
Certificate III in Air Conditioning and Refrigeration. Jess 
is the only female in her class and is considered to be a 
great future mentor for female students.

and behavioural challenges to become the very best 
version of themselves. 
Cheshire school, named after the benefactor and school 
book publisher Frank Cheshire, was established in 1987 
and has a proud heritage and reputation for helping 
children attain their highest potential. 
The school’s team of teachers, psychologists, education 
support officers and allied health personnel use an 
evidence-based intervention program to collaborate with 
families and aid students gain the skills and confidence 
to re-engage with learning and transition back into 
mainstream schooling.
The new state-of-the-art school building has capacity for 
40 students. Children benefit from the purpose-designed 

The two Ford Davis Awards were introduced and 
presented by Gary Davis, of the Ford Davis family. 
The first winner was Jeremy Calf who is studying a 
Certificate III in Light Vehicle Mechanical Technology. 
The second winner was Alvin Asangi who is studying a 
Certificate III in Carpentry.
The student prize-winners all excelled in both practical 
skills and theory units. Their long-term goals are to 
develop their skills to the highest level and to give the 
best quality service they can to their clients. They also 
want to build their own teams as a way of assisting 
others who share their interests and help them achieve 
their goals as they themselves have been helped.
The Susan Fenton Inspirational Scholarship honours 
the life of Susan Fenton. It touches the hearts of all 

spaces including high ceilings, lots of natural light, well-
equipped nature playgrounds and beautifully landscaped 
gardens.
Children’s therapy services are available for all children on 
site, including speech pathology, occupational therapy, 
psychology, physiotherapy, music therapy, play therapy 
and social work. 
To provide a truly integrated approach to child and family 
care, bestchance also runs its Family Support Services 
from an adjoining building on the same site. Programs 
facilitate and nurture families experiencing crisis, whether 
it is financial instability, domestic violence, anxiety and 
depression, adjusting to the demands of parenthood, or 
caring for children with additional needs.
With the goal of creating stronger communities, healthier 
families and happier childhoods, bestchance has a strong 
vision for its place within the Monash and surrounding 
communities. This new building represents a great new 
chapter for the charity. 

Bestchance is located at 16 Woodlea Drive, 
Glen Waverley. Find out more at their website 
https://www.bestchance.org.au/ or contact them 
by phone on 1300 224 644 or by email at 
enquiries@bestchance.org.au

Rotarians who knew her and her husband, Rob, both 
dedicated Rotarians. This is a special award from Box 
Hill Institute which the Board decided to give on an 
annual basis since Susan passed away. It recognises 
her contribution not only as a teaching staff member but 
also as the first staff elected Board member.
The scholarship has the aim of encouraging more 
females to take up non-traditional trades such as 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, air conditioning, 
automotive, etc. It is something Susan was passionate 
about, and she was herself an example of a female in 
a non-traditional area, being an engineer. This year the 
winner was Selene Karlson (Electrical apprentice).

Lift the Lid “Footy” Walk 
for Mental Health 2023
The Rotary Club of Mont Albert and Surrey Hills (MASH) 
invites you to join them for the third annual Lift the Lid 
Walk for Mental Health at Deakin University on Sunday, 
26 February 2023. 
Rotary have again teamed up with the St Kilda Football 
Club, Danny Frawley Centre, and Australian Rotary Health 
to host the popular event. It involves lots of AFL inspired 
activities for all ages to win prizes, have some healthy 
competition with friends and even meet some St Kilda 
Football Club stars. St Kilda players will also host a footy 
clinic for kids aged 8-12 years.
Danny ‘Spud’ Frawley was a St Kilda football club 
player and coach who struggled with mental illness and 
tragically lost his life in 2019. This event honours Spud, 
and all those we know and love who have struggled to 
cope, by raising funds for a PhD scholarship for mental 
health research in Victoria.
If you’re a member of a local sporting club, your club 
can win $2000 by getting involved. MASH is seeking 10 
clubs to contribute $100 each for the chance to win. The 
prize will be awarded to the club which gets the most 
supporters to buy tickets to the event at $30 a head. 
Please email lifthelidwalk@gmail.com to get involved.
To find out more and book your tickets at https://www.
liftthelidwalk.com.au/mont-albert-surrey-hills. 
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Bestchance foyer

Cheshire School and bestchance opening by Mayor of Monash, 
Stuart James, and bestchance Board.

L-R: Gary Davis, Jessica Jolley, Jeremy Calf and Alvin Asangi.

Rob Fenton and Selene Karlson.

https://www.bestchance.org.au/
mailto:enquiries@bestchance.org.au
mailto:lifthelidwalk@gmail.com
https://www.liftthelidwalk.com.au/mont-albert-surrey-hills
https://www.liftthelidwalk.com.au/mont-albert-surrey-hills
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The 123 Read 2 Me Literacy Program 
needs your help 
– Blackburn Lions Club

123 Read 2 Me collects thousands of used children’s books, 
stores them in a warehouse, then distributes them free of charge 
to children. Melinda Shelley, the founder of 123 Read 2 Me, 

New Home, New Hope
– Rowan McClean

Members of Rotary Club of North Balwyn (RCNB), 
concerned about the newly arrived refugee families who 
had escaped the Taliban take-over in Afghanistan in 
August 2021, decided to see what Rotary could do to 
assist them.
AMES Australia has, for many years, helped migrants 
by providing English language training and job search 
support. They were appointed by government to assist 
these refugees. Individuals are registered with Centrelink 
and, following temporary accommodation, allocated 
housing officers to help find housing to settle the families. 
There are more than 1,000 families in the southeast of 
Melbourne. Many more are expected as the Federal 
Government has announced it will issue 31,500 visas. 
AMES provides basic furniture, fittings and household 
supplies on behalf of the Ministry of Home Affairs but the 

recently attended a meeting at Blackburn Lions Club and spoke 
about how important reading is to a child’s development.
She explained that reading to a child for only 10 minutes daily 
increases their chances of finishing their education by an 
enormous percentage. It also leads to a child achieving greater 
career goals and therefore impacts on Australia’s overall GDP. 
Many families find it difficult to access books for their children, 
with schools having limited supplies and the cost of purchasing 
books out of reach for many families. Amazingly, some schools 
do not even have a library.
The books are currently stored in a temporary warehouse 
for sorting and despatch, but they are looking for permanent 
warehouse space. Melinda has asked that we spread the word.

Lions and an invitation to attend a meeting. Several new 
members have joined as a direct result of being asked at 
these events.
The buying public are eager to snap up a bargain from 
8am and most of the goods are sold on the day. The 
profits are put into the activities account and used to help 
the needy in our community.
Around 40 members, partners and helpers sort and 
display the goods on trestle tables, then on the Saturday 
sell the items by cash or credit card. After the event, 
the big clean up starts with rubbish taken to the tip and 
unsold goods stored for the next sale.

families have been requesting additional items. Rotary 
aims to fill the gap between the goods supplied by AMES 
and what families need to settle in comfortably. 
AMES works closely with Bakhtar Community 
Organisation, a group of people from Afghanistan, many 
of whom were refugees in the past. Their aim is to help 
new arrivals to settle in and integrate into Australian 

President of Blackburn Lions Club Don Lucas, Melinda Shelley 
from 123 Read 2 Me and Lynne Culph from Blackburn Lions Club 
also on the management team for 123 Read 2 Me.

society. Other help groups tend to focus on certain 
groups but Bakhtar is happy to assist all new arrivals, 
now including Ukrainians. It is therefore an excellent fit 
with Rotary.
RCNB developed a relationship with Bakhtar in 
November/December 2021, and introduced them to 
Rotary’s Donations in Kind, Rotary Inner Melbourne 
Emergency Network (RIMERN) and Eastern Emergency 
Relief Network. These groups provide supplies detailed by 
families on ‘wishlists’ for supplementary household items.
Several deliveries of large items from RIMERN were 
funded by RCNB, and our team began collecting 
donations such as household items, clothing, bedding, 
furniture, household goods, appliances, TV sets, washing 
machines, dryers, refrigerators, toys, and bicycles. 
Storage space was a problem. RCNB arranged for the 
use of a large empty shed at the Koonung Heights Uniting 
Church in Balwyn as a transit venue. Local government 
councillor, Di Gillies and the new member for Kooyong, 
Dr. Monique Ryan MP, recently visited the Balwyn North 
facility. Through Greater Dandenong Council, we then 
identified an abandoned Scout Hall in Noble Park as a 
‘warehouse’. Another small facility has been located in 
the City of Casey. 
The response from the community has been 
remarkable. By the end of November 2022, we have 
sent 59 truckloads of goods from hundreds of separate 
community donors. Other Rotary clubs are helping, as are 
many community groups.
Bakhtar distributes the goods and Rotary supplies 
them with quality donations. As many more refugees 
are coming, helping new arrivals to become settled 
productive Australians will be the key sustainable benefit 
from this project.
Rowan McClean, PP PHF is Co-ordinator Refugee 
Families Support Project for Rotary North Balwyn
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Hub Local – Box Hill 
當地居民的共享工作空間

Corner Carrington Road 

& Thurston Street, Box Hill

N E W  C O W O R K I N G  S P A C E

H U B A U S T R A L I A . C O M / B O X H I L L

O P E N I N G  2 0 2 3

1 3 0 0  4 8 2  6 1 1

A coworking space for 
the local community. Sponsored Content

Hub Local, Box Hill
Coworking or flexible workspace is an increasingly 
popular concept with the rise in people looking for work 
arrangements outside the conventional office workspace. 
It provides shared facilities, services and tools to 
accommodate workers from different companies to work 
independently or in groups. 
Early in 2023, Hub Australia will open a coworking 
space at Box Hill Shopping Centre. To be known as Hub 
Local – Box Hill, there will be space for up to 750 people 
over three levels. The purpose designed space will suit 
entrepreneurs, small to large local businesses, and 
remote suburban workers.
Membership options include day passes, flexible desks, 
dedicated desks, offices and suites. Amenities will 
include an in-house café and business lounge, outdoor 
terrace, meeting spaces, podcast room, relaxation 
spaces, and phone booths. The Hub will also host regular 
events to encourage contact between companies and 
with remote workers. 
For more information, go to https://www.hubaustralia.
com/locations/melbourne/box-hill/

Blackburn Lions turn trash into cash
– Nelson Knight 

Blackburn Lions Club collect used household goods, 
tools, small furniture items, electrical goods etc over 
several weeks and this is stored in a large garage next to 
the Vermont Scout Hall. Every 3 months, the goods are 
transferred into the scout hall for sale on Saturday. 
A plant stall outside the hall is also very popular.
This is a chance to speak with potential members. 
Brochures are given out, together with information about 

https://www.hubaustralia.com/locations/melbourne/box-hill/
https://www.hubaustralia.com/locations/melbourne/box-hill/
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Healthy Region Project 
Opportunities for health, care, 
job creation and innovation
– Eastern Region Group of Councils

The Eastern Region Group of Councils (ERG) is a 
representative regional body comprising six local 
government authorities in eastern metropolitan 
Melbourne: Knox, Manningham, Maroondah, Monash, 
Whitehorse and Yarra Ranges. The ERG works through 
advocacy, integrated planning, shared services and joint 
procurement to benefit their communities.
The Healthy Regions Project is an example of the work 
that the ERG does to bring together the strengths and 
resources of the region to build a stronger economy and 
meet the needs of residents.
In October 2022, the ERG received funding from 
the State Government’s Metropolitan Partnerships 

Neighbourhood Watch Whitehorse 
works to keep you safe
– Chris Summers

Neighbourhood Watch Whitehorse 
actively works with Victoria Police 
to assist in reducing crime across 
Whitehorse. The last two to three years 
have been difficult due to COVID.

Our volunteers deliver flyers with the message ‘Don’t be 
a Victim’ to letterboxes in residential areas where crime 
has been committed. This is a reminder to lock up your 
house, garage, shed and cars. Two thirds of vehicles 
where theft has occurred are unlocked.

Another alarming figure is that seven out of 10 vehicles 
are stolen with their own keys. Thieves sneak into 
unlocked premises and very easily locate the car keys, 
usually quite close to the front or back door, then drive 
away in your car.
We will continue to run a Safe Plate Day once or twice 
each year, where we replace your number plate screws 
with anti-theft screws. Number plate theft is a real 
headache to Victoria Police. Plates are stolen, put onto 
another vehicle (that is often stolen) then carry out crimes 
such as petrol drive-offs and joy rides. 
Please watch out for our next Safe Plate Day on 1 April 
2023 at Bunnings Vermont South. Come along and have 
your plates secured.

In the next edition
The deadline for articles for the next edition of Eastsider 
News is 25 January 2023, with the edition due to go 
online mid February. We try to maintain diversity and 
give priority to pieces that are time relevant, so make 
sure you submit your article as soon as possible att 
eastsidernews1@gmail.com .

We encourage you to send us photographs and 
images that relate to your contribution. To get 
adequate resolution, please try to make them 
at least 250Kb and preferably larger at around 
400Kb or more.

The guidelines for writing for Eastsider News are: 
• Length and quality: ranging from 400-700 words, occasionally longer, but always well written, and concise. Letters to the Editors 

may be shortened if they are longer than 250 words.
• Relevance: local public interest, but sometimes with a broader context 
• Style: personal, but varied – story, humour, technical, creative, cartoons, etc 
• Evidence-based: transparency about whether it is factual or opinion 
• Language: can be expressive, but respectful and non-defamatory, with a focus on information, ideas, or issues, 
• Text to be submitted as an unformatted Word document by email 
• Photos and graphics: to be submitted as stand-alone jpegs by email to eastsidernews1@gmail.com. To get adequate resolution, 

we ask that your image has a resolution of 300dpi and is at least 250kb and preferably larger at around 400Kb or more.
• Author’s information: name and suburb for publication, an email address for follow-up but not publication. An author’s headshot 

and short bio is optional 
• The Editors will usually accept material as written, but may make minor changes to improve clarity, readability, or focus. 

The types of articles are expected to include: 
• General interest: local environment, planning and development, social issues, health, etc 
• Local activity centres and organisations: community centres, schools, churches, social groups, sports clubs, business, service 

clubs, universities, etc 
• Socio-demographic groups: eg ethnic, age, ability, household types, etc 
• Council business: Boroondara and Whitehorse ward reports, consultations, etc 
• Personalities: interviews with interesting ‘ordinary’ people, and related events 
• Culture, hobbies: art, music, recipes, eating out – and more.  
We publish a new edition online every two months. We will also add to and update content on our website, and plan to do a limited 
print edition for community distribution when funds become available. Go to our website at www.eastsidernews.org.au to check out 
the current and past editions.

EastsiderNews

EastsiderNews

EastsiderNews Guidelines for writing articles

Page 7 Quizling Answers
1. Under the weather; smashed, wrecked, hammered; 

stuffed, had a skinful; tanked, bombed, shot
2. Would Zen electricians chant ohm?
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Development Fund to undertake the Health Innovation 
and Care Economy Regional Investment Strategy, 
otherwise known as the Healthy Region Project. 
The strategy aims to build on existing strengths and 
develop partnerships between health, research, 
business and government organisations to better align 
local industry development with the community’s future 
health care needs. 
Cr Kleinert, ERG Chair said rapid technological changes 
and patterns of work post-COVID presented the perfect 
opportunity to leverage existing regional strengths and 
position the eastern region as a core contributor to 
Victoria’s leading role in health innovation. 
‘The east – home to the Monash National Employment 
and Innovation precinct, Monash Health, Eastern Health, 
and numerous universities – has significant locational 
advantages in medical research, health services, training 
and skills development, pharma and bio sciences, 
and the care economy as well as a healthy natural 
environment,’ she said. ‘We hope this project will lead to 

further initiatives to secure the eastern region as a leader 
in these sectors.’
Victoria’s health care sector, which contributes more 
than $30 billion to the health care economy, is already 
considered a world leader in health and medical research. 
Victoria is home to 70% of the top 25 Australian MedTech 
and pharma companies and almost 60% of Australia’s 
pharmaceutical exports come from Victoria. 
The project is expected to help the eastern metropolitan 
region adapt, grow and become resilient to economic 
structural change; improve awareness of the region’s 
strengths, gaps and opportunities; and secure its place 
as a leader in health care and innovation.
For more information, visit www.easternregiongroup.
org.au/Projects or www.suburbandevelopment.vic.gov.
au/metropolitan-partnerships/eastern-partnership

Celebrates its Diamond Jubilee
The Camberwell Music Society was formed in 1963 to 
create the opportunity to hear quality live music locally at 
a reasonable cost in a friendly atmosphere. The concerts 
soon became a regular feature of Camberwell’s musical 
life featuring Melbourne’s leading musicians and many 
promising young artists.

Certainly, the society has been through some hard times 
over the 60 years since its commencement. For the last 
three decades, however, we think that we have found the 
right formula: presenting the very best of fine music; doing 
so in a local venue; keeping our subscription and ticket 
prices as low as we can (whilst paying proper fees to our 
musicians); and promoting fellowship among our audience, 
especially by offering refreshments after each concert. 

Please subscribe and help the Society celebrate this 
significant milestone. In a later edition of Eastsider 
News, we will bring you a more complete history of the 
organisation and report on next year’s activities. In the 
meantime, go to their website and explore their 2023 
program at http://www.camberwellmusic.org.au/.

At their recent Annual General Meeting, NHW 
Whitehorse elected Katy Evans as their new President. 
Other members of the committee are Vince Joyce 
Vice President, Peter Alford Treasurer, Chris Summers 
Secretary, and Senior Constable Brendan Gogarty the 
Victoria Police Representative. Please give them your 
support in 2023 and help keep our crime rate down.

To contact NHW Whitehorse, write to 
PO Box 5005, Laburnum 3130; 
phone 0418 596 831; email them at  
whitehorse@nhw.com.au 
or go to their Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/NHWWhitehorse

Ringwood U3A
Activities for the retired 
and semi-retired 

Wanting to take up a new interest in 2023? Consider 
joining Ringwood U3A and become part of a small but 
friendly group of people.
Courses run over the school terms and are held in two 
convenient Ringwood locations, both with easy parking. 
We offer a broad range of classes covering such topics 
as exercise, music and art discussion groups, wine 
tasting, current affairs, family history, patchwork, IT and 
computers.
Enrolments for 2023 are now open. You get great value 
for $60 for the entire year for as many classes as you 
wish to attend. You can enrol via our website at 
www@u3aringwood.org.au; by email at info@
u3aringwood.org.au; or by telephone on 0481 591 224. 
More details on the courses we offer are also available 
on our website.
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