
Vale William (Bill) Chandler, OAM 
 
The Eastsider News team is deeply saddened by the death of our founder, Bill 
Chandler on the morning of Sunday 24 July 2022.  
 
Without Bill, there would not have been an Eastsider News. Being the gregarious 
and approachable person that he was, Bill spoke with people who told him of the 
loss they felt with the closure of the local newspaper. Never one to be daunted by a 
challenge, Bill set out to establish an alternative. His clear vision of the role a 
community newspaper can play in bringing people together was matched by his faith 
in the capacities of local people to make this happen.  
 
In mid 2020, Bill used his charm and persuasive powers to convince a small group of 
local people that they could and should develop an online community newspaper. He 
brought extensive experience in many fields, including as editor of an industry 
journal and a neighbourhood newsletter to the venture. His leadership, intellect, 
humour and enormous energy guided us through our early tentative steps. It was his 
belief that we could do it which helped us navigate the inevitable hurdles and 
enabled us to grow. The principles on which Eastsider News is based were 
articulated by him. We continue to channel Bill’s insights and advice, especially in 
challenging situations where we ask ourselves ‘What would Bill say or do here?’  
 
We will miss him immensely in many ways, especially his wonderful story telling, his 
keen but gentle sense of humour and his ability to bring people together to achieve 
more than they ever expected to. Thank you, Bill your presence will remain strong 
within Eastsider News and many other areas.  
 
There is much more that we want to say about Bill. But most of all, we want to thank 
Bill’s family especially his wife Ros for the love and support they gave him as the 
base from which he was able to do so much.  Please go to page 3 where we speak 
about other aspects of his life.  
 
Tributes and condolences are continuing to flow from individuals and community 
groups, highlighting how broad was Bill’s reach. The ‘Event’ as Bill nicknamed the 
Celebration of his life was held at the Habitat Uniting Church in Canterbury. The 
building was full with people from all parts of his life. His family and close friends 
gave moving tributes sprinkled with the humour and warmth that typified his 
approach to life. And we got to sing one of his many songs, Travelling well.  
 
Tributes have also come from those who did not know him personally but had heard 
of him through his advocacy, his writing and his community and climate activism.  
 
Bill lived in Surrey Hills with his wife Ros for 50 years, a proud father of four children 
and six grandchildren. He valued the 20-minute neighbourhood around him (local 
shops and services, a train station, bus routes and tram options). When the local 
shopping strip was under threat in the 1970’s from a proposed overpass over the 
train line he was part of the community action that stopped that happening.  
 
One outcome of this community galvanising was the establishment of the Surrey 
Hills Neighbourhood Centre where this community could continue to meet. The main 



gathering space at the centre was designed by Bill and named the Chandler Room in 
recognition of his initiative in bringing it to being. The Surrey Hills Neighbourhood 
News was also born around this time and Bill continued as editor for 40 years, 
handing over the reins just this year. 
 
With other local citizens concerned about climate change, Bill helped set up Lighter 
Footprints, in 2006. Within this local climate action group, Bill was well known for his 
readiness to stand strong for what he believed was right, as well as his wit and 
stand-up comedy routines and his prodigious letter writing to the mainstream press. 
Bill cared passionately about the earth and leaving a safe, healthy environment for 
following generations. Spurred on by accountability to his grandchildren for the lack 
of action to address the climate crisis, Bill stood as an Independent for Kooyong in 
2019.  
 
This was all in addition to the work he did as an architect and town planner including 
as editor of the Planning Institute of Australia journal. Bill was awarded the OAM 
(Medal of the Order of Australia) in 2014 for ‘service to urban design and planning’. 
He advocated tirelessly to improve the design of our cities for liveability. 
 
Bill died peacefully at home, surrounded by his family on Sunday 24th July. He had 
been ill for some time but his spirit was so strong that we kept expecting him to turn 
up and brighten our world with his gentle humour and story-telling This quote from an 
interview with Bill in the Lighter Footprints Community pages captures Bill’s 
approach to acting on what you believe in. 
 
“Change can happen but you have got to keep persistently and sometimes 
noisily working at it. We need to be looking forwards not backwards. So just 
turn up, get involved and be front foot positive to progress the actions needed 
to provide a better future for our children and grandchildren.” 
 
 


