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Longtime Blackburn resident, Air Commodore Peter Newton AO (Retd) has a 
special connection with Timor-Leste. Following the brutal withdrawal of 
Indonesian troops in 1999, it was Peter that instigated the idea of establishing 
a large health care centre outside Dili in East Timor to be known as Klibur 
Domin.  
 
Klibur Domin (KD) means Sharing with Love in Tetum. The health care centre 
was set up in 2000 after the then Commander of the Australian Peacekeeping 
Force, Major General Peter Cosgrove, told Peter that the Dili Hospital was in 
desperate need of assistance to cope with the huge number of injured, 
disabled and sick people needing treatment.  
 
KD was set up under the auspices of Ryder-Cheshire Australia (RCA), a not-
for-profit charitable organization which has homes in India, Timor-Leste and 
Australia dedicated to the relief of suffering. Peter Newton became involved 
with Ryder-Cheshire in 1996 after retiring from the RAAF. He was inspired by 
the life and work of Group Captain Lord Leonard Cheshire VC, OM, DSO**, 
DFC, the most decorated airman in World War II and CO of the famous 617 
(Dambuster) Squadron and his wife Baroness Sue Ryder CMG, OBE, a 
member of British Special Operations Executive (Secret Service) in WWII. 
Between them they established over 400 homes in more than 50 countries. 
 
RCA took over 18 damaged buildings on a five-hectare site in the Tibar 
District, 17 km west of Dili, previously housing elderly people. Volunteers were 
recruited and donated supplies sought from a sympathetic Australian public. A 
container load was shipped to KD in September 2000, soon followed by a 
Rotary team of nine volunteers who spent two weeks making the buildings 
habitable and restoring essential services. The first patients arrived from Dili 
Hospital in January 2001 and shortly after the 50 beds were fully occupied by 
sick and disabled patients. 
 
Since September 2000, more than 400 Ryder-Cheshire volunteers have 
served at KD, some for weeks and months at a time, including other 
volunteers from Blackburn. Every year Australian Rotary sends up to three 
teams to KD for home maintenance and project works. Rotary Clubs in 
Victoria, South Australia and New South Wales have given generously for the 
purchase of building materials, support vehicles and GeneXpert TB testing 
equipment at KD.  
 
In 2004 the management of KD was handed over to the Timorese with RCA 
continuing to support its facilities and services which are provided free of 
charge. 
 
KD now has 85 patient beds, a staff of 71 locals and five mobile outreach 
teams, each with 4WD vehicles. KD is responsible for Covid and TB testing 
and has the only ward in Timor-Leste for treating Multi-drug Resistant TB 



patients. Apart from the Respite Center and Inpatient-Care for those in 
recovery, there is a big Community Based Rehabilitation Program to provide 
equipment, rehabilitation and support for people with disabilities. KD staff 
served nearly 1500 patients last year, either at KD itself or through outreach 
support. 
 
RCA provides the funding for the everyday operations of KD, including staff, 
capital improvement works and home maintenance. 
 
In the last 22 years RCA has had many generous supporters through 
donations, sponsorships and bequests. Father Ted Burns, for example, 
formerly an RAAF Chaplain, through his outstanding commitment and with 
strong parish support for KD, has raised more than $300,000. Initially, Father 
Ted introduced Peter Newton to Ryder-Cheshire’s inspirational work in India 
where it has a big center called Raphael near Dehradun. In Australia there are 
homes in Mt Gambier and Ivanhoe in Victoria.  
 
Peter and Helen Newton and their daughter, Kim, have all stayed and worked 
at KD as volunteers for long periods and Peter has usually visited at least 
once a year – often accompanied by Father Ted Burns. Peter and another 
volunteer also went to the Rotary Donations in Kind (DIK) Store in Footscray 
on most Tuesdays for 12 years helping Rotarians load more than 250 
containers for Dili. 
 
Ryder-Cheshire is committed to its long-term support for Klibur Domin in 
Timor-Leste but costs are rising faster than revenues received.  
 
“We need more donations, sponsors for specific people or projects, volunteers 
and bequests,” Peter says. “Volunteers can work in administration, 
healthcare, gardening or livestock care. Anyone interested in our work can 
visit our website at ryder-cheshire.org or contact Mike Moignard on 0419 403 
256 and mikemoignard@gmail.com.” Ryder-Cheshire in Australia is run 100% 
by volunteers. 
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