
Dot Browne. Teacher, Athlete, Marathon Runner, dedicated community worker 
and family member. 
 
Glenys Grant 
 
Dot Browne (née Green) was awarded an OAM in the 1992 Australia Day Awards. 
Since then, she has continued to contribute to the community. Among her awards is 
a City of Whitehorse Australia Day Deakin Community Award, presented in 2008 for 
services in education, athletics and art. Dot’s life has seen many successes. 
 
Dot was born in 1941 in the Belgian Congo to protestant missionary parents. They 
returned to Australia during World War 2 for safety reasons and so their children 
could attend school. At primary school and Camberwell High, it was apparent Dot 
was a natural leader. She was chosen for many responsibilities, preparing her for 
prominent roles in later life and helping her gain self-esteem and confidence. 
 
She loved those years of learning, but her parents could not afford to keep her at 
school. At the age of 16, she started work, learning the accounting skills she still 
uses. Dot says ‘I met my husband when I was 16, we went together for four years, 
married when I was 20, had four children, and have been happily married ever 
since’. 
 
The antagonism between Protestants and Catholics in mid 20th century caused 
major problems for them wanting to marry as Dot was the daughter of protestant 
missionary parents and Colin came from a staunch Catholic family. Eventually they 
married in a church vestry and settled in Mitcham, where they still live. 
 
As a young married mother of four, she fulfilled a life-long dream to go back to study. 
She completed her HSC at Box Hill High School night classes when the children 
were pre-schoolers and then went on to gain her Diploma of Primary Teaching at 
Burwood Teachers’ College. She followed this up by gaining an Arts degree at 
Monash University after her fourth child started school. 
 
Dot taught at several primary schools in the eastern suburbs, predominantly as an 
art/craft teacher. Towards the end of her career, she taught part-time and then 
retired in 2009. Dot says, ‘Teaching taught me to have confidence in speaking in 
front of a crowd, no matter how large’. 
 
A champion athletic at school, she played netball and tennis when her children were 
young. She became a bike rider later in life. When Dot turned 38 and joined the 
Victorian Veterans’ Athletic Club for people over 35 years of age, she discovered a 
new talent as a good long distance and marathon runner. 
 
Coaching improved her times and led to her representing Australia in marathon 
teams all over the world (while still teaching full-time and raising children). She 
competed in many distance running events, from 800m through to marathons. Some 
of the eight records she set between 1980 and 1986 still stand today. 
 
She has completed in a total of 33 marathons over her running career, with her best 
time achieved in the London Marathon in 1983 with a time of 2 hours 41 minutes. 



Her contributions to the athletic scene in Australia include fifty-one years of 
committee memberships, active roles in many athletic clubs and the organising 
committee of the 1987 World Veteran Games in Melbourne. She represented 
Australia as a marathon runner in international marathons in London, Auckland, San 
Francisco, Singapore, and Jakarta as well as many interstate Australian events. She 
competed in World Veterans Games in New Zealand, Fiji and Melbourne.  
 
Dot’s other achievements are too many to list and it’s hard for her to pick a favourite 
one. She says: ‘I have been unbelievably fortunate with everything that has 
happened in my life. I loved my school years, I have had great sporting success, I 
was satisfied to get some academic success and I am still very happily married to my 
lovely husband, Colin, after 60 years’. Thank you, Dot, for all you have given to the 
community. 
 


