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IN THIS EDITION 
Just when we thought it was safe to relax…we 
go back into lockdown. This is tough for some, 
but many people are getting used to creatively 
managing the restrictions needed to keep us safe 
and use the time productively. Indeed, Eastsider 
News was born during the 2020 lockdown! The 
last enlarged edition of Eastsider News was 
much appreciated, but created significantly more 
work for the volunteer team, and cost. We have 
reverted to the original size and have had to 
shorten some articles and hold over some articles 
that are not time sensitive. 
We suggest you scan this whole edition to see 
what interests you most, and then go back 
and read articles in detail. When you open 
the website, enlarge the text and images to a 
readable size by simply double clicking. So now 
look inside…
•	 The Uluru Statement from the Heart and 

beyond
•	 business awards
•	 men’s health
•	 poetry, music, book reviews, politics and 

sport
•	 Maximillian von Schnauzer continues his 

walks
•	 community groups and services
•	 history and reminiscences
…and much more.
Submissions for the seventh edition of Eastsider 
News are due no later than 25 July, to be online 
early August. See the guidelines for submissions 
on page 16.

Melbourne schools are coming alive with the sound of 
pianos in their playgrounds. Burwood piano company 
Hendry Pianos and leading piano recycling company, 
Pianos Recycled, have joined forces to bring music to 
the playgrounds of Melbourne schools. The PREPS – 
Program for Recycled Educational Pianos in Schools 
– brings not only the street piano idea into schools, but 
returns old pianos tuned and functional to their working 

It has been four years since the Uluru ‘Statement from the 
Heart’ was made on 26 May 2017. The struggle for justice 
for Aboriginals in Victoria dates back to William Barak, 
acclaimed Wurundjeri headman, who fought for Aboriginal 
rights long before the Constitution of Australia was drawn 
up, and this fight has continued since colonisation – both 
politically and in frontier wars with the colonists. 
The Uluru Statement from the Heart is the latest of many 
historical attempts to achieve Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander recognition in the Australian Constitution and 
establish a representative indigenous voice. This struggle 
dates as far back as 1937, when Yorta Yorta Elder William 
Cooper collected 1,800 signatures to petition King 
George VI for Aboriginal representation in the Federal 
Parliament. 
In the past ten years, there have been five government-
endorsed processes, a legislated framework and eight 
reports related to Indigenous constitutional recognition. 
In 2018, the Turnbull government established the Joint 
Select Committee on Constitutional Recognition Relating 
to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, to review 
the report of the Referendum Council, the body that 
facilitated the dialogues leading to the Uluru Statement. 
The Joint Select Committee’s recently released report 
has resulted in the Indigenous Voice Co-Design Process, 
a process whereby Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples have the opportunity to design and implement a 

national and/or regional and local Voice/s to Parliament. 
It has been a rocky road towards achieving a fair place 
for First Nation Australians in our country, but the Uluru 
Statement from the Heart has in turn captured the heart 
of many Australians. 
You can read the full Statement on page 2. The summary 
of events related to constitutional recognition over the 
last decade was published in the April edition of the 
Catholic Religious Australia newsletter Just Now, is 
instructive. It tracks from December 2010 when Prime 
Minister Julia Gillard announced referendum plans 
for the constitutional acknowledgment of Indigenous 
Australians, the rejection of the Statement from the Heart 
by the Turnbull Government in 2017, through to the 
Indigenous Voice co-design process set up by Minister 
for Indigenous Australians, Ken Wyatt, in 2019.  See 
the article at https://tinyurl.com/4jcv3xay The article 
concludes, “It is time now to seize the momentum 
created to ensure that a constitutionally enshrined 
indigenous voice is achieved”.
In 1967, Australians voted with a resounding ‘yes’ to 
recognition of indigenous people, and now they ask to 
be heard, calling on Australians to vote with a resounding 
‘yes’ to an Indigenous Voice to Parliament. 

You can read more about the Indigenous Voice  
Co-Design Process at https://voice.niaa.gov.au/ 

life once again to be loved by a new generation – the 
great-grandchildren of the people they once served.
Mike Hendry of Hendry Pianos, and also one of three 
partners of Pianos Recycled, said the idea first found its 
roots in the street piano concept, where instruments have 
found a place in everyday places. “We have seen pianos 
being put into many environments…to create music and 
bring joy to the soul,” said Mr Hendry. For Mr Hendry, the 
recycling of these old instruments into something with 
a new purpose makes the program all worth the effort. 
“We had a piano that came in that wasn’t so nice looking 
but was robust and still had life in it. It was an Australian-
made piano built in Melbourne in the 1920s…It was 
perfectly suited to be given a new future in a school.” 
In an effort to encourage musical talent and give a new 
life to old instruments, PREPS has gifted almost 20 
recycled pianos to local schools, including St James 
Primary School in Vermont, Northside Christian College 
and Keysborough Primary School. David Mutimer, the 
Principal at St James Primary School, embraced the idea 
of a piano for free, paying just the cost of the delivery. 
“We have only had the piano for six weeks now but are 
planning to get great use out of it,” Mr Mutimer said. 

“Having a piano, is a great way to inspire students to 
take up music, especially those that are looking for a 
new skill,” he said. Students at the school are also elated 
about the new piano. “I love the piano, it has a good tune 
and has made me want to keep practising and playing 
[the piano]” said Eden, a year 5 student from St James. 
The pianos have opened up a world of inspiration for 
schools, with teachers looking forward to integrating 
the pianos as a learning tool, encouraging students to 
decorate the pianos into colourful work pieces. Pianos 
Recycled and Hendry Pianos hope to continue PREPS so 
more schools in Melbourne can have a piano of their own. 
“The objectives are two-fold. We’re not throwing out or 
cutting up pianos that still have a useful working life, and 
we’re reintroducing a vibrant musical instrument into an 
environment where it is accessible to all,” Mr Hendry said.
Ananya Sehgal is a journalism student at Monash 
University and lives in Forest Hill.

The Australian Electoral Commission has approved the registration of the New Liberals as a political party, despite warnings from the Liberal party it would 
result in widespread voter confusion. In a recent decision, AEC assistant commissioner Joanne Reid found the new party’s name was sufficiently distinct 
and not likely to cause confusion or imply a connection with the Liberal Party of Australia. The new party’s leader, Victor Kline, said he and the party were 
“absolutely thrilled” with the registration decision. “Although we’re not totally secure, our position is very strong,” he said, while commenting on the Liberal 
party challenge. The New Liberals have announced 19 candidates so far, including lead Senate candidates in Victoria and other states. See page 4 for 
information from Victorian Senate candidate Jonathon Momsen
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Uluru ‘Statement from the Heart’
Now it is time to act

Schools come alive  
with the sound of music
– Ananya Sehgal

https://tinyurl.com/4jcv3xay
https://voice.niaa.gov.au/
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be created in modern Australia. Its most compelling 
feature is that, despite the sorry history that characterizes 
Australia’s treatment of its First Nation Australians, the 
document resonates with a powerful vision of what can 
be achieved by walking together. 
Of the many lessons to be learnt from the Statement, 
possibly the most difficult for non-Indigenous Australians 
is that “It’s not all about me”. By letting go of fear and 
mistrust and being more open to hearing others’ stories, 
people can become receptive to new perspectives, 
even if vastly different to their own. This can lead to 
a better understanding of the pain and suffering that 
Indigenous people have suffered for many generations. 
By encouraging people to listen with open hearts and 
minds, the Statement provides a vision of a better, more 
equitable world. 
Another lesson is that change requires a commitment 
to keep talking no matter what obstacles are thrown up. 
The Statement was the culmination of many years of 
committed work by numerous people and lots of talk. 

Credits and contacts
The informal group who initiated the idea which has evolved into Independent 
Community News Group Incorporated and Eastsider News were Michael Hassett, 
Allan Havelock, Joy Mettam, Anne Young, John Malvestuto, and Bill Chandler.  
From this small beginning, an evolving and increasing network of more than 60 
other people are taking an interest in being involved in its ongoing development. 
Others are welcome. The current compilers and editors are: Allan Havelock, Joy 
Mettam, Anne Young, John Malvestuto, Mike Daly, and Bill Chandler.
The primary contact point for Independent Community News Group  
Incorporated and Eastsider News is info@eastsidernews.org.au

Disclaimers
Eastsider News is a means by which people in Whitehorse, Boroondara and adjacent areas can share information 
and opinions. A spread of interests and views that reflects the diversity of people in the area is encouraged, 
but views expressed in Eastsider News by individual writers do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editors, 
Independent Community News Group Incorporated, or any other organisation.
Copyright © 2021. Copyright rests equally with the named authors and Independent Community News Group 
Incorporated. All rights are reserved but, consistent with the community spirit of the venture, a Commons approach 
to reproducing material is taken on the understanding that it is accompanied by an attribution which refers to both 
Eastsider News and the author, and a copy of the reproduction is sent to info@eastsidernews.org.au Responsibility 
for material related to elections is taken by named authors and Independent Community News Group Incorporated. 

Acknowledgement of Country
Independent Community News Group Incorporated 
acknowledges the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung people of 
the Kulin Nation, Traditional Owners and Custodians 
of the land and waters of the Eastsider News focus 
area, and pays respect to their Elders past, present, 
and emerging.

Recent events have brought home the need for our nation 
at all levels to do things differently, to learn the lessons 
of these difficult times and to seize the opportunities 
for change. Too often we have been distracted from an 
honest appraisal of what is happening and dissuaded 
from acting by flimsy excuses and self-deluding 
rationalisations that shift blame or responsibility. Change 
needs courage, clear sightedness, commitment, and 
patience – and a strong vision.
This edition of Eastsider News recognizes the importance 
of the recent annual Reconciliation Week and reports on 
events related to the Uluru Statement from the Heart, 
the result of an unprecedented and carefully planned 
consultation of Indigenous communities throughout 
Australia. The Statement (see the text above) is an 
amazing combination of vision and practical measures, 
and one of the most significant public documents to 

It provides a significant opportunity for change and 
represents enormous generosity on the part of First 
Nations Australians. Its call for a Voice to Parliament to 
be enshrined in the Constitution provides a practical 
path forward to address the long list of failures that 
governments and the Australian community have inflicted 
on Indigenous people. Any claim that it represents a 
‘third chamber’ of Parliament is a furphy and a serious 
misreading of what is intended.
As stated on the website, From the Heart (https://
fromtheheart.com.au/) ‘…A Voice to Parliament will 
empower Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, 
allowing them to take ownership and responsibility for the 
challenges that they face, and work constructively with 
governments from any political party to develop the laws 
and policies needed to ‘Close the Gap’. 
Eastsider News was started on the basis of a vision, 
although nowhere near as ambitious as the Uluru 
Statement. Our vision was to have a local voice in the 
form of a newspaper that contributes to a community 
based on equity, justice, and fairness. One where all 
members can tell their stories about living together 
creatively in peace and harmony, able to fulfil their 
potential in a safe, secure, and healthy environment 
and respectful of diversity, not one based on narrow 
ideological or partisan political precepts. We hope that 
you will continue on this path with us, encourage others 
to join, contribute content, support our advertisers, and 
donate so we can pay our bills and spread our wings to a 
printed version. 

From the Editors
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I snuggled down into my bed.
“Goodnight, sleep tight,” my mother said.
Then just as Mum turned out my light
I heard a sound in the summer night.
I listened hard and again heard the sound
It seemed to be coming from under the ground
I peeped out the window – it didn’t seem right . . .
Then I saw an incredible sight!
The crickets were having a concert, it seemed,
From a shiny-leafed bush a tiny light beamed 
And on centre stage, while the cricket band played,
A cricket sang and the audience swayed.

The Uluru Statement from the Heart
We, gathered at the 2017 National Constitutional 
Convention, coming from all points of the southern sky, 
make this statement from the heart:
Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander tribes were the 
first sovereign Nations of the Australian continent and its 
adjacent islands, and possessed it under our own laws 
and customs. This our ancestors did, according to the 
reckoning of our culture, from the Creation, according to 
the common law from ‘time immemorial’, and according 
to science more than 60,000 years ago.

This sovereignty is a spiritual notion: the ancestral tie 
between the land, or ‘mother nature’, and the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples who were born 
therefrom, remain attached thereto, and must one day 
return thither to be united with our ancestors. This link 
is the basis of the ownership of the soil, or better, of 
sovereignty. It has never been ceded or extinguished, and 
co-exists with the sovereignty of the Crown.
How could it be otherwise? That peoples possessed a 
land for sixty millennia and this sacred link disappears 
from world history in merely the last two hundred years? 
With substantive constitutional change and structural 
reform, we believe this ancient sovereignty can shine 
through as a fuller expression of Australia’s nationhood.
Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated people on 
the planet. We are not an innately criminal people. Our 
children are aliened from their families at unprecedented 
rates. This cannot be because we have no love for them. 
And our youth languish in detention in obscene numbers. 
They should be our hope for the future.
These dimensions of our crisis tell plainly the structural 
nature of our problem. This is the torment of our 
powerlessness.

We seek constitutional reforms to empower our people 
and take a rightful place in our own country. When we 
have power over our destiny our children will flourish. 
They will walk in two worlds and their culture will be a gift 
to their country.
We call for the establishment of a First Nations 
Voice enshrined in the Constitution. Makarrata is the 
culmination of our agenda: the coming together after 
a struggle. It captures our aspirations for a fair and 
truthful relationship with the people of Australia and a 
better future for our children based on justice and self-
determination.
We seek a Makarrata Commission to supervise a process 
of agreement-making between governments and First 
Nations and truth-telling about our history.
In 1967 we were counted, in 2017 we seek to be heard. 
We leave base camp and start our trek across this vast 
country. We invite you to walk with us in a movement of 
the Australian people for a better future.
For more information see https://fromtheheart.com.au/
uluru-statement/the-statement/ 
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Illustration by Marjory Gardner
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Soon they began to jump and prance
And wiggle and jiggle in a strange cricket dance
They swung to the left, they swung to the right
They whirled and twirled in the magical night.
They did the rock, they did the roll,
Flinging and spinning out of control.
They twisted, they shook, they leapt in the air
They flew and they flounced with spectacular flair.
Oh – footsteps outside! Somebody’s coming!
The crickets stopped still and the band stopped thrumming.
The concert over, I snuggled in bed
With crickets dancing in my head.

Cricket Chorus 
– Corinne Fenton
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In our April edition, we included an article about 
Kooyongkoot/Gardiners Creek which introduced some 
of the major themes around this creek. In this edition, 
we bring you the first of several articles from members 
of the alliance of friends groups and others who have an 
interest in how Gardiners Creek is managed. The article 
below mainly covers the settler history of the creek. 
Future articles will pick up other aspects especially the 
Indigenous heritage surrounding the creek, its naming and 
significance to Aboriginal culture.

Around Melbourne there 
are a number of landmarks 
remembering John Gardiner. 
There is at least one reserve, 
street, school, and a creek 
named after him. Gardiners 
Creek became a focus for 
many of us during COVID 
lockdowns, and recently 
an alliance has formed of 
friends groups and others 
who have an interest in 
how Gardiners Creek is 

managed. Gardiners Creek is the only significant creek to 
run into the Yarra River without an overall management 
plan. It is felt that it is time to act to ensure the ecological 
properties of this much loved creek are maintained. 

Gardiners Creek is a significant waterway running through 
the eastern suburbs of Melbourne – from Blackburn to 
Hawthorn. The creek was named in memory of John 
Gardiner who was born in Dublin on 5 July 1798. 
He was a pastoralist and banker. In 1836, on arriving 
at Port Phillip, Gardiner and his cousin William Fletcher 
laid claim to 15,000 acres at the junction of the Yarra 
and Kooyongkoot Creek (Indigenous meaning ‘haunt of 
waterfowl’) an area that is now much of current Hawthorn. 
This land was for raising the 300 cattle that Joseph 
Howden, John Hepburn, and Gardiner were to drive 
overland from Sydney. These cattle were the first stock 
to the Port Phillip region and gave Gardiner the title of 
Overlander. Soon afterwards Gardiner returned to Sydney 
and arranged for 220 more cattle to be sent to Melbourne. 
In 1837, less than two years after Batman arrived in 
Melbourne and before the formal laying out of Melbourne, 
Gardiner sailed into Port Phillip accompanied by his wife 
Mary and only child Anna Maria. They lived in the first 
house built to the east of the Yarra River, at Gardiners 
Creek. The plaque commemorating the first house is on 
Glenferrie Road outside Scotch College. 
Later that year, while searching for stray cattle, he 
wandered into land further up the Yarra River catchment 
and realised its superior grazing potential. He laid claim to 
15,000 acres and established the property, Mooroolbark. 
He was joined at Mooroolbark by his brother David and 
cousin Fletcher. Another cousin, Edward Walpole, took 
over the operation of the Gardiners Creek run which he 
named ‘Callantina’. 
Ultimately Gardiner was more attracted to working with 
those establishing Melbourne. In 1839 he sold his interest 
in the Gardiners Creek run and spent most of his time at 
a house built on land he bought at Melbourne’s first land 

sale, a corner lot at Elizabeth and Little Collins Streets, for 
£22. He became the first president of a new Temperance 
Society, helped to found and then became a director of 
the Melbourne Fire and Marine Insurance Co. and was 
also a director of the Union Bank. His next appointment 
was as manager of the Port Phillip Bank. In March 1841 
Melbourne was facing a financial crisis. To raise capital 
the Port Phillip Bank sent him to London. While there 
he served on the committee which was pressuring the 
Secretary of State to authorise the separation of Port 
Phillip District from New South Wales. 
In September 1842, Gardiner returned to a financially 
stricken Melbourne. He resigned from the bank and 
lived on at Mooroolbark. The discovery of gold returned 
the colony’s economy to prosperity, however in 1853 
Gardiner sold all his Melbourne interests and left his 
family in Melbourne to retire to England at Leamington 
Spa, Warwickshire. In 1863 his wife Mary died and three 
months later he married a cousin, Sarah Fletcher. John 
Gardiner died in November 1878.

Electric biking 
in Whitehorse and surrounds
Paula Howell

Beating the traffic and finding parking in the City of 
Whitehorse, particularly during peak periods, is becoming 
increasingly challenging. E-bikes are emerging as a 
practical and sustainable alternative for travelling within 
our local area. E-bikes represent the largest and most 
rapid uptake of alternative fuelled vehicles in the history 
of motorisation, said the Institute for Sensible Transport 
in 2018. E-bike users ride more regularly and travel longer 
distances than regular bike riders. For bike riders with 
health conditions, e-bikes can help to maintain and build 
fitness while commuting. 

Purchasing an E-bike this year has enabled me to 
improve my fitness despite a knee injury and transformed 
my work commutes into fun outings. If you are new to 
biking/e-biking, the following routes can help you to 
safely travel in and beyond Whitehorse:
•	 the Box Hill to Ringwood Rail Trail connects railway 

stations, schools and shopping centres;
•	 the Koonung Trail joins the Eastern Freeway Trail to 

the city via Fitzroy;
•	 the Gardiners Creek Trail leads to the city via Deakin 

Uni, Ashwood; and Oakleigh. It links with the new 
Sky train path to Dandenong and Caulfield.

Vic Roads is completing a feasibility study into the 
Hawthorn to Box Hill cycling and walking path, which 
could enable a more direct, safe option for cycling into 
the inner suburbs. For cyclists wanting to travel by train, 
Surrey Hills, Blackburn, Nunawading, Mitcham and 
Heatherdale train stations provide secured Parkiteer bike 
cages for commuters. To help build cyclists’ confidence, 
Whitehorse Council offers a range of bicycle skills 
courses targeting adults and children. Check this out at 
roadsafety@whitehorse.vic.gov.au 
Bicycle Victoria membership provides insurance for 
cyclists and a wide range of resources to support safe 
and enjoyable cycling. More information can be found at 
https://www.bicyclenetwork.com.au/about-us  
Find out more about safe cycling routes in Whitehorse 
at https://tinyurl.com/397aw993 

The Kooyongkoot story continues

John Gardiner
– Neville Lee and Pam Welsford
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The Male Bag Foundation is a registered 
tax-deductible charity created to reduce 

the impact of prostate cancer on men in the bush. It is 
the largest facilitator of prostate cancer advanced biopsy 
machines in regional Australia. The Foundation runs 
iconic annual Postie Bike Rides for fund raising, has no 
employees – everything is done by volunteers pro bono – 
and every dollar donated goes to equipment for regional 
hospitals. The Kev Carmody/Paul Kelly song From little 
things, big things grow about Vincent Lingiari conveys 
many aspects of the Male Bag Foundation, a charity 
founded by Hawthorn and Kew residents that makes an 
impact on regional Australia.
Let’s turn the clock back to 2013. A motley crew of 
hopelessly skilled newbie bike riders on retired Australia 
Post bikes rode from Perth to Melbourne. Footy legend 
David Parkin OAM jumped on board as ride patron and, 
on L-plates and with a broken thumb, led the ride into the 
MCG. $470,000 was raised for prostate cancer research. 
Then Ballarat Hospital called, “Hey guys can you help 

us with an advanced biopsy machine for our prostate 
cancer patients?” Could we help? You bet we could! The 
MBF was born from the participants of that first ride. A 
‘little things’ problem could be fixed and survival rates of 
blokes in the bush would grow.
The adventure continues. Today over 500 men per month 
are diagnosed using the transperineal biopsy machines 
facilitated by the MBF across Western NSW, Victoria, and 
South Australia. In 2021-22 the Foundation is looking to 
assist with a biopsy machine at Port Augusta Hospital, 
adding to those provided last year at Mt Gambier and 
Berri. Combined, the machines will service 80% of South 
Australia’s regional communities.

We facilitate vital equipment so blokes across Australia 
can be treated for prostate cancer in the country. Local 
treatment helps healing and minimises potential and 
actual impacts on family, loved ones, and the community. 
A healthy country supports a healthy community. To 
follow our adventure, go to www.themalebagfoundation.
org.au to get updates, join a weekend Postie Bike training 
ride, join the 2021 Big Postie Bike Ride, or donate to 
make a difference to men’s health. COVID-19 protocols 
allowing, the MBF will run a car and bike show Melbourne 
in late 2021 – may be something for Eastsiders to 
support? Any questions on the MBF to Peter Keage 
mobile 0470 264 594.

Gardiners Creek

John Gardiner

Gippsland Ride
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The New Liberals
 – a new liberal party fighting to be itself
– Jonathon Momsen

The New Liberals have emerged 
as Australia’s latest progressive 
political party and it hasn’t taken 
long to begin our first fight with 
the government: the fight for 
the use of the word ‘liberal’. It’s 
a tussle that has already taken 
a series of twists and turns that 
few could have seen coming. 
On applying to the Australian 
Electoral Commission to register 

the name ‘The New Liberals’, we weren’t at all shocked to 
receive an objection from the Liberal Party of Australia.
Our policy platform of climate action, full employment 
driven by a Jobs Guarantee and huge reforms to media, 
political donations, immigration, and healthcare is 
underpinned by a Federal ICAC with teeth – a proposition 
that the old Liberals can ill afford to see come to fruition. 
Their objection was expected, but the drawn out saga 
was not.
Our surprise, and ongoing concern, has been tied to 
the process by which the objections have been lodged, 
and the communication we have received regarding 
those objections, all of which raise questions over the 
validity of the old Liberals’ objections. The New Liberals’ 
Party Leader, Victor Kline, had been in contact with a 
representative from the AEC for some time, given the 

Councillor Victor Franco is calling on the public to 
help him replace exclusionary Christian prayers with 
something more inclusive to open meetings at the 
Boroondara Council in Victoria. With the Council’s 
Governance Rules currently open for public consultation, 
residents and ratepayers of the City of Boroondara can 
have their say on the issue. Public submissions can be 

There was a mild 
success at a recent 
Boroondara Council 

meeting where a motion 
about the permanent flying of the Aboriginal flag at 
significant locations in Boroondara will come back to 
Council with a recommendation by Council Officers 
in July. Officers will also report back on consultations 
about the development of a Reconciliation strategy 
and recommend a governance structure for it. The 

The Age recently reported serious concerns about the 
accuracy and transparency of environmental damage 
being caused by the proposed massive North East Link 
road project. See https://tinyurl.com/ypxy2mf2 for the  
full story. 
Builders of the $16billion North East Link project have 
underestimated the scale of tree loss by as much as 80 
per cent, a secret government-commissioned audit of the 
toll road reveals. The misreporting of what is estimated to 
be hundreds of square metres of lost trees has angered 
locals and planning experts, who say it has made a 
mockery of nine weeks of public hearings designed to 
reduce the environmental impact of the new 26km toll 
road. Even before the project’s major construction starts 

inherent back and forth associated with any party’s 
registration. It’s a rigorous process – and rightly so. Such 
was the relationship between Mr Kline and our contact, 
that on the day of the deadline for objections to our 
registration we were contacted at close of business and 
advised that no objections had been received. A relief – 
but one that wouldn’t last. 
On Monday morning we were greeted with a sheepish 
call, saying that indeed some objections had been 
received between close of business and midnight. We 
were also made aware that two different personnel from 
the AEC would now be managing our registration. Later 
we were told the objection came through at 8:15am, 
nearly nine hours before the time our original point of 
contact informed us no objections had been received. 
It was a bizarre series of events – a fairly simple story, 
but one that changed with each interaction with the AEC, 
each time in favour of the Liberal Party. But while we’re 
yet to be convinced that the objection was lodged on 
time, we were much more certain that the objection is 
frivolous and would ultimately fail to be upheld anyway. 
The 54-page objection from the old Liberals rehashed 
old ground, trying to take ownership of the term ‘liberal’, 
an act the Federal Court has already ruled on in the past. 
The case-law is unequivocally in our favour. No single 
party can own generic political adjectives.
The objection goes further though, suggesting voters may 
be misled by our name. An odd assertion, given we are 
both new and liberal and call ourselves The New Liberals, 
while they label themselves the Liberal Party of Australia 
and espouse ultra-conservative views. If a hypothetical 
punter standing over the ballot paper were to be misled 
by a party misrepresenting themselves, they’ll be misled 

made to the Council before Friday 25 June 2021. For 
information about how to make a submission, visit the 
Council’s website https://tinyurl.com/82n5vnwf Councillor 
Franco is also encouraging people to share their views in 
emails to all councillors. 
In defending the use of a Christian prayer to open 
meetings, some Councillors have argued that they have 
never received a complaint about it. Councillor Franco 
says, “I find that surprising. They’ve said that nobody 
in the community cares, nobody in the community is 

Boroondara Reconciliation Network intends to lobby 
for the inclusion of community members – especially of 
course Wurundjeri people. There will be a report back 
again later in the year about an implementation plan. 
Prior to this development, the fate of the Flag petition 
was not to be known until the end of the year. There was 
to be no decision on a governance structure until the 
year’s end and therefore potentially no oversight of what 
the Officers were planning, when it would likely become 
a fait accompli. You can watch meeting proceedings 

later this year, early works builders CPB Contractors 
have been caught bypassing the new benchmarks and 
misreporting the estimated scale of tree loss.
Consulting firm Nation Partners found CPB had 
“significantly underestimated” the size of the tree 
canopy loss at Borlase Reserve in Yallambie – parkland 
in Melbourne’s north-east being turned into a launch 

by the old Liberals: wolves in liberal clothing. This is the 
basis of our counter claim reviewed by the AEC. That the 
Liberal Party’s ongoing registration is a misrepresentation 
and in violation of the AEC’s rules. In a recent decision, 
AEC assistant commissioner Joanne Reid has now found 
the new party’s name was sufficiently distinct and not 
likely to cause confusion or imply a connection with the 
Liberal Party of Australia. 
While the fight for the right to bear a name that presents 
us fairly and genuinely to the public was running, the 
ramp up to an impending election also continued. Indeed, 
TNL won’t just lock horns with the old Liberals at the 
AEC but will target them at the ballot box in traditionally 
blue-ribbon Liberal seats. Candidates have already 
been endorsed in nearby Aston (Ryan Bruce), the not-
so-nearby Flinders (Steve Anger) and for the Senate in 
Victoria (yours truly).
We intend to stand quality candidates in Liberal heartland: 
Kooyong, Higgins, Chisholm, and Goldstein to name a 
few. While the search process is still underway, we’re 
pleased with the progress we’re making across the 
country to find a broad range of people from the real world 
to stand for TNL. The full list of candidates is available 
on our website www.thenewliberals.net.au along with our 
policies, charter of core values, and contact details.
We have a bold vision for Australia, one that will make it 
a better place for all, not just the few. It won’t be easy, as 
our early clashes with the government are showing us, 
but it will certainly be worth the struggle. 
Jonathon Momsen lives in Camberwell and is standing 
for The New Liberals in Victoria in the Senate at the 
next Federal election.

offended, the community hasn’t got any interest in this 
issue, and that I’m the one whipping up division and 
fomenting discord because I’ve raised it.” 
While the Governance Rules say that Council ‘may’ 
have a prayer and does not specify the text of the 
prayer, in practice every council meeting starts with a 
Christian prayer. The Boroondara Council area is one of 
the least religious in Australia, with 37% of citizens in 
the 2016 Census self-identifying as being non-religious 
– 7% above the national figure. Only 45.9% of people 
in Boroondara identify as Christian, compared with 
52.1% across the nation. Councillor Franco is asking 
his colleagues on the Council to respect the views 
of non-Christian and non-religious people residing in 
Boroondara. For more information see 
https://tinyurl.com/n93ywzcv 

at https://tinyurl.com/kfayeamz – this part starts at 
timestamp 25:26 and goes to 46:30. Council apologises 
for the poor sound quality.

Anyone interested in following this more closely  
and/or being involved in our campaign for 
reconciliation in Boroondara with help from 
Council go to https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1985577085043780 or call Leigh Naunton on 
0425 722 272 if you would like further information.

site for large, tunnel-boring machines. The government-
commissioned audit from December last year said this 
was a red flag, warning that the builders were at risk 
of breaching two of three performance benchmarks 
designed to reduce tree loss. “If this pattern extends 
across the project, it has the potential to create a major 
non-compliance,” the audit warned.
Barry Watson, who lives in Doncaster near a section of 
the Eastern Freeway that will be widened as part of the 
project, obtained the audit using freedom-of-information 
laws. He analysed non-compliance about vegetation, 
air quality monitoring and noise monitoring and said this 
“made a mockery” of the environmental effects statement 
(EES) process, while also posing serious ecological 
challenges. Melbourne University urban planning 
Associate Professor Crystal Legacy said the government 
wrongly treated the EES process – used for all major 
transport projects – as a “hurdle requirement” and was 
yet to radically reform the process in the wake of a 2017 
Victorian Auditor-General probe. North East Link Project’s 
chief executive Duncan Elliott said the auditor’s finding 
related to an assessment by the builder’s arborist and 
while this related to a small sample size, the government 
was working with the contractor to resolve it.

Boroondara Council Aboriginal Flag petition a shorter kick down the road 
– Leigh Naunton

TREE CHOP  
underestimated 
by 80 per cent 
on North East Link

Councillor Victor Franco pushes for 
more inclusive Boroondara Council

Borlase Reserve in Yallambie, before and after North East Link 
construction work began – The Age
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Rail Corridor 
Residents Group
– Susannah Aumann 

The Rail Corridor Residents Group has more than 70 
residents advocating for more positive level-crossing 
removal project outcomes for our community. We support 
the removal of the level crossings at Union Road and 
Mont Albert Road. However, we are deeply concerned 
about the impact on Surrey Hills and Mont Albert if 
the Level Crossing Removal Project’s (LXRP) updated 
design (due for release in mid-June) doesn’t include the 
outcomes we’ve put forward.
Lorne Parade and Beresford Street are narrow, tree-
lined residential streets that run adjacent to the rail line. 
The LXRP is planning to construct a 30-metre-wide 
rail trench, amalgamated train station, and shared user 
path between Lorne Parade and Beresford Street. The 
decision to position a train station on residential streets 
is unprecedented and was made without community 
consultation. The rail trench will run for 1.3km and will be 
lined by two-metre barriers. 
The impact of the rail trench and loss of mature trees 
on our streets extends well beyond Lorne Parade and 
Beresford Street to include Sunbury Crescent, Bedford 
Avenue, Montrose Street, Windsor Crescent, and 
Churchill Street. The affected residents were offered three 
alternative arrangements for Lorne Parade, but they all 
highly compromise the amenity of the area. Neither the 
LXRP or local MP Paul Hamer appear willing to consider 
practical and feasible alternatives that the residents 
are putting forward for safe access, adequate resident 

parking, a compliant bike path and proper vegetation. 
We’re calling on the LXRP to include the following 
outcomes in the updated design: 
1. Covering of the trench from Mont Albert Road to the 
station building on Lorne Parade and Beresford Street to 
orientate station entrances away from homes and create 
a link to the Mont Albert Village;
2. Landscaping to act as a buffer between residential 
areas and rail infrastructure and sympathetic trench 
screening;
3. Maximised rail trench depth to reduce noise and light 
pollution and create the opportunity to return space for 
landscaping and car parking.
The group is also highlighting the critical need for 
new traffic and parking management for the streets 
surrounding the station to avoid extreme congestion.  
If you’re interested in joining the Rail Corridor Residents 
Group, please visit facebook.com/groups/railcorridor or 
email rcrg3127@gmail.com .

The Surrey Hills Progress Association public meeting in 
Holy Redeemer Hall on 29 April, held under COVID safe 
conditions, was standing room only to hear concerns 
about the details of the Union Road and Mont Albert 
Road level crossing removal proposals. Greatly assisted 
by the skilled chairing of Jane Nathan, six presentations 
were made. These demonstrated general support for the 
removals and the amalgamation of the two stations into 
one new premium station, but serious concerns about the 
designs so far presented by the Level Crossing Removal 
Project team (LXRP). 
The meeting was also attended by both Whitehorse 
and Boroondara mayors, councillors, and local State 
politicians. A lively question and answer session with 
the presenting panellists left no doubt that here was 
a community determined to achieve a much better 
outcome to what is currently on offer from LXRP, a well 
designed project that will be a positive legacy for the 
community for the next 100 years and more.
Surrey Hills Progress Association is calling on the Level 
Crossing Removal Project team (LXRP) to sort out major 
flaws with the design of the new railway station, which is 
planned to replace the two existing stations, Surrey Hills 
and Mont Albert. The LXRP will lower the railway line into 
a trench beneath Union Road and Mont Albert Road when 
they remove the level crossings and the existing stations. 
They plan to release a new update of the plans around 
mid-June. The Association says the main problems 
are around public safety and accessibility at the main 
entrances to the new station, and reduction of the public 
amenity of Lorne Parade Reserve and adjacent streets.

The half trench design has the floor level of the new 
station concourse at the Surrey Hills end sitting almost 
three metres out of the ground. This creates excessive 
stairs and a lengthy zig zag ramp to get up to the 
entrance, before encountering many more steps to get 
down to the station platform. The Association believes 
the access will be uncomfortable and challenging for 
many rail patrons, including those using footpath bound 
vehicles – wheelchairs, prams, scooters, and others. 
The LXRP’s own guidelines state that rail trench depths 
are maximised to promote high quality, universal cross 
corridor access. In this case, notions about ease of 
access for all commuters and providing station entrances 
that enhance local connections are totally missing. 

Lowering the floor level of  
the concourse is feasible
The Association has obtained engineering advice that 
lowering the floor level of the concourse is feasible, has 
a reasonable cost, and will solve many of the related 
issues. It would overcome the access problems, the 
large station building would no longer overshadow Lorne 
Parade Reserve and the LXRP would not need to split 
the building up and construct part of the station building 
within the park, which they may be planning to do.
Such a design change would also give the station a more 
accessible and direct pedestrian connection back to the 
Surrey Hills shopping village – bringing many benefits 
for the public, traders, and the local community. Another 
winner would be Lorne Parade Reserve, our local park, 
which has been public open space since 1908. Access to 

the station concourse through the reserve would instead 
be a secondary entrance and more comfortable, safe, 
and attractive for all people – with less steps and ramps 
and more subtle treatment of the reserve. Even some of 
the existing mature trees could be retained. 
The Association has written to the Minister for Transport 
Infrastructure, Hon Jacinta Allan MP, and the Minister for 
Planning, Hon Richard Wynne MP, about these problems 
and is hoping to see much better solutions in the mid-
year update of the plans. However, it is disturbed that 
it has not received responses to these letters, and that 
local MPs, Paul Hamer and Will Fowles, do not seem 
to think the concerns are valid. Regular meetings of the 
Association are expressing considerable frustration with 
the LXRP and our elected representatives who seem not 
to be listening to the practical changes the Association 
is proposing in the face of what looks like ‘just another 
engineering project’, rather than an important community 
change that will determine the amenity of Surrey Hills and 
Mont Albert for many generations to come.
Greg Buchanan is President of the Surrey Hills  
Progress Association and can be contacted at 
gbuchanan988@gmail.com 

Level crossing removal update
– Greg Buchanan

LXRP artist’s impression looking east from Union Road

Lorne Parade. The mature trees lining the rail line (on the left) and 
most, if not all, on-street parking will be lost to make way for the 
rail trench, amalgamated station, and shared user path. 

A rail trench and shared user path in Alphington.

The Honourable
Bruce Atkinson 
Member for Eastern Metropolitan Region

RI9B | Level 3  
West 5 Car Park Entrance
Eastland Shopping Centre 

171-175 Maroondah Highway  
PO BOX 508 RINGWOOD VIC 

Tel (03) 9877 7188 
Email: bruce.atkinson@parliament.vic.gov.au 
Web: www.bruceatkinson.corn.au
Funded from Parliamentary Budget. 
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State Government issues
in the Legislative Council
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QUIZLING QUESTIONS
David Astle, radio and TV star, writer, wordsmith, and cryptic crossword maker is expert at 
intriguing, teasing, and frustrating his audiences with his inventive mastery of words. David 
has very generously agreed that in each edition of Eastsider News we can include two of the 
Quizlings from his book, ‘Puzzled’. Test your braincells out with these. As always, the Editors 
are tempted to publish the answers in the next edition, in August, but we relent again, and 
you will find them on page 16 of this edition.

1.	Scramble	CHARADES	to	find	two	verbs	similarly	defined.
2.	Can	you	‘canonise’	your	first	answer	to	create	your	second?	Crook/yet,	 

say	equals	ill/Still.	Solving	six	or	more	is	sterling	stuff.	

6

Minimum passing distance laws will improve bicycle 
safety and bring Victoria into line with other states. This 
will make the passing distance rules clear and consistent 
across state lines for all road users. Recently, there 
have been unprecedented changes to the way we live, 
including the way we travel and move around every day. 
More people are getting on their bikes than ever before 
because it’s easy, convenient and a fast way to get 
around. We need to do more to make our road network 
safer for people who ride bicycles as too many have been 
seriously injured or killed.

Victoria already has advice in place about leaving 
safe distances when passing bicycles – and motorists 
overwhelmingly comply. These advisory safe passing 
distances have now been made law. People riding 
bicycles are some of our most vulnerable, unprotected 
road users, and we all have a responsibility to look out 
for each other and share the roads safely. Something 
as simple as giving space can make all the difference in 
ensuring we can all get home safely, which is why the 
State Government has introduced minimum passing 
distance rules for drivers passing bicycle riders. 
Minimum Passing Distance Rules support plans to 
increase active transport through the delivery of the 
Victorian Cycling Strategy 2018 – 2028 and including 250 
kilometres of active transport infrastructure. Announced 
last year and taking effect on 26 April 2021, the rule 
makes it law for motorists to give people riding bicycles 
at least one metre clearance when overtaking on roads 
with speed limits up to 60km/h, and 1.5 metres on roads 
with speed limits above 60km/h.

It’s not all about sausage sizzles!
As a service club, Lions Clubs are well known for their 
sausage sizzles, but there is much more involved with this 
international organization. From supporting Childhood 
Cancer Research, Drug Awareness Programs and 
improving vision outcomes via Sight First to funding 
assistance dogs, especially the Hearing Dogs Program, and 
encouraging our youth through projects such as the Peace 
Poster contest and Youth of the Year, there is something for 
everyone to be involved in when you are a Lion.
There are many Lions Clubs in our Eastern Region. 
To get involved and make a positive contribution to our 
community visit www.lionsclubs.org.au/contact/vic to 
find a Lions Club close to you. 

LOCAL TRADIES
Don't miss out!

Small adverts are now 
available just $50

contact us at info@eastsidernews.org.au

Semi-retired 
Carpenter/Handyman

Call David on 0423 585 034 – Eastern Suburbs Only

Experienced, reliable & prompt
Incl: painting, tap washers, window sashes

0439 493 710
Scott Wainwright
Licensed Plumber & Gasfitter

.com.au

Letters 
to the Editors

Dear Editors
Our local ANZAC Day ceremony began, as many 
ceremonies do, with acknowledgement that we met on 
the lands of the Wurundjeri people, and that we paid our 
respects to their elders – past, present, and emerging. 
The ceremony then proceeded to commemorate those in 
our armed services who had died in Australia’s wars, from 
1788 to the present day. The ceremony ended with the 
national anthem – both verses – including the claim that 
we have ‘boundless plains to share’.

If ANZAC Day is to represent our nation’s history it must 
surely include open acknowledgement of our Frontier 
Wars, and of the many thousands of First Nations 
peoples who died in those conflicts. As a nation we had 
combatants on both sides in those wars.
While many settlers came to Australia in good faith, 
assured of their rights based on the British judgement of 
Terra Nullius, this judgement, we now know, was invalid. 
The lands we live on have never been ceded.  
The ‘boundless plains’ offered in our national anthem 
were never ‘ours’ to share.
It’s not enough to pay token respect to the traditional 
owners of the lands we live on in our public gatherings, 
and then continue as though First Nations people were 
of no further relevance in the proceedings. We must face 
the truth about our past. Only when we accept this and 
recognise it together will we truly be a nation united as 
one people.
Chris Young, Surrey Hills

Dear Editors
Anyone tried to cycle along Doncaster Road to Westfield 
Shopping Centre recently? I had to go from the Inspire 
Gym near Aldi to the computer/Telstra stores at Westfield 
recently at 3.30pm. The car drivers sped past me at 0.5 
metre distances. If they had to slow down behind me, 
just before a pedestrian crossing with pedestrians on it so 
they would not be able to get through anyway, they got 
very angry, tooting and gesticulating. Bicycle facilities on 
this road, particularly cycling straight instead of turning 
left to M3 or the road just before Westfield Shopping 
Centre are very poor. This huge centre could afford a 
Parkiteer cage. I would also insist on a separated and 
protected bike trail along Doncaster Road. I would not go 
back there unless this is included. There is opportunity to 
connect also with the Koonung Creek trail. I look forward 
to a train to Doncaster, if I live that long. I cannot legally 
drive at present for health reasons.
John Merory East Ivanhoe

Minimum passing 
distance laws for bikes

Preparation:
Finely julienne the carrot (make up to one cup), the 
cucumber, with seeds removed, (make up to one cup) 
and the Chinese radish (make up to one cup). Put into 
mixing bowl and refrigerate.
De-bone the duck then carefully slice off all the skin 
leaving a thin layer of meat still attached. When done, 
finely julienne and set aside. The remaining meat is not 
required for this recipe and can be set aside for another 
duck inspired dish. If using smoked duck breasts, simply 
julienne the duck meat and set aside.

Cooking
Using a small pot, add the vinegar and sugar and boil to 
dissolve the sugar. Remove from heat and allow to cool. 
Pour this mixture over the vegetables, mix well through, 
then refrigerate.
Place the sesame seeds into a frypan, heat and stir 
slowly until the seeds turn a golden brown colour. Put 
aside as part of the garnish. Combine the julienned duck 
with the refrigerated vegetables to flavour the salad. 
Garnish with a sprinkling of sesame seeds, coriander and 
spring onion. Serve. Enjoy!

Ingredients:
½ Chinese roast duck (available in Chinese take-aways)
Carrot
Cucumber
Chinese white radish (Loh Buk)
Four tablespoons vinegar
Four tablespoons sugar

Garnish:
Two tablespoons sesame seeds
Fresh coriander, several sprigs
Two stalks spring onion, mainly white parts, shredded

Chinese 
Roast Duck Salad

If you enjoy Chinese Roast Duck, and who wouldn’t, then this is another 
way to enjoy this world-famous delicacy. Simply call into your local Chinese 
restaurant or if you are lucky, you may live close to a Chinese take-away  
where you can see freshly roasted ducks hanging on display in the window.
Just buy half a duck if you wish, and ask for the sauce as well.  
Then simply shred the meat into juliennes to match the salad vegetables.

Attribution Nicole Kapiniaris has notified us that the article about her parents 
on page 5 of the April edition of Eastsider News, ‘25 years in business’, was 
authored by her father George.

buzz/twine
tree/hide
mature/band
OK/layer
eager/seam
girl/boy
girl/girl
move	along/walk
move	along/walk
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Ruffey Lake Park
My four-legged friends, we need to talk. It’s too much. 
They say it’s my fault, that I am the troublesome 
one. Me?? I ask you…It’s an outrage. I couldn’t be 
less trouble. I’m known for my gentleness, empathy, 
understanding – well, maybe a little feisty at times. 
But, as if making me miserable wasn’t enough, they even 
lectured my Mum. Told her I need to be better behaved 
or I won’t be allowed back. Whoopee says I. Who would 
want to go back?
Mum says this is the third place she’s tried. Apparently, 
I have been blackballed at the previous two. She says 
when she rings to book and gives her mobile number 
they sigh, “Ah, Max”, before she’s even given my name.
So, my non-shedding friends, do you feel the same? The 
ignominy of ‘The Clip’.
Mum says she was somewhat worried as she waited 
for my ‘release’ and saw the special note at the end 
of the price list. “Pricing is determined and finalised 
on the condition and length of the coat, as well as the 
temperament of the dog”. Thanks for listening. I’m feeling 
a little calmer. 
Today’s walk is in Ruffey Lake Park, in Templestowe. 
This park has everything – playgrounds, a creek, a lake, 
BBQs, bridges, a tower, a flying fox, picnic shelters, the 
inevitable history for Dad and, for us, lots and lots and 
lots of off-lead areas. You can check the map in the first 
Paw Note below.
Now this park is big. Seriously big. When we had 
finished our walk Mum and Dad resorted to Google 

Maps to find the car. 
There was some 
‘warmish’ discussion 
as to whether to go 
left or right. You might 
suggest to your two-
leggeds that, in the 
interest of harmony, 
they print off the map!
As to the direction you 
take, it is entirely up 
to you. However, I’ll 
point out some of the 
features and dangers. 
Yes, dangers. Snakes!! 
You probably know 
the rules, but please 
avoid sniffing around 
the creek and lake, 
particularly in warm 
weather. 
The park was formerly orchards and there are still some 
fruit trees remaining. This one is over 130 years old. 
There is a 3km Heritage Trail with information boards and 
photos giving the history of the early orchardists, and 
Dad had to read every word. More information, possibly 
even-more-than-enough-information, can be found in the 
second Paw Note below!
A good scampering spot for you water-lovers, is the ford 
across the creek. Bullock wagons would cross on their 
way to the goldfields near Warrandyte. You can just make 
out the grooves in the rocks worn by the wagon wheels.

If the 28 hectares (that’s 68 acres for you old four-
leggeds) of Ruffey Lake Park haven’t exhausted you, you 
may like to try the nearby Ruffey Creek Trail. With luck, 
you might even see a platypus, as we did. I hope you 
enjoy the walk. Please say hello if you see me around. I’m 
black and silver with a red collar.
Max

My favourite walks 
–	Maximillian	von	Schnauzer

PawNotes:
– in case the two-leggeds need ever more 
information…or need to find the car.

https://www.manningham.vic.gov.au/ruffey-lake-park
https://dt-hs.blogspot.com/2019/03/the-ruffey-lake-
park-heritage-trail.html
https://www.manningham.vic.gov.au/ruffey-trail

Marlow Brown: 
Magician in the Making
- local author book launch
Before Whitehorse resident Kesta Fleming 
started drafting her second children’s book, 
Marlow Brown: Magician in the Making, she 
was keen to get the low down on what it’s 
like to be a magician from someone in the 
business. She began by interviewing friends 
Oscar and Alisdair, two magicians in their 
early twenties. She learned all sorts of things 
– from what can go spectacularly wrong for 
beginner magicians, to what the ‘Magic Circle’ is and 
who can become a member. (It’s an exclusive society for 
top-class magicians in case you’re wondering – magical 
secrets must never be spilled!). But what she was left 
wondering, was why there are so few female magicians. 
And so she began writing the second Marlow Brown 
book in her series for children aged eight and older.
Kesta’s Marlow Brown books are about a girl – Marlow 
– exploring interests which typically lead to professions 
underrepresented by women. Having Marlow set on 
becoming a top-class magician was therefore a magical 
fit with the series’ theme. Let it be said however, that 
Marlow herself is oblivious to gender stereotypes. “She 
is simply a kid with a special talent for creating chaos, 
who explores her interests with gusto,” says Kesta, 
“so this is certainly not a heavy handed approach to 

AN INVITATION TO EXPLORE 
some local Box Hill history
– Helen Harris

The Box Hill Historical Society invites you to two talks 
about local history.
The venue for both talks is the Bert Lewis Room, 1st 
Floor, Box Hill Library, 1040 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill. 
A gold coin donation would be appreciated. In the event 
of further COVID restrictions, talks will be available via 
Zoom. Please see the Society’s website for updates at 
https://www.boxhillhistoricalsociety.com.au/

Up the (Gardiners) Creek:  
a brief history of ‘Kooyongkoot’.
Dr Gary Presland has made a particular study of the 
natural history of the Melbourne area. Over the past 180 

addressing gender imbalances. The most 
important thing for me as a writer, is to 
tell an entertaining story.” Kesta says that 
exploring the world of  
magic created ample opportunity for 
entertainment and humour. “When you 
combine an avid interest in magic with 
a special talent for creating chaos, the 
unexpected is bound to happen!”
After writing the book, Kesta was fortunate 
to connect with Melbourne magician, 
Lee Cohen. Lee is a second generation 
magician, and a trailblazer for women in 
magic, so Kesta was delighted when Lee 
agreed to launch her book at the Melbourne 

Magic Festival, the largest festival of its kind in the 
southern hemisphere. In its fourteenth year, this festival 
casts its spell across Melbourne during the June/July 
school holidays, and promises to take audiences of all 
ages to the extreme end of visual theatre with magicians 
from all over Australia. The launch is a free, family-friendly 
event on 10 July, the last day of the festival, and will 
include some surprise magical performances as well as 
an opportunity to meet the author and have your book 
signed. Tickets for the launch are available through 
Trybooking and the Melbourne Magic Festival website.  
All are welcome.
In this second Marlow Brown book, local publisher 
Celapene Press again pairs Kesta with Balwyn illustrator 
Marjory Gardner whose fun, black and white line 
drawings really bring the text to life. This truly is a home-

grown book. Marlow Brown: Magician in the Making is 
available online from the publisher, Celapene Press, as 
well as the usual online bookstores. Alternatively, you 
could ask for it at your favourite bookshop or local library. 
For more information, contact Kesta by email  
kesta@kestafleming.com or via her website  
www.kestafleming.com 

years, the natural landscapes in this area have been 
subjected to massive alteration. Nowhere is the extent of 
these modifications more apparent than in the ways that 
the many local streams have been treated. The focus of 
Gary’s talk to the Box Hill Historical Society – Gardiners 
Creek – has been the scene of many interesting aspects 
of Box Hill’s history; it is also, perhaps, the prime example 
in Melbourne of the many ways in which natural streams 
have been impacted as a result of European settlement. 
This meeting is on Sunday 20 June 2021 at 2.15pm 

The Gita Yoga School
The establishment and development 
of the Gita Yoga School has 
surprising foundations in Box Hill.  
Dr Fay Woodhouse will speak about 
her research and recent book on  
the subject at 2.15pm on Sunday  
18 July 2021.  
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A 1955 journey 
to remember
Footscray to Moscow and back
– Malcolm Cameron

The end of the Second World 
War was followed by a dangerous 
period in world history, known 
as the Cold War. This was a time 
of ideological and geopolitical 
tension between Communist 
Party led countries, headed by 
the then Soviet Union, and the 
Western World, led by the United 
States. The Cold War ended in 

1991 when the Soviet Union, established by revolution in 
1917, was disbanded to be followed by other Communist 
led countries with the exception of China, Cuba, and 
North Korea. 
The reality was that, as an economic system, 
Communism or Socialism as practised was to fail when it 
went broke because of the cost of the arms race against 
the West and the poor organization of production.
In 1955, Malcolm McDonald, a fan and reader of 
Eastsider News, then aged 22 (but now aged 88), 
boarded the Italian liner SS Neptunia at Station Pier Port 
Melbourne as a representative of the young Communist 
Eureka Youth League (EYL). This was the start of his 
journey to attend the 1955 Youth Festival for Peace 
and Friendship in Warsaw Poland which then had a 
government controlled by the Communist Party.
Malcolm had joined the Footscray Branch of EYL at 
age 17 and at age 18 he became a member of the 
Communist Party. His belief was that Socialism leading 
to Communism would provide a world where there would 
not be any capitalists, and the means of production 
would have common ownership where people would 
contribute to society according to their ability, and then  
to each according to their need.
Malcolm’s memory of this time was recently revived  
with a previously unseen group photograph taken at 
Station Pier Port Melbourne of the Australian delegation 
to the 1955 Festival, just prior to the SS Neptunia  
leaving Melbourne. 

The Probus 
silos tour
– Kate and Gerry Cross

Finally, after COVID delays, 34 people departed in late 
March on a bus tour of the Wimmera Silos. Initiated by 
Mitcham Nunawading Probus, the tour group included 
Boroondara Ladies, Kew, Box Hill South, Balwyn North, 
Mitcham Orchards and Templestowe Lower Probus 
Clubs, plus members from Heathmont Bowls, and Box 
Hill Golf clubs. Additional highlights were a visit to the 
restored Narrapumelap Homestead at Wickcliffe off the 
Glenelg Highway, and the Murtoa Stick Shed. 
Built in 1873, Narrapumelap Historic Homestead is 
considered to be one of rural Australia’s finest examples 
of French Gothic Revival Architecture. The owner and 
restorer gave a brief overview of the property followed 
by a tour during which he explained the amount of 
restoration he had personally conducted to bring the 
homestead back to the original status. Vandals had 
broken many of the fireplaces and hearths and generally 
destroyed much of the internal features. The owner has 
done much of the work himself in order to contain costs. 

building friendships and getting to know the people 
better. Adnate’s mural is of a Wergaia Elder named Uncle 
Ron Marks, along with a Wotjobaluk Elder, Aunty Regina 
Hood. They both stand beside two young children, 
Savannah Marks and Curtly McDonald.
We also visited silos at Brim, Roseberry Village, Lascelles 
and Rupanyup. For a full report on the whole trip and all 
the photos, email kateandgerrycross@gmail.com 

Malcolm McDonald’s story
“After a month at sea visiting ports along the way and 
traveling through the Suez Canal, the SS Neptunia 
eventually arrived in Genoa, Italy where we disembarked. 
My first impression was wonderment at how old 
everything was compared with Australia. After two days 
in Genoa, we boarded a train for Warsaw where, despite 
having booked seats, there were none available and we 
needed to give a porter a couple of packets of cigarettes 
to stow our luggage, which turned out to be in the toilet. I 
vividly remember an old man with a red face and shaking 
at the knees, standing in the passageway holding his 
genitals demanding that we take our luggage out of the 
toilet! During the journey another interesting old man 
introduced himself and said he had been to Australia 
working on the gold fields of Kalgoorlie.
Our train stopped in still war damaged Vienna where we 
had a stay and we toured the city on foot. Leaving Vienna 
on the final leg of our journey, we eventually arrived in 
Warsaw after crossing the Czechoslovak border into 
Poland. Our accommodation was in a school vacated 
by students during the school holidays. I remember the 
wonderful polish sausage washed down with vodka at 
meal times and also eating yogurt for the first time.
The festival was a big cultural and sporting event which 
also provided the opportunity to meet and make friends 
with people of different nationalities, including my Polish 
interpreter who became a lifelong friend. I later visited 
him in Poland on several occasions, the last time was 
three years ago shortly before his death. At the end of the 
festival in Warsaw, my next memorable experience was a 

journey to Moscow. During a visit to Red Square, we were 
taken to the head of the queue at the mausoleum where 
the remains of Russian leaders Lenin and Stalin lay, both 
men were important figures of 20th Century history. 
While in Moscow, the Australians in our group were 
invited to visit China. To get there we needed to take 
the almost 6,000 km journey by steam train on the Trans 
Siberian Railway. The journey from Moscow to Harbin in 
Northern China took about 14 days with many stops on 
the way. Today it takes less than six days.
I always will remember at one stop in Siberia, a young 
Russian soldier wearing a blue singlet and with a rifle 
carelessly slung on his shoulder, invited me to the station 
cafe for a drink. While I was reaching for my glass of what 
turned out to be vodka, I could see the young soldier was 
looking at me expecting I wouldn’t be able to handle it. As 
an experienced drinker of Polish vodka, I surprised and I 
think disappointed him by throwing it down in one gulp. 
On arrival in Harbin as guests of the Chinese government, 
we were accompanied by a wonderful lady interpreter, 
Shen Ping Yu.
Travelling by train from Harbin we first visited Peking, 
now known as Beijing. This was followed by visiting large 
cities such as Shanghai and Canton before reaching and 
passing into then-British controlled Hong Kong. 
In 1955; six years after the Communists gained power; 
the countryside beyond the big cities was still extremely 
backward. I remember the pride of a leader of a collective 
farm who showed us a small water pump which did away 
with the need for a manual water wheel.
After spending two days in Hong Kong we boarded a Qantas 
flight to Sydney that, before the age of jetliners, needed two 
overnight stops – one in Manila (where I was surprised to 
see the manager wearing a gun), and a night in Darwin. The 
present flight between Hong Kong and Sydney takes 9hrs 15 
mins. Not many people were able to travel overseas in 1955 
let alone visit countries behind the so-called Iron Curtain.  
I was very lucky to have had the experience.
Malcolm McDonald resigned from the Communist Party 
after 11 years of active membership in 1961, and later 
went on to join the ALP of which he is now a life member. 
In 1956, he started work at Newport Power Station in 
Melbourne where he joined his union, the Federated 
Engine Drivers and Firemens’ Association (FEDFA) and 
went on to become FEDFA Victorian State Secretary and 
the union National President. He says the most enjoyable 
job he ever had was as an engine driver-fireman on the 
Williamstown ferry.

Malcolm is second left, front row. National Archives of Australia.

Malcolm McDonald

Tour Group at Sheep Hills Narrapumelap Historic Homestead

EASTSIDER BEEKEEPERS

Backyard Honey Pty Ltd.
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Premium 100% Raw Local Unheated Honey  
+ Beeswax
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Bee-nest Removal / Relocations 
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For example, in order to restore the urns at the entrance 
steps he learned the technique and was able to complete 
the job for around $150 rather than the quoted cost of 
$2,000. As well he was able to cast a lion’s head as part 
of the urns and made 200 of them which he was able to 
sell at $10 each. This money was then used to restore the 
library fire mantle and bookshelves.
Another feature, there are 
two Lions guarding the 
entrance to the residence. 
Research has shown that 
these were manufactured 
two years prior to the 
one currently on display 
at Parliament House in 
Melbourne (and in far 
better condition). Overall 
Narrapumelap was an 
unforgettable experience.
To get inspiration for this 
mural at Sheep Hills, the 
artist Matt Adnate spent 
time among the Barengi 
Gaijin Land Council in 
north-west Victoria, 

Patchewollock Silo
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As for so many organisations and individuals, 2020 was 
a bleak year for Whitehorse Orchestra. However, we 
were lucky. Our conductor/music director, Mr Gerald 
Keuneman, OAM, fed us weekly essays on a wide variety 
of composers, with comprehensive information and 
suggestions of works to listen to, which complemented 
his words. So, although we were unable to rehearse 
and perform, we had the good fortune of being able to 
expand our knowledge of, and appreciation for, music 
from home.
Gerald’s musical expertise and ability to share his 
knowledge with ease have benefited the Whitehorse 
Orchestra and its audiences for nearly 31 years. He took 
on his role in mid-1990, when the Orchestra was little more 
than a small chamber group and has since developed it 
into a large and successful community orchestra. 
The 2020 COVID-19 lockdown took its toll and it was 
with great regret we were unable to rehearse or to 
bring performances to our audiences throughout the 
year. However, the drought was broken this year, with 
rehearsals starting on 30 January (at first with strings only, 
because mask wearing and wind instruments just don’t 
tally), but it was not too long before the whole orchestra 
could join together for socially distanced rehearsals. Thus 
we were able to perform our first concert in 18 months 
on 15 May, featuring soloist Matthew Rigby playing the 
Bruch Violin Concerto. Among the other works performed 
was South Australian composer Graeme Koehne’s aptly 
named 40 Reasons to be Cheerful to celebrate the return 
to an (almost) normal lifestyle.
Gerald’s own prolific music credits as a professional 
cellist with various orchestras, including a couple of 
decades with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, 
countless film credits, numerous tours overseas with the 
MSO and musical theatre groups and more, have been 
well documented. Little has been said, however about 
his rapport as a teacher of children and his enthusiasm 
to introduce the wonders of orchestral music to young 
audiences. Apart from his teaching, both privately and 
within the education system, he has nurtured his own 
children’s musical development, and will surely continue 
to do so for the coming generation. Gerald’s love of 
bringing music to children is what led to the Whitehorse 
Orchestra’s concerts for young audiences, which he 
instigated soon after he began with the orchestra.

These concerts have included narrated works, either by 
spoken or sung voice, (Peter and the Wolf, Paddington 
Bear’s First Concert, Alice and Wonderland, among others). 
He also programmed historically themed events, for 
example, concerts based on works written by a very young 
Mozart accompanied by a narrative of Mozart’s childhood 
life. The concerts have proven to be very popular and 
have introduced works to thousands of children over 
the years, children who may not otherwise have had the 
opportunity to experience the excitement of live orchestral 
performance. It was with great disappointment that Gerald 
and the orchestra had to break the run last year. However, 
2021 is going to be different!
This year, COVID permitting, we will be back at 
Kingswood College, Box Hill on 17 July, to present 
Francis Poulenc’s The Story of Babar the Little Elephant, 
as well as a piece composed especially for the orchestra 
by one of its members, violinist Rebecca Marshall. 
Rebecca’s is a narrated work written to the story of Jack 
and the Beanstalk and we are all very much enjoying 
workshopping and rehearsing it for the occasion.
Please visit our website www.whitehorseorchestra.org.
au for details of the 17 July concerts’ There will be two 
performances, held at 2pm and 3.30pm respectively 

and both will comply with all current COVID-19 issues. 
In addition, check out Gerald’s weekly essays, which 
have been stored on the website for all to read as 
attachments to previous programs. More information on 
the Orchestra’s 2021 season will be highlighted a little 
later in the year.
Sally Dugan is a local resident and a member of the 
Whitehorse Orchestra.

Archie Roach Christine Anu Pigram Brothers

Vincent Lingiari and Gough Whitlam

Playing our songs
– First Nations style
–	Mike	Daly

I have been reflecting recently on the impact indigenous 
performers have had on popular music, particularly as 
we’ve just marked the 30th anniversary of the Royal 
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody (April 
15, 1991), and Reconciliation Week, albeit with minimal 
results or impact on our national consciousness.
Music may not offer solutions, but it can highlight 
injustices – like those the European colonists inflicted 
on this continent’s original inhabitants. One of the most 
powerful songs that springs to mind is From little things 
big things grow – jointly composed by Kev Carmody and 
Paul Kelly after a night camping out in the bush together. 
It told of the fight for land rights at Wattie Creek in the 
Northern Territory, led by Vincent Lingiari and ended in 
triumph on 16 August 1975, when Prime Minister Gough 
Whitlam poured sand into Vincent Lingiari’s hand to 
symbolise the legal transfer of Wave Hill station back to 
the Gurindjis.
Carmody is a remarkable character. I recall him telling me 
about growing up in the Darling Downs and of his fight 
to gain literacy and a university education – eventually 
graduating with a PhD in history from Queensland 
University. He also kick-started his recording career 
in1988 with one of our greatest protest albums, Pillars 
of Society, embodied succinctly in one song titled Thou 
shalt not steal and, in another, highlighted the deaths in 
custody issue. 
But perhaps the most poignant song of all is Archie 
Roach’s Took the children away, first heard on his 
Charcoal Lane debut album in 1990. Archie’s lament for 

the stolen generation – and he was one of them – was 
uttered not in anger but sorrow and to this day it still stirs 
the soul. Then there is Yothu Yindi, the great NT tribal 
rock band whose Treaty became a national sensation. 
Their silver-voiced sibling Gurrumul enjoyed a brief 
international career until his early death at just 46. 
Jimmy Little, a gentle crooner whose Royal Telephone 
became a country-gospel hit in the 1960s, enjoyed a 

career resurgence in the late 1990s with Messenger, 
a superb covers collection of Aussie rock and pop 
classics. Jimmy grew up on an Aboriginal reserve near 
Mooroopna. Born into a family of performers in 1937, 
Jimmy spent his early years on the Cummeragunja 
Aboriginal Reserve, near Echuca in Yorta country. Other 
notable mission residents included Sir Doug Nicholls and 
actor Jack Charles. 
One of my favourite groups is the Broome-based Pigram 
Brothers led by siblings Alan and Stephen, who formed 
bands Scrap Metal and Kuckles, wrote Feel like going 
back home and composed songs for the hit musicals 
Bran Nue Dae and Corrugation Road. 
And who can forget the Warumpi Band’s My Island Home, 
celebrating Elcho Island off the Arnhem Land coast. 
Christine Anu revived their song successfully, highlighting 
her own Torres Strait antecedents and, finally, Seaman 
Dan’s softly lilting, ukulele- backed melodies recalled his 
life as a Torres Strait pearl diver. 
Mike Daly is a local resident and a widely experienced 
and well-known journalist with a keen ear and eye on 
the music scene. He has joined the Eastsider News 
team and can be contacted at mikedaly35@gmail.com
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Whitehorse Orchestra 
concerts for children
– Sally Dugan
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Rotary spirit 
shines through 
– Janette King

Despite torrential rain, Rotary International’s spirit of 
service above self, shone through on 11 April 2021 as 
local Rotary Clubs in the City of Whitehorse participated 
in a Baton Relay to mark the centenary of Rotary in 
Australia. Rotary started in Chicago in the USA in 
1905, as a non-political and non-religious organization, 
and the first Australian Rotary Clubs were formed in 
1921. Through the hard work of their members, and 
the support of the community, Rotary Clubs undertake 
projects ranging from large scale international initiatives 
like working to eradicate polio and providing water and 
sanitation programs in developing counties, to ones 
making a difference in our local community. 
The Baton Relay allowed Camberwell Camera Club 
members to demonstrate their event photography skills 

it is to ensure building compliance. Neighbours are not 
entitled to see the plans beforehand either, which means 
that they have no way of knowing whether an offensive 
dwelling is to be constructed until well after construction 
has commenced. 
The building works in Quercus Court have been the 
subject of a number of complaints from neighbours to 
the Boroondara Council over the past year, but the major 
complaints relate to the size and height of the building 
that is emerging, featuring an effective third storey in a 
zone where the maximum number of storeys allowed is 
two, and to the apparent weakness in planning laws that 
make it possible. 
Neighbours maintain that the current planning regime: 
•	 Encourages the private building surveyor to act more 

as an agent of the builder than as an independent 
overseer, because the surveyor is paid by the builder 
and depends on him or her for future work;

as they partnered with the members of the Rotary Club 
of Box Hill Central to capture images of that club’s part 
of the event. The Centenary Baton Relay route passed by 
many of the local organisations the Rotary Club supports 
such as Alkira which provides services and support to 
people with an intellectual disability, and the Dementia 
Café supporting people living with dementia and their 
carers. There was also a stop at the Blackburn South 
Community Bank, an important partner in the club’s 
community grants program. The route also featured the 
Rotary Recycle Shop on Riversdale Road in Wattle Park. 
The shop supports Rotary’s many projects both at home 
and abroad. 
Neither the event participants nor the photographic team 
were deterred by the heavy rain which affected many legs 
of the relay. Despite the challenging conditions there were 
plenty of smiles to go round, and no lack of enthusiasm 
which is a positive sign that Rotary’s good work looks set 
to continue for the next 100 years and beyond.

•	 Encourages the private building surveyor to allow 
plans that push the standardised building design to the 
absolute limits of what is permissible, and potentially 
beyond those limits, resulting in buildings that may be 
inappropriate for the site and neighbourhood. There is 
no qualitative assessment of the plans at all; and

•	 Motivates the parties to push beyond the boundaries  
of the law through imaginative interpretations of the 
literal rules, resulting in a negation of the intent of 
planning legislation. 

The experience in Quercus Court Camberwell calls  
into question the entire effectiveness of current planning 
regulations insofar as the protection they afford to 
neighbourhood character. Allowing the construction 
of buildings that damage the amenity of others and 
potentially lessen neighbouring property values  
ultimately threatens the wellbeing of all homeowners in 
Melbourne. It is to be hoped that the City of Boroondara, 
with the support of VCAT if necessary, is able to take 
decisive action to ensure that the spirit of the legislation  
is preserved and that builders are truly required to 
consider their neighbours and the law when building their 
dream home. A review of current planning regulations is 
called for to address these shortcomings and protect the 
living environment of all Melburnians. 
Richard Blakeman is a Camberwell resident.

[EDS:  By law, now the the builder can't appoint the 
building surveyor.]

Surrey Hills Toastmasters
Would you like to improve your communication 
and leadership skills and learn the secrets of good 
communication. Come to Surrey Hills Toastmasters 
meetings and become a more persuasive speaker. 
Confident public speakers are confident people. They 
stand out in business and in public life and now, thanks 
to Surrey Hills Toastmasters, anyone can become a 
skilled public speaker. Our educational training program 
has an outstanding record of success. You, too, can 
participate in one of the world’s most successful 
public speaking training programs from Toastmasters 
International, a non-profit organisation.

How the program works?
Surrey Hills Toastmasters meets in a club environment 
where members work through the training program 
at their own pace. They learn to support each other, 
regardless of their skill level. Growth in communication 
and leadership skills of our members is impressive! 
Surrey Hills Toastmasters meeting time is 7 to9.00 pm on 
the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month at Balwyn Library, 
336 Whitehorse Road, Balwyn. For more information 
contact Noel on 03-9723 1927 or send an email to 
enquiries@surreyhillstoastmasters.com, or visit our 
website at http://surreyhillstoastmasters.com 

Twenty years ago, the first Harry Potter film was released; Hanging by a 
moment by Lifehouse was on top of the music charts; and a five-year-
old not-for-profit organisation, the Whitehorse Business Group had just 
launched its first Whitehorse Excellence in Business Awards. Twenty 
years on and they continue to celebrate the success and achievements 
of the business and Individuals who daily strive for excellence in their 
area of expertise in order to grow the local Whitehorse economy. 
The Whitehorse Excellence in Business Awards recognise the initiative, 
innovation and creativity local business bring to the Whitehorse 
community. Participation gives finalists and winners a highly visible 
endorsement of their success, boosting a business’ confidence and 
marketplace profile. Similarly, the Gala Dinner awards presentation night, 
is an opportunity to network and increase the exposure of a business. 

How do you nominate? 
Go to https://tinyurl.com/5bk55t9d and request your awards nomination 
package now. Alternately, you can access our online nomination 
form at https://tinyurl.com/3twp6npv All awards are open to local 
businesses operating within the City of Whitehorse. Whether you’re 
a sole trader in start-up phase or a long-standing SME with solutions 
worth shouting about, nominating your business is worth doing. There 
are eight categories. Following the completion of the online nomination, 
businesses will be required to complete Phase 2 of the nomination 
process. A panel of independent judges will then contact each of the 
nominees for a phone interview and a potential site visit. Finalists and 
winners will be announced at the Whitehorse Business Group’s Gala 
Dinner on Friday 22 October at Vogue Ballroom in Burwood East. 
Nominate your favourite business, or even your own business and help 
them get the amazing recognition they deserve. Nominations close 22 
August, 2021. If you have any question or need more information, 
please get in contact with our Executive office on 9275 6910 or via 
email info@whitehorsebusinessgroup.com.au

Residents up in arms 
over destruction of 
neighbourhood amenity 
– Richard	Blakeman

Once the site of the largest chicken farm in the Southern 
Hemisphere and a locally famous menagerie that 
drew visitors from near and far, the Aisbett Estate in 
Camberwell is now the subject of a dispute over another 
type of huge development – an imposing house currently 
under construction that pushes planning regulations to 
the absolute limit and possibly beyond. 
The building under construction, an imposing three-storey 
dwelling in Quercus Court, Camberwell, has exposed 
potential loopholes in planning regulations that may 
permit unscrupulous operators to flout the regulations 
with impunity. That is, unless neighbours raise the alarm 
energetically and are well supported by authorities. 
The property in Quercus Court is being built in a 
Neighbourhood Residential Zone, which is the subject 
of planning regulations imposing guidelines that purport 
to preserve neighbourhood character and the amenity 
of neighbours. However, because the building is a single 
residential dwelling, the builder does not require Council 
approval for the building plans prior to commencement 
of works. Under current planning legislation, builders may 
employ their own private building surveyor whose role 

Whitehorse Excellence 
in Business Awards
 – 20 years on and still going strong 
– Lior Aufgang
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Koonung 
Bushwalking Club 
– Dianne Robertson

For more than 35 years, Koonung Bushwalking club has 
provided members with the opportunity to enjoy the 
natural environment, to stay fit and healthy, and to belong 
to a friendly community. Walking in the Australian bush 
provides the opportunity for experiences and adventures 
in places that may be off the beaten track. Our club 
provides members with safe walking, in good company 
and, importantly, with trained leaders who organise and 
conduct enjoyable walks.
Membership of a club is a good way to meet others 
who share similar interests and is a great source of 
friendships for those wanting to explore outdoor activities 
with like-minded friends. Our members are a friendly 

Blackburn South Probus 
– Ken	Pakes

Blackburn South is one of the many 
Probus Clubs formed by Rotary in the 
Eastern Suburbs which is still operating 
through the COVID pandemic. We have 
an active web site where you can find answers 
to your questions regarding the Club, on https://
probusblackburnsouth.org.au or we offer phone 
access through our Secretary on 9874 2840. Our 
monthly meetings are held in the Horticultural 
Centre in Jolimont Road, a pleasant venue in a 
garden setting with spacious lawns at the rear, 
which gives us space to hold our morning teas and 
a friendly sausage sizzle after our meeting.
We have many activities available for our members. 
These include golf, discussion group, bistro nights, 
walking group, indoor bowling, to name just a few 
of our activities. Due to the pandemic, we have 
some vacancies, and we would welcome some 
new members. We are open to all nationalities, 
and age groups. So if you are interested in joining, 
please visit our web site, or ring our secretary. 

and easy-going group of varying ages, fitness levels 
and abilities who love bushwalking and socialising. Our 
club’s walks and activities aim to cater for this diversity of 
membership. 
As a bushwalking club, Koonung is committed to the 
protection of our natural environment, which in turn 
will lead to healthier communities. Healthy parks mean 
healthy plants, animals, and people, and provide the best 
nature experiences for visitors like us.
KBC is regularly involved in conservation activities. We 
have adopted tracks in Bunyip State Park where we 
complete regular track clearing with the local Park Ranger. 
This includes assisting with Bushfire Recovery in the 
restoration of walking tracks. We also assist at Arthurs 
Seat with Boneseed weeding annually where we have our 
own block that we look after. This helps Parks Victoria and 
local councils in their crucial conservation work.
We don’t call ourselves the ‘friendly club’ for nothing. We 
have members from all over Metropolitan Melbourne and 
some regional areas near Melbourne. Given the troubled 
times due to the COVID-19 virus, we remained in contact 
with members with the publication of a president’s 
weekly communication as well as the monthly Walk Talk 
newsletter, lifting spirits and keeping everyone informed, 
challenged, and providing a chance to reminisce. We 
also continued to conduct monthly committee meetings 
by FreeCall and GoogleMeet, and conducted our AGM 
by GoogleMeet, confirming the nomination of two new 
committee members and granting a number of member 
service awards.
If you would like to find out more about the club, check 
out our website at https://koonungbushwalkingclub.org.
au/ or send an email to koonungbwc@yahoo.com.au. 
Visitors are welcome to attend our club meetings, held on 
the 3rd Wednesday of every month (except December), at 
Rooms 13/14, The Pines Living and Learning Centre, 520 
Blackburn Road, Doncaster East, 3109.

Walking in the Cathedral Ranges

The bathtub test 
During a visit to my doctor, I asked him, “how do you determine 
whether or not an older person should be put in an old age home”.  
“Well”, he said, “we fill up a bathtub then we offer a teaspoon, a 
teacup, and a bucket, to the person to empty the bathtub”.  
“Oh, I understand”, I said, “a normal person would use the bucket 
because it is bigger than the spoon or the teacup”. “No”, he said,  
“a normal person would pull out the plug”. “Do you want a bed near 
the window?”

JUSTICE

PEACE
OF THE

Need a document signed?
Statutory Declarations sworn, Affidavits sworn, Copies 
certified, Powers of Attorney activated, Signatures 
witnessed, Other legal documents processed
Your local Document Signing Station (DSS) is available 
at the Boroondara Police Station, 34 Harp Road, Kew 
East 3102. This free service is provided by local Justices 
of the Peace (JPs) and is available each Monday and 
Wednesday from 11.00am to 1.00pm. No appointment 
necessary. JPs are authorised to act as independent 
and objective witnesses to documents used for official 
or legal purposes. Document Signing Stations are also 
at other locations in our area, (see www.rvahj.org.au/
information/document-signing-stations/) but contact 
them first to find out about COVID safe arrangements.

84 year old Marion Webb making a shot  
through the hail, Julie Sloan looking on.

HAVE A LAUGH!

camberwellartshow.org.au

GALA 
OPENING

9 July 2021, 6.30pm

Saturday 10 – Sunday 18 July
Swinburne University
427 Burwood Road, Hawthorn

1350 Paintings • 600 Artists

Project of Rotary  
Club of Hawthorn
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At the South Vermont Shopping 
Centre on the Saturday before 

Mother’s Day the South Vermont 
Lions Club in partnership with Baker’s Delight held a 
sausage sizzle which raised $900 for Breast Cancer 
Network Australia. Although the sausages were in great 
demand, not all the money raised came from the humble 
sausage. Lady members of South Vermont Lions Club 
ably led by Lion Karen Fuhrman and Christine Mendis 
coupled with Bakers Delight staff put together lovely 
hampers containing a wide selection of feminine luxuries 
donated by the club members, Bakers Delight staff and 
shopping centre traders. Hampers were raffled off with 
funds raised contributing greatly to a fantastic overall 
outcome. 

Reducing
our emissions
– John Gare

Dear reader, if you are an Australian citizen 
you bear some responsibility for this country’s 

greenhouse gas emissions as defined by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 
Emissions, as the name implies, are greenhouse gases 
which keep the planet warm by trapping some of the 
sun’s radiation that would otherwise be radiated back 
into outer space. The IPCC issues guidelines listing more 
than ten greenhouse gases including the main ones, 
carbon dioxide and methane, and factors from which can 
be calculated the warming effect of each in terms of the 
warming effect of an equivalent amount of carbon dioxide. 
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) commit to report their 
respective emissions regularly to the IPCC. These  
reports are compiled in a global inventory in units of 
millions of metric tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent 
heating effect, or megatonnes of CO2 equivalent 
(abbreviated Mt CO2-e).

Playhouse Players 
go around the world 
in 80 days
Around the world in 80 days by Jules Verne, adapted for 
stage by Mark Brown, will be on stage at the Rentoul 
Theatre, 16 Livingstone Close, Burwood in July. 
The story follows two travellers who become a trio and 
then a foursome as they fight their way through countless 
obstacles to reach home. The main characters are 
Phileas Fogg who is trying to win a bet with the Reform 

Club that he can travel around 
the world in 80 days. Together 
with his new valet, Passepartout, 
he leaves London on 2 October 
1872 vowing to return by 21 
December 1872. Along the way 
they encounter Detective Fix and 
an Indian Princess Aouda who they 
rescue from certain death. 
Bookings	can	be	made	at	www.trybooking.com/BQIMV.	
Good off street parking and entry access is available for 
wheelchairs. There will be an interval with refreshments 
available from the bar. 

Australia’s emissions in 2005 were about 613 
megatonnes of CO2 equivalent (613 MtCO2-e) and 
in 2020 they had gone down to about 503 MtCO2-e. 
The reduction so far is 18% below 2005 levels. Our 
Federal Government has nominated as our Nationally 
Determined Contribution (NDC) – our fair share of 
reductions necessary to limit global heating to the IPCC 
Paris Agreement temperature goals of well below 2oC or, 
if possible, 1.5oC – a reduction of 26-28% below 2005 
levels by 2030.
As the twenty sixth meeting of the parties to the UNFCCC 
in Glasgow (COP26) approaches, it is a good time to 
put this Australian NDC of 26-28% by 2030 under the 
microscope. Does it represent a fair share contribution?
A measure of what would constitute a fair share was 
suggested by the Climate Change Authority (CCA) 
in 2014. They said that a fair trajectory should result 
in emissions not exceeding a ‘budget’ of cumulative 
emissions over a given span of time. The CCA 
recommended, as Australia’s fair share of the global 
budget task for a 2oC temperature limit, a national 
budget of 10,100 MtCO2-e for the period 2013-2050. 
Their methodology has never been contested, even 
though their recommendations have not been adopted 
by the Federal Government. A team of Australian and 
international climate scientists under the chairmanship 
of John Hewson, called the Climate Targets Panel, has 

When the wind, the director of the comedy, draws the 
final curtain, every actor collapses on stage, littering 
every corner. It is time to clear the stage. Children 
enter throwing the leaves in the air, kicking them, and 
crunching them beneath their feet. An old man sniffs the 
air. He remembers when he was a boy that leaves were 
burnt; in his mind, the aroma lingers.

Join us at the theatre
The Lions Club of South Vermont Inc in conjunction 
with the Peridot Theatre Group proudly presents the 
hilarious story of five women who inherit equal shares 
in a dilapidated theatre and plan to bring it back to life 
again. They try various fund-raising schemes but their 
most ambitious is to hold a concert featuring local talent 
and a world-famous star who agrees to appear for no fee! 
However, their plans go awry and it’s a race to keep their 
audience from guessing the truth of the matter. Curtain up! 
by John Jennings is a fast-paced and very funny comedy! 

7.30pm Thursday 5 August 2021, Adults $25, Kids 
$15, includes drinks on arrival and supper at interval. 
For	information,	contact	Karen	on	0412	247	456	or	
karen@fuhrmann.id.au	Book	your	tickets	online	at:	
www.trybooking.com/BQZIS	
The	Unicorn	Theatre,	Mt.	Waverley	Secondary	
College,	Lechte	Road,	Mount	Waverley	 
(Melways Map 61 F11)

recently released an update of the CCA calculations 
establishing the following ‘fair share’ budgets for the 
period 2021-2030. For 2oC trajectories: 6,160 MtCO2-e; 
and for 1.5oC trajectories: 3,521 MtCO2-e.
For comparison, budgets for the interim period of 2021-
2030 have been published by the Department of Industry, 
Science, Energy and Resources in ‘Australia’s emissions 
projections 2020’. These budgets are, for 26% reduction 
by 2030, 4,832 MtCO2-e and, for 28% reduction by 2030, 
4,764 MtCO2-e. The current NDC is not a fair trajectory 
compatible with the IPCC 1.5oC temperature goal 
because its lowest emissions budget, 4,764 MtCO2-e, 
exceeds the benchmark, 3,521 MtCO2-e. The fair share 
budget would be exhausted well before 2030.
The NDC would be a fair trajectory compatible with the 
IPCC 2oC temperature goal if it left Australia with an 
achievable task of getting to net zero without emitting 
more than 6,160 MtCO2-e. It doesn’t! By 2030, the 
budget remaining would be, at most, 1,791 (6,160-4,832) 
MtCO2-e. This remainder would take us to 2036 but only 
at an impossible rate of emissions reduction approaching 
300 megatonnes per year. The Hewson Panel offers, 
for compatibility with the IPCC 1.5oC temperature goal, 
an NDC option requiring a very steep but still possibly 
achievable rate of emissions reduction of 47 megatonnes 
per year. This would involve a target of 87% below 2005 
levels by 2030, and net zero by 2050.

South Vermont Lions Club

Uniting East Burwood Uniting East Burwood 
care packagescare packages
Students from the MTO Shahmaghsoudi® 
School of Islamic Sufism® Melbourne Centre 
donated 80 care packages for needy people in 
their community, continuing the Global COVID-19 
relief efforts begun in 2020. The packages, 
containing over 1,000 items of non-perishable 
foods and essentials, were shared between 
Uniting East Burwood and the Bay Hampton East 
Community Information and Support Service. 
In May, Uniting East Burwood was grateful to 
receive a further 50 bags. 
For more information, contact Uniting East 
Burwood, 220 Burwood Highway  
Burwood East 3153, phone: 9803 3400.

The vulnerable leaves, desperately cling to their twigs. 
The coloured leaf is a clever deceiver, causing the casual 
thinker to see it as still alive. It is not. With the passing of 
time, and the blowing of the wind, it is forced to let go. It 
drops, not like a stone, floating, wafting to and fro, and 
playfully fluttering down landing lightly on the ground. 
There it lies. 
But wait. It is ready for another show. With the 
orchestration of the wind, a comedy now begins. The 
wind pounces on the fallen leaves and has fun with 
them, tossing and stirring them. They are flying in the 
air, skipping in the breeze, dancing in the streets, and 
playing on rooftops. They move singly, together, or in 
heaps, swaying, fluttering, swinging, playing, wavering. 
Constantly active!

PLAYHOUSE PLAYERS

Active autumn
–	Owen	Clark

I look out my window and see leaves beginning to change 
colour. It is a signal – the clue that winter is coming. 
The sun has gone north. Its heat and intensity changed. 
The air is cooler, yet on cloudless sunny days, there is a 
beautiful warmth. 
The sap flow that kept the green leaves green has started 
to turn off. With snail-like speed, devastation creeps 
up on certain leaves. Green surfaces change first, but 
tiny veins remain green. In time even they fade. When 
the dominating green colour surrenders, other colours, 
hidden beneath, show themselves. The artist’s palette 
is now yellows, reds, oranges, purples, and browns. 
Tourists called ‘leaf peepers’ travel great distances, even 
overseas to a street, a mountain, a forest, to contemplate 
and drink in the glamour and beauty.
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Camberwell Green 
to proceed
John Kennedy, Member for Hawthorn, and Nina Taylor, 
Member for the Southern Metropolitan region, have 
confirmed a grant of $1.76 million from the State 
Government towards the Camberwell Green project. 
The creation of extra parkland in Camberwell Junction, 
which was featured in Eastsider News No 4, February 
2021 edition, has long been advocated by local residents 

Greg King had never taken an interest in community radio 
over his 40 years in publishing until 2012, when Jack 
Tanner, a close friend encouraged him to host a program 
for their Rotary group on the Heidelberg-based 96.5 Inner 
FM. The answer was a no-brainer for Greg: “I said ‘yes’ I 
would! Because for 40 years people had been telling me I 
had a voice, I should be on radio.” 
It kindled a passion in all areas of community radio, and a 
great result for his own Rotary Club. And as for his radio 
show, he says: “That program is the world’s longest-
running one-hour weekly radio program dedicated to 
Rotary matters.” Greg’s volunteering has also seen him 
hosting a Friday morning breakfast music program from 
6 to 9am. 
When talking to Greg you get a real understanding of the 
importance community radio plays in society. Despite 
the growth of the internet, community stations have done 
exceptionally well. “There are up to 450 community radio 
stations in Australia,” Greg says, “with 25,000 volunteers 
and around 1,500 employees … and 32 per cent of all 
radios turned on, spending more than 20 hours per 
month on community radio. It’s a remarkable thing.” If 
there were two words Greg could use to encapsulate 
community radio, he would say it’s a “broad church”, 
open to all opinions and creeds without discrimination, 
giving the community its voice. 
For many like Greg, involvement in community radio 
came later in life, a point he stresses to prospective 

and community groups and has become more pressing 
in recent years as more people move into the area. 
The funding will go towards a new sensory garden and 
landscaping that will extend Camberwell Primary School’s 
play area across a current car park near the  
City of Boroondara council buildings. 
The Camberwell Green project has been a collaboration 
with the State Government, the Camberwell Primary 
School community and other groups including the 

volunteers. “A lot of people don’t get involved in 
community radio until they retire,” he says. “I never had 
the time to do it, but…I was able to adjust, get involved 
and then gradually it becomes such a passion that at 71, 
it’s now a very important part of my life.” 
Greg stresses the historic, apolitical tradition of 
community radio, especially from its early days. “We 
had the support of governments of both political 
persuasions – and 16 of the past 20 years have been 
under a conservative government totally supportive of 
community radio, just as much as any left-leaning or 
Labor government.” This support has led to community 
radio becoming a national asset and identity for many 
Australians, encouraging further grassroots engagement 
with local councils and organisations.
The future of community radio is looking brighter too, 
with new volunteers joining Inner FM to share their 
stories, says Greg. “We’ve got 12 people trying to be 
trained so they can get a program.” He says it is further 
evidence that locals want to be heard and to better 
engage with their local communities: “People are starting 
to understand the power because people get sick of the 
‘canned sausages’ that come out of commercial radio!” 

Whitehorse and Boroondara stations
While 96.5 Inner FM is the sole station for Melbourne’s 
inner eastern suburbs, several more local community 
radio stations operate in Whitehorse and Boroondara. 
Box Hill-based 3WBC 94.1 FM provides a multitude 

Camberwell Green and Camberwell Junction Residents 
Association, who are to be congratulated for their 
strenuous and continuing advocacy. As more people 
make Camberwell home, the much needed extra 
parkland will be of benefit to not only Camberwell Primary 
School, but for the whole community.

of programs for locals and dedicates 20 per cent of its 
schedule to ethnic-focused content. Radio Eastern FM 
98.1, based in Croydon, has a focus on easy listening, 
jazz, and sports on Saturdays, while 3KND Kool N Deadly 
(on 1503 AM) is based in Bundoora and is Melbourne’s 
first radio station owned and operated by Indigenous 
Australians. Kool N Deadly provides a wide variety of 
content, creating a space for Indigenous artists to share 
their music, tell their stories and promote the importance 
of Indigenous heritage throughout society. 
Triple R, on 102.7 FM and based in Brunswick East, 
provides an eclectic mix of programming with a heavy 
focus on educational and cultural content, local music, 
and podcast-style interviews. It has more than 16,000 
subscribers and, with almost 800,000 monthly listeners, 
is one of Australia’s most widely heard community  
radio stations.
Delving into just a few of these local stations may be 
daunting for some readers but it ties back to being a 
‘broad church’ for all who feel their voices are not being 
heard. Community radio provides an opportunity not just 
to give back to the community but to tell your story, share 
your passion, and meet inspiring and creative locals 
you may never have had the chance to meet before. 
Perhaps Greg summarises it best for Eastsider News 
readers by saying: “Our radio station is grassroots but 
the possibilities, the possibilities are literally endless. Your 
imagination is the only thing restricting what you can do; 
get involved!”
If, as a local, you feel you’re not being heard and want 
people to take notice, why not consider volunteering 
for many of the local community stations in our area? 
Training is provided to those willing to share their time,  
be they young or old, inexperienced, or full of wisdom 
– the possibilities are as vast as the voices wanting to 
share them.

Going Radio Gaga 
– the importance of community radio in our local area
– Callum McNaught

Community batteries 
are coming
– David Strang

Lighter Footprints are hosting a Community Batteries 
event at the Marwal Centre, North Balwyn on 30 June. 
Yarra Energy Foundation’s Chris Wallan and Greg Hannan 
from Citipower/United Energy will talk about this new, 
no fuss, approach to energy storage that will provide 
benefits to the whole community including storage 
solutions for customers and network solutions that will 
help smooth the way to a higher level of clean energy in 
the grid. Most of us have heard of big batteries, with the 
Tesla big battery being the best known. Many are also 
aware of batteries in the home that allow homeowners 
with solar to store energy for use when the sun isn’t 
shining. However, there are new batteries coming soon. 
These are community batteries. 

Community batteries are a local solution
A community battery is a battery that is local to the 
community. Community batteries deliver benefits to the 
entire community, whether residents have solar panels 
or not. This is because they are placed in areas where 
the network needs upgrading or adjusting to maintain 
power reliability and quality. For example, for an older part 
of the network, there might be too much pressure on a 

transformer to accept the projected two-way flow of power.
They soak up any excess solar power and smooth the 
flow, improving power reliability and quality to customers. 
The alternative is to reinforce the network and to push 
the problem further up the chain. This is an expensive 
solution and results in additional costs for all customers. 
Community batteries are a win-win for customers and the 
grid. Community batteries operate in front of the meter. 
This means that they can readily provide network services 
in addition to providing storage. Community batteries are 
also larger batteries than home batteries and are better 
value for money on a storage per dollar basis. 
A community battery can be shared by eligible customers 
who generate solar energy during the day through 
panels on their rooftops. Customers can automatically 

store some of their excess or unused power in the 
community battery. They will then be able to draw down 
on that stored energy to meet demand later in the day. 
Each customer will pay for the services provided by 
the community battery. The level of fees will depend on 
the capacity purchased. The community battery will be 
owned and maintained meaning that customers will not 
have to outlay the costs of purchasing a behind-the-
meter battery.
Customers can also get the right size battery for their 
needs and, as its virtual, don’t need to find extra space  
in the garage to set the battery up. Being placed in 
front of the meter creates a number of issues that 
home batteries do not face. Examples of the additional 
complexity include:
•	 Customers using the battery are using the distribution 

network to pass power to and from the community 
battery. New distribution tariffs may be necessary;

•	 The connections between the network and the 
customers are complex and require smart management 
systems; and

•	 It will be necessary to work with a retailer to develop 
commercial retail tariffs that support the customers 
using the community battery.

These challenges are being addressed and it is likely that 
community batteries will be installed in various locations 
over the coming years.
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The official opening of the new Canterbury Tennis Club 
Pavilion occurred recently on a rainy Sunday afternoon. 
Primarily funded by the City of Boroondara, the pavilion 
was officially declared open by Cr Garry Thompson, 
Mayor of Boroondara and Maling Ward Councillor, 
Jane Addis. Canterbury Tennis Club thanks the City of 
Boroondara for its generosity in providing the club with 
the magnificent new pavilion, and for having the patience 
and forbearance to listen to our requests and frequently 
to accommodate them.
At the opening, well over a hundred members gathered 
from 5pm onwards to enjoy the woodfired pizzas 
and sausages from the barbie. Many more came and 
went throughout the day, some playing tennis, some 
supporting and socialising. Club life member, Chris 
Thomson, gave a wonderful speech outlining the history 
of the club dating back as far as 1896 – then with its 
two asphalt courts and small lean-to shed on the side of 
the footy/cricket clubhouse – onwards through to today, 
now with four artificial clay courts and the fantastic 
purpose-built modern pavilion. Chris acknowledged the 
work of many, including Stephen Liu, Richard Moore, 
Phil Jay, and the building sub-committee in planning, 
negotiating, fitting-out and working with council to see 
the project through.

Doncaster Camera Club is planning to run an exciting 
new Introductory Photography Course in September this 
year. After 12 months of Zoom meetings due to COVID 
restrictions, the Doncaster Camera Club has resumed 
face to face meetings in the Clubrooms at East Doncaster 
Baptist Church. The club has also resumed photographic 
outings with excursions to Frankston foreshore and The 
Royal Botanic Gardens. The meetings and contact via 

The builders worked through lockdown without adverse 
incident to complete the construction on time. Also 
sincerely thanked was Nima Roshan, club coach, who 
willingly acted as an on-court liaison between the club 
and builders. Before and after the pavilion opening were 
the finals of the Doubles Club Championships. Rain 
had halted play for a couple of hours, but none-the-less 
most matches were played. There was a real buzz as 
the evening continued and the finals of the Men’s and 
Women’s Open Doubles, and semis of the Mixed Doubles 
were played under the new LED floodlighting. The 
artificial clay surface came into its own and proved quite 
playable after the rain.

Zoom enabled the club to deliver a revised program over 
the last twelve months. But all members are now enjoying 
being able to meet face to face and socialise again. 
Doncaster Camera Club is pleased to report that 
members have recently been successful in local, National 
and International Competitions. The Doncaster Camera 
Club is for anyone interested in photography. It is the 
place for both novice and more advanced photographers 

alike to share the joy of photography.
Meetings are held on the third Friday of each 
month at 7.30 pm, with different themes and topics 
presented. Coming up in the next couple of months are 
photojournalism and portraits. New members are always 
welcome. The club runs a mentor system to assist new 
members with their photography and understand what 
the club has to offer. Wish you could take a better photo?

Canterbury Tennis Club, 2021 Doubles Club 
Championship Results:
•	 Mens Open A: Dom Lai/Chris Harrison def Martin 

Ip/Tyler Hankinson (8-5)
•	 Womens Open A: Bec Holliday/Mary-Jo Durrant 

def Natalie Dunphy/Meg Batrouney (8-2)
•	 Mixed Open A: Megan Batrouney/James Taylor  

def Phil Jay/Kate Rippon (8-3)
•	 Mixed 50+: Elaine Collyer/Glenn Collyer  

def James Hsueh/Soo Hee Hsueh (6-0)
•	 Mixed Open B: James Hsueh/Soo Hee Hsueh  

def Andrew Lane/Joanna Buckley (6-3)
•	 Boys 14U: Darcy Moloughney/Harry Carter  

def Oliver Henry/Will Elliott (6-2)
•	 Girls 14U: Joanna Shen/Amelia Nadarajah  

def Tahlia Zangalis Georgia Kynoch (6-1)
•	 Boys 18U: Samuel Bates/Luke Bass  

def Hayden Hsueh/Gerry Sheldon (6-4)
•	 Womens 50+: Meryl Johnson/Anne Morgan  

def Janet Atkinson/Gayle Morrison (6-2)

A family from Ballarat, 
Found a name to call their cat. 
A silly name it seemed to me. 
The name they chose was Timothy. 
When each cat went, a new one came 
And was called Timothy, the same. 
Timothy one was known to roam, 
He stayed out late one awful night, 
And blinded by the sandy blight 
Has not yet found his way back home.
Timothy two ended in the zoo, 
He ate so much he grew and grew. 
We knew he could easily beat us, 
And were afraid that he would eat us. 
Now in the zoo for all to see,
He’s part of a tiger family. 
Timothy three climbed his family tree, 
And he climbed up into an English town. 
He’s still in the air, with relatives there, 
And hasn’t yet found a way to get down. 

Timothy four won a grand trophy, 
From a Bendigo academy. 
And you wouldn’t really believe it, 
That when he went to receive it 
He was badly bitten by a flea. 
It smashed when he dropped it on the floor, 
Into a million pieces, maybe more. 
Oh! what a sight it was to see, 
A flea-bitten catastrophe! 

Timothy five married a cat name Sally. 
But the marriage ended, it didn’t survive, 
For nothing would keep that marriage alive 
When he found out he’d married an alley. 
Timothy six ate a computer mouse, 
He started clicking around the house, 
Not finding the app, he had to adapt. 
Ending when his whole scream was zapped, 
Now his poor brain is all out of joint, 
Because he clicked on a PowerPoint. 

Timothy seven got a tick and a flea. 
They were programmed to bite him regularly. 
A tick and a flea, a tick and a flea. 
And because the biting didn’t stop, 
He began to think he was a clock. 
A tick and a flea, a tick and a flea, 
Kept him ticking so constantly 
That he just ran out of breathe. 
The end: it ticked him to death. 

Timothy eight, a delightful drummer, 
Was drumming away all over summer. 
Though he was told not to go, 
Off he went up to the snow. 
And as the sad tale is told, 
His tail snapped off in the cold, 
He ended up a de-tailed drummer. 

Timothy nine is the last in line. 
When shifting to Melbourne at the time. 
They went on the train from Ballarat, 
And had no container for the cat. 
It was in a case they found some space 
To take him down to their new place.

 
The case was opened on the floor 
But they forgot to close the door. 
And in a bolt from out the blue 
The cat shot out, and then shot through. 
He was out the gate at a furious rate. 
This event caused them a lot of pain 
As they never saw that cat again. 
The Timothy cat parade ends this time, 
For number nine is the end of the line. 

New Canterbury Tennis Club Pavilion
– Meryl Johnson and Phil Jay

The Timothy Cat Parade (a nonsense poem)
–	Owen	Clark

Doncaster Camera Club
–	Pam	Rixon

Join the club by contacting us at doncastercameraclub@gmail.com or go to our website at www.doncastercameraclub.org.au
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Model aircraft were responsible for Marilyn Monroe’s 
discovery. “Nonsense” you say. “They’re just big boys’ 
toys”. That might seem the case, but history shows 
that aeromodellers are creative and often able to see 
possibilities that others don’t. As for Norma Jeanne, read 
on. We’ll get there in the end.
A good example of aeromodelling endeavour lies close 
to home. Take the exploits of Blackburn resident Anthony 
Mott. He’s pictured here with his own design and built 
radio-controlled plane, Tedium. Together they set a world 
record flight time for models with piston engines. Their 
feat was to achieve almost 30 hours of continuous flight. 
Not content with that, Anthony then set about a similar 
goal for electric powered models. The result was an 
Australian record flight time of just over 14 hours. 
The idea of radio control has been around almost since 
Marconi invented wireless telegraphy. In 1898, at an 

exhibition in Madison 
Square Garden, a 
43-year-old immigrant 
demonstrated a 
wireless remote-
controlled boat. 
Many dismissed the 
technology believing 
there were no practical 
applications for it. His 
name was Nikola Tesla. 
Name sound familiar?
Prior to WW2, 
aeromodelling was 
limited to flying 
tethered planes 
(control line) or free 

flight ones. Developments in the hobby concentrated 
on creating lighter and more efficient motors and large-
scale production of kit models. In the 1930s one of 
the manufacturing and retailing pioneers was Reginald 
Denny, a Californian actor, flyer and businessman. 
Denny had a prominent film career. It included roles in 
films like the Bulldog Drummond series and later Cat 
Ballou. However, aeromodelling became a dominant 
passion. Denny and his partners developed engines, 
designed models, and built a factory to produce kits. 
Towards the end of the 1930s, a number of modellers 
began dabbling with primitive forms of radio control. 
This was still the era of large batteries and valve radios 
so radio gear was very heavy. Nevertheless, Denny 
saw a commercial opportunity with a possible military 
use. His idea was to build a radio-controlled plane that 
could cheaply provide a practice target for anti-aircraft 
gunners. In 1938, he won a contract based on his 
Dennyplane. It was for 50 aircraft, at a cost of $600 each. 

Upsides…
The playground is helpfully located right by some 
covered tables, which make it great for those ‘touch and 
go’ wintry days, like the day we visited. When the rain 
inevitably hit, we retreated under cover for snacks. There 
is a decent amount of parking nearby – access is via 
Standard Avenue (off Elgar Road), which runs alongside 
the park. When you’ve had enough of the playground, 
take the kids for a walk around the lake (just hidden from 
view) to burn off some extra energy before the trip home. 
It’s short enough for small legs, and if you’re lucky there 
might be a few miniature boats on the water to watch too.

Downsides…
With the lake close by, you do need to watch young kids 
closely. And there’s no ready supply of coffee nearby. But 
really – that’s about it.

Caffeine…
Is a bit hard to come by. There is a café at Aqualink (you 
can walk around the lake to get there), but it’s a bit of a 

That initial success led to 
further military contracts 
and development of the 
Radioplane.
The US military designated 
Denny’s aircraft the RP5A 
or OQ3. Its wingspan was 
comparable to Mott’s 
Tedium and it was radio-
controlled. However, that’s 
about where the similarities 
ended. The RP5A weighed 
47kg compared to 
Tedium’s 5kg. Endurance 
was 1 hour 10 minutes, in 
contrast to Tedium’s almost 
30 hours. Importantly 
though, the military embraced the new technology. By 
1941 Denny’s factory was mass producing the RP5A 
‘drones’. Around 15,000 entered military service during 
WW2 and that attracted attention for other reasons.
In the US there was a military unit with a charter to 
produce training and propaganda films. It was mainly 
made up of professionals from the film industry. One of 
them was a friend of Denny’s, Captain Ronald Reagan.
In mid-1945, Reagan had an assignment to produce 
a film which would highlight women’s roles in the war 
effort. Unsurprising perhaps he organised a crew to visit 
his friend’s factory. One of the photographers spotted a 
young woman named Norma Jeane Dougherty. He took 
lots of pictures and encouraged her to become a model. 
She would later change her name to Marilyn Monroe – 
and you probably know the rest of that story.
To suggest model aircraft are just toys seriously 
underrates them. They’ve led to real contributions to our 
lives in ways we may not realise, and they’re good fun 
along the way. Sometimes the un-expected spin-offs are 
nice too.

trek with kids. You might have to pack the Thermos for 
this one. Or Uber Eats coffee to the park – it works, I’ve 
tried.

Worth the trip?
Definitely. And being so well serviced (barbecues, loos, 
and covered tables!) I’d add it to the list for your next 
group catch up too. Indeed, my girls had such a great 
time we subsequently organized two group barbecues 
and a birthday party there. Happy Playgrounding!

Lifestyle coach 
and broadcaster 

Jacinta Stiles McNena is a 
Business and Lifestyle Coach 
with over 20 years’ Corporate 
experience helping people thrive 
in every aspect of their lives and 
is in her 10th year as a community 
volunteer at Radio Station 3WBC 
94.1FM. Jacinta is a Presenter on 
Big Life Conversation, a lifestyle 

and entertainment show, every Monday 4.00-6.00pm. 

Achieving your goals in four simple steps
Jacinta says we’ve all heard stories about making grand 
New Year Resolutions that within a matter of days emerge 
as epic fails. Unfortunately, these intentions usually fizzle 
largely because they are fuelled by willpower alone. 
Willpower is the ability to resist short term temptations in 
the pursuit of long-term goals. Research on goal success 
consistently tells us that trying to resist temptations via 
willpower in the long term is draining and being mentally 
drained correlates directly with making less progress. 
She says when it comes to goals, we can set ourselves 
up for success by adopting the powerful combination 

of motivation, good habits, discipline, and a few helpful 
hacks to make the journey fun, satisfying and celebration 
worthy! The impact of motivation can be powerfully 
demonstrated through stories. 
The Ask Why Three times strategy is a simple and 
effective technique to get to the real reason you want the 
goal. A powerful example she heard went something like 
this:
Q: Why do you want to lose those kgs? A: To look and 

feel better
Q: And why else? A: So I can be fit enough to play sport 

with my kids?
Q: And why else? A: So I can live long enough to raise 

my children and be around when they get married and 
hopefully make me a Grandad. 

The emotion in that final answer captured the real 
motivation for this person who successfully went on to 
achieve his goal. 

Turbo charge your goal achievement 
with these four steps 
1. Connect Vision and Goal -Visualise how your goal will 

change your life and power it up with emotion. What 
will you be doing, thinking, and most importantly 
feeling when you have achieved your goal? Hold this 
vision clear in your mind and revisit it several times a 
day. If visualisation is not your thing, consider a Vision 

board with pictures that represent your vision and 
place it so you see it daily. 

2. Write down your goal as if it has already happened 
and always start with ‘I’ for personal ownership. Check 
that your goal is SMART ( Specific, Measurable, 
Achievable, Realistic and Timebound). When you 
reread the goal, connect to the image you created in 
step one, to boost its power. 

3. Write down the steps required to successfully 
complete the goal, starting with the very first step 
to start the process. If it’s a fitness goal, the first 
step might be to make sure you have the necessary 
equipment available. You need to sustain motivation 
over time so set yourself achievable milestones. 
Try using the 5% rule, to break your goal down into 
manageable chunks, and don’t forget to celebrate your 
progress. 

4. Enlist the support of a friend to help you stay 
motivated. This works particularly well if you have a 
similar goal like getting fit and rely on each other to go 
walking together.

These techniques effectively applied can have you 
celebrating your success in no time and provide the 
added benefit of building healthy lifelong habits. 
Jacinta Stiles McNena can be contacted at  
jacinta@jcmaconsult.com

Anthony Mott flew Tedium for 29 
hours 26 minutes 55 seconds

Reginal Denny with an early version of his Radioplane

Norma Jeane props up a drone

No ‘Plain Jan but ‘Plane Jeane’
– Laurie Baldwin

Playground spotlight: 
Surrey Dive

– Elizabeth Grace

It was a really cold day when we first discovered this 
playground, tucked into the park area behind Aqualink in 
Box Hill. We almost chickened-out, tempted instead to 
hibernate in the warmth of our lounge room. Thankfully, 
we persevered.

What’s there?
A medium-sized playground, centred around a wooden 
ship for endless games of pirates, or hide and seek. 
There is also a really tall slide (slightly nerve-wracking 
for little ones, and parents!), swings, and a slide/lookout 
contraption that my girls loved.
There are also a couple of barbecues there, and some 
public toilets too.
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In the next edition
The deadline for articles for the next edition of Eastsider 
News is 25 July, with the edition due to go online early 
August. The popularity of Eastsider News has expanded 
significantly, and we cannot accommodate all the 
submitted articles. We try to maintain diversity and give 
priority to those which are time relevant. So make sure 
you submit your article as soon as possible. We intend 
to feature local community gardens in the next edition 
of Eastsider News. If you are involved in community 
gardens and have a story to tell, contact us at infor@
eastsidernews.org.au by 25 July

Have you got something to say?
Articles for Eastsider News come through word-of-mouth 
contacts from a variety of personal and community 
networks. They are flowing in also from amongst the 
hundreds of new subscribers and the thousands of 
people who have clicked on the website. These networks 
are evolving and expanding rapidly. If you are reading 
this, then you are part of that evolution, and therefore 
invited to submit your news, stories, ideas, photos, 
Letters to the Editors, and advertisements for the next 
and subsequent editions. 
Email to info@eastsidernews.org.au 

The guidelines for writing for Eastsider News are: 
• Length and quality: ranging from 400-900 words, occasionally longer, but always well written, and concise 
• Relevance: local public interest, but sometimes with a broader context 
• Style: personal, but varied – story, humour, technical, creative, cartoons, etc 
• Evidence-based: transparency about whether it is factual or opinion 
• Language: can be expressive, but respectful and non-defamatory, with a focus on information, ideas, or issues, 
• Text: to be submitted as an unformatted Word document by email 
• Photos and graphics: to be submitted as stand-alone 300dpi resolution jpegs by email info@eastsidernews.org.au 
• Author’s information: name and suburb for publication, an email address for follow-up but not publication. An author’s 

headshot and short bio is optional 
• The Editors will usually accept material as written, but may make minor changes to improve clarity, readability, or focus. 

The	types	of	articles	are	expected	to	include: 
• General interest: local environment, planning and development, social issues, health, etc 
• Local activity centres and organisations: community centres, schools, churches, social groups, sports clubs, business, 

service clubs, universities, etc 
• Socio-demographic groups: eg ethnic, age, ability, household types, etc 
• Council business: Boroondara and Whitehorse ward reports, consultations, etc 
• Personalities: interviews with interesting ‘ordinary’ people, and related events 
• Culture, hobbies: art, music, recipes, eating out – and more. 
We publish a new edition online every two months but, to stay accurate and relevant, online versions may be 
added to and updated more frequently. We are planning to do a limited print edition for community distribution 
twice a year, when funds become available www.eastsidernews.org.au

EastsiderNews

EastsiderNews

EastsiderNews Guidelines for writing articles

Page 6 Quizling Answers
1. Race/dash
2. St/ring, st/ash, st/ripe,st/ratify, st/itching, St/Eve,  

St/Ella, St/ride, St/roll

  Film review

Can Art Stop a Bullet? 
– the Big Picture
– Rhys Cavallin

Can art stop a bullet? William Kelly, the star and prime 
focus of this film of the same name, certainly thinks so. 
In that sense, Can Art Stop a Bullet, William Kelly’s Big 
Picture is simultaneously a documentary and thesis on 
the relationship between artistic expression and conflict. 
Director Mark Street’s chronicle takes the viewer through a 
history of humanity’s worst excesses and most depraved 
acts of violence, all executed through the prism of the 
artwork central to the film, the so-called Big Picture.
The Big Picture itself is a compilation of pieces by Kelly, 
seamlessly tied together onto a 12.6m x 1.65m roll, which 
was displayed as a wall hanging at the State Library 
of Victoria in 2016. It features a series of references to 
historical events of war and violence, and this film is an 
account of its making.
Kelly travels around the world looking for inspiration, 
interviewing a handful of social activists, academics, and 
artists who in some way have contributed to his thinking 
and expression. At the start of the film the roll is blank, 
but as each segment is concluded the specific artwork to 
which it pertains is superimposed over the canvas, akin 
to the gradual piecing together of a jigsaw puzzle. The 
film is an intriguing journey through the history of violence 
and a study of the human condition.

It is clear from the get-go that Kelly and his collaborators 
interpret the role of an artist as indivisible from that of an 
activist. In his view, an artist simply shows the world ‘as 
it is’, and in the case of the conflicts explored in this film, 
that reality is exceptionally cruel and bleak. 
On one level, the viewer can think of this as an inherent 
shock value, clearly seen in grotesque imagery such 
as that of photographer Nick Ut’s ‘napalm girl’, which 
appears in the film and makes you want to turn away 
in horror. Kelly views this shock value as subsidiary to 
a greater concept – the idea that good art can scratch 
away at the veneer of cognitive dissonance, eroding 
at the misconceptions, perceived differences and 
falsehoods that spark conflict in the first place.
For the most part the film remains accessible to viewers 
far removed from the sphere of art theory, exploring far 
greater questions of human nature. It is that core ability 
of artists to show the world ‘as it is’ that in Kelly’s eyes 
cements their duty as proponents of peace. It is also, he 
says, the reason that war-machine governments often 
feel threatened by artists, which is another key theme of 
his works. This is the power of art that Kelly frequently 
references in the film – to serve as a philosophical 
bulwark, or even an inoculation, to bloodshed.

You can be forgiven for thinking, at first glance, that some 
of the film’s contributors delve into the esoteric at times. 
This is not necessarily the case, and for the most part the 
film remains accessible to viewers far removed from the 
sphere of art theory, or even any knowledge of Kelly or his 
portfolio. It explores far greater questions of human nature.
As Halina Wagowska, an Australian survivor of the 
Holocaust, poignantly says: without access to art, people 
often become brutalised and savage. She illustrates 
this from the perspective of her own experience in a 
concentration camp. Can Art Stop a Bullet. Whether you 
agree with Kelly or not on the titular question, it is worth 
seeing to get you thinking on the topic.
Can Art Stop a Bullet? William Kelly’s Big Picture 
is screening in various locations across Australia and 
internationally. See https://www.kellysbigpicture.com/ for 
details. A book of the movie is available at https://www.
kellysbigpicture.com/shop This abridged article is based 
on a review by Rhys Cavallin was originally published in 
the Daily Review. See https://dailyreview.com.au/review-
can-art-stop-a-bullet/

Silver linings
– Elizabeth Grace

Something has changed in our local ‘hood,
It’s just not quite the same.
Neighbours all stop and say hello,
And call each other by name.
Through exigent times, uncertainty high,
With hardships and challenges rife.
Our sense of the greater good renewed, 
Our community brought back to life.
We’d never wish for these times again,
The suffering has been so great.
But silver linings, at least were found,
In new connections, neighbours, mates.

Being creative 
during lockdowns
– Pamela Mills

Box Hill South Neighbourhood House knitting group have 
been involved in a wonderful community project since 
last year’s COVID lockdown. Although unable to meet 
face to face, the group continued to meet on Zoom at 
their regular Monday time, and turned their collective 
attention to doing something productive for others in 
the community. The group decided on a project that 
focused on providing warm knitted blankets to charity, 
and throughout the year the group laboured away happily 
making knitted squares. A total of 12 wonderfully warm 
blankets were produced.
The blankets were presented to the Generosity Collective 
on the 10 May this year during Neighbourhood House 
week. Natalie Dymond and Elise Stevens (the co-
founders of the collective) came to the Neighbourhood 
House to meet with the group. They presented an 
overview of their organisation which provides essential 

clothing and items to those facing hardship, while 
focusing on supporting a circular economy. It was 
wonderful for the Neighbourhood House to be able to 
support this initiative and make this connection with the 
group. “What a talented group of amazing women you all 
are! We were so taken aback by the beautiful rugs and 
scarves. We know they are going to go a long way to 
keeping people warm this winter”, Natalie said.
If you would like more information about 
supporting the collective, contact them on www.
thegenerositycollective.org.au For more information 
about Box Hill South Neighbourhood House,  
contact us at www.bhsnh.org.au
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