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At Eastsider News we are over the moon at the wonderful 
response to the first edition of our free local newspaper. 
You have told us loud and clear that you support our 
vision for a locally based newspaper that tells the stories 
of our community. We plan to bring out a new edition 
every two months, with regular updates on our website 
www.eastsidernews.org.au 

Our first edition included many different aspects of life in 
Boroondara, Whitehorse, and the surrounding areas. The 
spread of topics reflects the talent and generosity of our 
contributors, and the faith of our advertisers in supporting 
us. Thank you to all the people who registered as 
subscribers on our website and to the generous donors 
who will help us cover our costs.  

In this edition, we turn our attention to the upcoming local 
government elections. Voting is compulsory, but have 
you asked yourself why you should bother to vote in the 
upcoming local council elections? Do you believe that 
you know enough about the candidates and that your 
vote can make a difference? Or do you think that, as long 
as your rubbish gets taken away and your road repaired, 
it doesn’t matter who your local councillor is? 

As your local newspaper, we see it as part of our 
responsibility to help keep our community informed 
on matters that affect their daily lives. We believe the 
decisions and actions of our local councils influence 
many aspects of the way we live. 

Councils manage huge budgets, supply many essential 
services, and have access to considerable authority. They 
choose to pursue a range of priorities that should reflect 
the priorities of the residents rather than the personal 
agenda of any particular councillor. The capacity of the 
people we elect to represent us will determine the quality 
of the many decisions and actions taken by Council in 
our name.  

Informed voting is important
We at Eastsider News want to reinforce the importance 
of your vote, and the need to make a considered choice. 
We are independent and non-partisan, and do not 
promote individual candidates. We value democracy at 
the municipal level of government and believe that every 
vote matters. The more informed that vote is, the more it 
contributes to good governance and decision making by 
our local councils. 

We know it is sometimes difficult to get information on 
candidates, and we decided to do our best to fill that 
gap. We invited the 58 candidates standing for election 
in Boroondara and the 47 in Whitehorse to tell electors 
about themselves and why we should vote for them.  
Each candidate was asked to say, in 100 words, their 
reasons for standing, what issues were particularly 
important to them and what they would do to make a 
difference. While that is not a lot of words, it does tend  
to focus the mind on what is really important. Check out 
the responses we received on pages 6-9. 

We encourage you to talk to your local candidates and 
question them about the things that matter to you. 
Once elected, councillors have considerable authority 
over a wide range of matters including the nature and 
quality of services provided, the protection of our local 
environment, support for local business, the provision of 
local travel and other infrastructure. Ask them how they 
will consult with the people they represent and keep you 
informed of council activities. Question them about their 
attitude to things that are important to you. Councillors 
are also in a strong position to advocate for change to 
State and Federal Government policies and programs.

And as a complement to serious election material, our 
second edition contains lots of things to satisfy both 

body and mind, thanks to all our brilliant correspondents. 
Maximillian von Schnauzer, who has already developed 
a following, continues his adventures. That magnificent 
Chinese cookery teacher, Elizabeth Chong has shared 
her recipe for spring rolls. And something to tease the 
brain cells: the cruciverbalist extraordinaire David Astle 
has kindly allowed us to publish several of his marvellous 
word puzzles. And look out for children’s author Corinne 
Fenton’s article on page 2.

We welcome hearing from our readers and supporters, 
especially if you have skills and expertise to volunteer, 
want to write an article, or advertise, make a donation, 
or share a joke with us. We can be reached by email at 
info@eastsidernews.org.au

Boroondara  
Seniors Festival
ONLINE GALA CONCERT 
3.00pm Thursday 15 October 2020

Just when we thought it might not be possible to have this annual celebration,  
technology came to the rescue. In a real treat of hilarity and joy, celebrating the  
seniors in our community will be an amazing line-up too good to miss:  
Frank Woodley, Vika & Linda, and Continental Drift Quartet. The renowned  
comedian Frank Woodley (previously of Lano and Woodley), will lead us through an hour of musical indulgence and 
community-focused shenanigans. The entertainment continues with Melbourne’s much-loved singing sisters, Vika & Linda. 
Bringing the rich and varied musical traditions of Continental Café music to your door is the Continental Drift Quartet. 

The concert can also be streamed on demand for a limited time or a free DVD of the performance can be sent 
to your home. To watch the concert simply visit www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/seniors-festival-2020.  
For more information, to register for a reminder in your inbox, or to request a free DVD visit www.boroondara.
vic.gov.au/seniors-festival-2020 or call Shingayi Banda on 9278 4777.

Council elections are here!

IN THIS EDITION 
The first edition included a diversity of stories 
about local people and their activities and was 
supported by our inaugural local advertisers. 
The response has been very encouraging, with 
the number of website views and free subscription 
signup increasing daily. So, here is edition 2,  
the October edition, and look inside to see:

• Council elections information
• the Sensory Garden
• community group activities
• a 100th birthday celebration
• Maximillian the dog continues walking

…and much, much more

Submissions for the third edition of Eastsider 
News are due by 20 November, and that edition 
will be online early December. See guidelines for 
submissions on page 16.

Tunnels and lights – COVID-19 and beyond
For many people, the last six months has been tough. 
Amidst daily blanket media coverage of COVID-19 
and the fast changing situation, both locally and 
internationally, Eastsider News does not attempt to 
provide any definitive further information but clearly 
recognises the extent of the health, economic, and 
social well-being aspects of the crisis. 

What is ‘normal’’? In this edition the articles are mostly 
optimistic about the challenges of developing a new 
’normal’ beyond the immediate crisis.

Keeping a sense of humour is a great antidote for trying 
circumstances. We think there is light at the end of the 
tunnel and we can confidently walk towards it. It is not a 
train coming in the other direction! 

So, keep listening and watching the daily media for 
COVID-19 updates, go to https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.
au/coronavirus for the latest details and, while you are 
patiently waiting, perhaps write something for the next 
Eastsider News

http://www.eastsidernews.org.au
http://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/seniors-festival-2020
http://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/seniors-festival-2020
http://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/seniors-festival-2020
tel:0392784777
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
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Fake news has been around probably forever but, 
in today’s world, it has taken on an intensity and a 
pervasiveness as never before. It is used by governments, 
institutions, and ordinary people to further their own 
particular insular agendas at the expense of objective 
facts. The truth is meant to set people free, not enslave 
them to dark, manipulative ideological world views where 
they cannot think and act freely for themselves. Many 
have lost confidence in the mass media news system 
because of this insidious ‘fake news’ culture.

At Eastsider News we hope to restore some of this lost 
confidence. A few people on their own can rarely change 
the world but they can, nevertheless, help bring about 
meaningful change by doing something positive and 

Credits and contacts
The idea of a contemporary local newspaper which has evolved into 
Independent Community News Group Incorporated and ‘Eastsider News’ 
began with a small group: Michael Hassett, Allan Havelock, Joy Mettam, 
Anne Young, John Malvestuto, and Bill Chandler. From this beginning, an 
increasing network of more than 30 other people have taken an interest in 
being involved in its ongoing development. Others are welcome to join in. 

The current compilers and Editors are: Allan Havelock, Joy Mettam, Anne 
Young, John Malvestuto, and Bill Chandler. 

The primary contact point for Independent Community News Group 
Incorporated and Eastsider News is info@eastsidernews.org.au The 
website is www.eastsidernews.org.au 

Disclaimers
‘Eastsider News’ is a means by which people in the Whitehorse, Boroondara and adjacent areas can share their 
knowledge and their views. The diversity of interests and views reflects the diversity of people in the area and 
is encouraged, but the views expressed in ‘Eastsider News’ do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editors, 
Independent Community News Group Incorporated, or any other organisation. 

Copyright © 2020. Copyright rests equally with the named authors and Independent Community News Group 
Incorporated. 

All rights are reserved but, consistent with the community spirit of the venture, a Commons approach to 
reproducing material is taken on the understanding that it is accompanied by an attribution which refers to both 
‘Eastsider News’ and the author, with a copy of the reproduction sent to info@eastsidernews.org.au 

Responsibility for material related to elections is taken by named authors and Independent Community News 
Group Incorporated.

Acknowledgement of Country

Independent Community News Group Incorpo-
rated acknowledges the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung 
people of the Kulin Nation, Traditional Owners and 
Custodians of the land and waters of the Eastsider 
News focus area, and pays respect to their Elders 
past, present, and emerging.

In our first edition of Eastsider News, the front page lead 
headline was: “Newspapers are dead!” It was, of course, 
the long standing newspaper technique of stating the 
opposite of something in a headline so as to capture 
people’s attention and then going on to report or explain 
the actual truth in the body of the article. This is, however, 
not what is popularly known today as “fake news”, 
because the true news is contained in what follows the 
headline. Fake news contains falsehoods throughout the 
entire report or article. 

proactive. Eastsider News offers local people the space 
to contribute to that change – to be part of the evolution 
of a better world – by speaking the truth through robust, 
respectful, and honest exchanges of views and opinions. 

Eastsider News has stated that it takes a non-partisan 
political stance. Obviously, that doesn’t mean that 
political issues are not reported or commented on. We 
welcome input from along the political spectrum, but not 
at the expense of one view over another. A feature of this 
second issue is devoted to providing our Boroondara and 
Whitehorse Councils candidates the opportunity to tell us 
what they can offer us in the forthcoming local elections. 
Many responded to our invitation and we are glad that 
Eastsider News is able to make this valuable contribution 
because the opportunities to find out about them have 
been extremely limited by the COVID-19 restrictions and 
the demise of the former local press in our area. 

We hope you enjoy all the real news we have to offer  
in this edition, and we welcome any feedback as well  
as contributions (news, articles, letters, photos) for  
future editions.

Eastsider News 
Readership Area

Greater Melbourne

From the Editors

EastsiderNews

Children’s books 
and Lockdown
– Corrine Fenton

One of my earliest memories is sitting on my parents’ lap 
sharing a story. I remember their voices, the anticipation 
of the turning page, and that question – what’s going to 
happen next? I remember a visit with my then 12 week 
old grandson, and sharing a number of books with him. 
Yes, I’d read to him on other visits, but on this visit he 
was really looking and listening, drinking in the words 
and the illustrations, watching as I turned the pages...and 
reaching out to touch them.

In today’s electronic world there is so much on offer for 
children – TV’s, laptops, smart phones, all sorts of tablets 
– and while some of these have opened up wonderful 
opportunities for learning and reading, I believe they are 
no comparison to the real book. As a children’s author, I 
am privileged to visit schools, sharing my stories and their 
creation with children, teachers, and sometimes parents. 

The value of reading is unquestionable, and I often say to 
students, if they have a love of books and reading, they 
will never be lonely. Apart from being able to read, the 
sharing of books with your children and grandchildren 
doesn’t require a degree in children’s literature or any 
other qualification. It’s that gift of time spent with them, 
sharing the story and experience together that is the 
important thing. The warmth of them on your lap, or 
cuddled up close and getting lost in a story of someone 
else’s life, the story of an animal, or the intrigue of an 
adventure, is what’s important. And when they learn to 
read and share that with you, not only with their ‘take-
home reader’ but with books they love, it’s a treasured 
moment for them and for you.

During our first lockdown it was heart-warming to see 
children on bikes and scooters, writing and drawing with 

chalk on the footpaths and spending time doing things 
as a family – including walking together, making jig-saw 
puzzles and playing games like Scrabble, Squatter, and 
Snakes and Ladders.

Sharing a chapter out loud
Sharing a chapter a night of a new novel, read out loud, 
is something special to look forward to, and the sharing 
of picture books can never be over-stated. While there 
are some picture books particularly for babies and young 
children, there are also many which can be enjoyed 
equally by children of all ages and adults. I tend to write 
social history picture books, often true stories and usually 
about an animal. Subjects like our pioneers, expansion 
of Australia’s railways, animals in zoos, are all included in 
picture books. Children can then find more information 
on these subjects in information books in school libraries 
and local libraries, or on the internet. 

As we begin to step out of this unparalleled period of 
our lives, and with the weather becoming warmer, the 
opportunity is there to keep those old-fashioned games 
and activities going and to perhaps share reading together 
on a bench in a park or under a tree in the backyard.

Corinne is a children’s 
author who lives locally.  
Her latest picture book 
is To the Bridge, the 
true story of Lennie 
Gwyther and his pony 
Ginger Mick who, in 
February 1932, when 
they were both nine 
years old, rode six 

hundred miles from Leongatha to Sydney to see 
the opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge. It has 
been beautifully illustrated by Andrew McLean and 
published by Walker Books Australia. Her website is  
https://corinnefenton.com/ 

mailto:info@eastsidernews.org.au
http://www.eastsidernews.org.au
mailto:info@eastsidernews.org.au
https://corinnefenton.com/
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We send our congratulations to Keith 
Rutledge who celebrated his 100th birthday 
on 30 September. Born in Albury in 1920 and a 
long-term resident of Ringwood, Keith has led 
a life marked by service to his community, love 
of family and been part of enormous change.

Much of his childhood and early adult life was spent 
in country Victoria. Educated mostly in Echuca, he 
attended the local primary school, high school and then 
the Echuca Technical School where he studied electrical 
fitting. His first job was as a grocery assistant with FT 
Bullock Pty Ltd moving from their local store in Echuca to 
Hamilton, Terang, Colac and back to Echuca. 

Keith enlisted in the Australian Army in 1941 and worked 
for much of the next four years in Northern Australia 
maintaining and repairing military transports. After 
redeployment to Watsonia he upgraded qualifications and 
was sent to help contain the 1944 Gippsland bushfires. 
Keith embarked on the troopship ‘Tarooma’ for Papua 
New Guinea working alongside US troops, transferring 
petrol from tanker ships to on shore tanks, and frequently 
under fire from Japanese bombers. It was the actions of 
an American serviceman who decided to check the level 
of petrol in a tank by lighting a match that gave Keith his 
favourite story of this time.

A borrowed wedding dress  
and an army uniform
In December 1943, Keith and Evelyn Daisy Blood were 
married, she in a borrowed wedding dress, he in his army 
uniform. Their son John was born in February 1945 and 
daughter Wendy was born in April 1947. Evelyn died in 
May 2003, just short of their 60th wedding anniversary.

After his discharge in December 1945, Keith resumed 
employment with Bullocks Grocery, living in Surrey Hills 
at Evelyn’s family home. He then moved to Sinclair’s 
in Ringwood in the old Blood Brothers Store and 
subsequently, became a sales representative for Cottees 
and later Mevra. 

In 1952, the family set up a new home in Ringwood. 
Many happy evenings were spent sitting around the 
kitchen table listening to the wireless, playing cards, 
chatting and doing craft. Fruit and vegetable gardening 
were part of life.

Community has always been important to Keith. He and 
his family became part of the support network that grew 
up around the Ringwood neighbourhood. New concrete 
paths were constructed using a jointly purchased 

concrete mixer. A soon to be bulldozed citrus orchard 
provided lemon trees for the neighbourhood. Families 
met together in each other’s homes for social evenings 
such as square dancing supper provided by the well 
tested ‘bring a plate’ habit. 

This love of community saw Keith become a founding 
member and energetic participant in many local 
organisations. He was active in fundraising for the 
Ringwood Police and Citizens Youth Club and helped 
construct their hall. In the early days of the Ringwood 
Women’s Amateur Athletics Club, he transported 
members to competitions. His involvement in Heathmont 
Bowls Club as a player and committee member has 
earned him a life membership. He is a member of the 
Ringwood RSL and spent many Fridays lunching with 
others in the Clock Tower Club. Neighbourhood Watch 
has also benefited from Keith’s contribution.

Keith has seen many changes
In the 68 years he has lived in Ringwood, Keith has seen 
many changes. The dirt and gravel roads, paid for by 
householders, have been replaced. The dunny in the 
back yard has disappeared with sewerage connection in 
the1960s. Corbett’s orchard where apple stealing children 
evaded the salt pellets of Mr Corbett’s air gun is now the 
site of Aquinas College. 

Much of the native bushland has been tamed or built 
over. Jubilee Park as we know it with its many sporting 
facilities was originally bush and then the local tip. The 
strip shopping centre along Whitehorse Road with 
butchers, green grocers, grocery stores, delicatessen  
and fish and chips shop gave way to Eastland. Old 
landmarks like the Clock Tower, the magnificent Town 
Hall, large eucalypt trees, cool stores for apples, and 
depots for coal and potatoes have been shifted or 
demolished to make way for car parks, wider roads, and 
large shopping centres. No longer are there telephone 
boxes on street corners.

Congratulations, Keith for reaching this significant 
milestone and thank you for the contributions you have 
made to your family, local community, and Australia. We 
trust you enjoyed your special day; you have deserved it.

COVID or no  
– the show goes on
– Michael Hassett and Don Fraser

The COVID-19 pandemic has hit the music and 
entertainment sector hard. But the Victorian Folk Music 
Club (VFMC) has found a way to keep operating and, in 
some ways, is doing better than ever.

Based in Ringwood East, the VFMC was founded in 1959 
and is the longest running folk music club in Victoria. As 
the name suggests, the club seeks to preserve Australian 
folk lore and folk music as well as poetry and dance. 
Monthly concerts are held featuring performances by 
established artists and bands. The concerts also provide 
an opportunity for aspiring performers of all ages to gain 
experience through ‘open mic’ or ‘spot act’ segments at 
each concert. 

Monthly bush dances and children’s’ dances are also 
held, with music provided by local bush bands or the 
club’s own ‘Billabong Band’. In between monthly events, 
the club runs weekly sessions in a round-robin format 
where people of all abilities can perform solo or together 
with others.

Reviving Australian folk songs
The roots of the VFMC lie in the formation of the original 
Bushwackers’ Band in Melbourne in 1955, which 
appeared with great success in the second production 
of the play “Reedy River”. After a change of name to the 
Billabong Band, the band built up a keen audience of fans 
around Melbourne and began to hold regular monthly 
‘Singabouts’ to cater for them. Band members along with 
some of their most enthusiastic followers launched the 
Victorian Bush Music Club in June, 1959. The Club had 
the aim of reviving Australian folk songs and restoring 
them to their former popularity, and undertook to assist 

in, and to encourage, the composing of new songs, 
contemporary in subject and traditional in style.

1963 saw the first big Moomba folk concert, at which 
VFMC members provided the bulk of the program. 
Following closely on this was a most successful 
weeklong folk festival in conjunction with the Folklore 
Society of Victoria and the Council for Adult Education. 
A change of name to the Victorian Folk Music Club was 
made to emphasise that the Club’s interests included 
urban and contemporary songs.

This tradition continues although the club also embraces 
Anglo-Celtic music as well as some traditional music 
of America and Europe, and also seeks to develop 
connections with Australian indigenous music.

With the Coronavirus restrictions, the club has had to 
suspend all live functions and migrate to the virtual world 
of on-line concerts and virtual dances. It has been a 

rapid learning exercise but the popularity of the on-line 
concerts is rising. Our September concert featuring folk 
musicians Dave Alleway and Di Gaylard attracted an 
audience of more than sixty, while the weekly session 
nights regularly attract in excess of forty. 

To find out more, visit the club’s website at  
www.vfmc.org.au

Happy 100th 
Birthday, Keith

http://www.vfmc.org.au
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Hi, my four-legged friends. I’m back with another walk to 
ease any lockdown boredom. Hoping you’re still high up 
on that 1-10 scale of wagginess and enjoying the spring 
weather. Today’s walk is Canterbury Station to Riversdale 
Station. Starting at the Canterbury Station carpark, walk 
into the gardens heading towards the city end. You’ll 
come out near the Baby Health Centre. Diagonally across 
the road is Chaucer Reserve. In you go and unleash!! 
Sitting heavily, as discussed on our last walk, if not 
immediately freed.

Sniff your way along the tree lined path between the 
houses. At the railway bridge, under you go and with 
a quick dog-leg, (haha), to the right, then left, the path 
continues and you’re free to roam. Keep a lookout for 
Maggie on your right. She’s a Border Collie with a special 
face hole in her fence for chats.

When you arrive at Matlock Street, explore the ‘Sullivans’ 
playground. It’s snack time! I wondered about the name. 
A bit further on, Mum explained to Dad, “This is the 
house that was in a popular television series called “The 
Sullivans.” Your leash-holders might remember it. Me? I 
prefer Bluey. 

Turn right onto Matlock Street, past the Camberwell 
Hockey Club, and then left onto the Anniversary Trail. 
Careful. Pesky cyclists. Keep left, resisting those 
good smells to the right. I wondered why it’s called 
the Anniversary Trail. Whose birthday? Will there be 
cake? Then I overheard Dad, the historian, telling Mum, 

“The trail follows the old steam train Outer Circle Line 
that opened in 1891.” OK, thinks I, so where does the 
Anniversary bit and the cake come in. “Parts of the trail 
were opened 100 years later in 199…so…Anniversary.” 
This probably explains all the white picket station-like 
fences and pretend level crossing signs. Alas, no cake.

You come out onto Prospect Hill Road. (Oops, the 
historian is back, telling Mum that it was probably named 
because of its excellent view of the city.) Turn left, yes, 
left, and walk up alongside Camberwell High until you’re 
almost at the red letterbox. Turn into the lane that runs 
through the school, following it until you reach the park.

And now for the highlight, but only if the schools are 
back. The gate is open and you’re in! Quick, before the 
two-leggeds realise. It’s major snack time. They may 
chase and call, but we’re on a mission. (My mate Zim is 
an expert at capture-free snacking.)

Follow your nose across the park to the Riversdale Road 
level crossing. Over the tracks and turn right to the station 
for water and a rest. Oh, and yes, coffee. It seems there 

always has to be coffee. Friendly Cameron has converted 
the station waiting room into the “Platform 1 Café”.

Revived, trot back along this side of the railway to 
Prospect Hill Road. Downhill and you’re soon back 
turning left into the Anniversary Trail, dodging zippy 
cyclists. At the end of the hockey ground, right onto 
Maling Road, then 50 metres on and you’re again at the 
Sullivan’s playground hopeful of a quick snack.

Finally, it’s back the way you came, checking for any 
good smells you might have missed. Oh, and a wag for 
Maggie. Hope to see you on the trail.

Max.

PawNotes:
•	 I’ve been asked why I call them snacks rather 

than treats. To me ‘treats’ are basically bribes 
eg “Treats, if you stop barking at possums and 
come inside”. Whereas ‘snacks’ are wondrous 
serendipitous finds at playgrounds, school 
grounds, under cafe tables.

•	 I’ve also been asked how I manage the keyboard. 
Luckily Mum is happy to take dictation.

Whitehorse study 
support program
Now Online due to COVID-19. This is a free tutoring 
service run by Council’s Youth Services and the 
Box Hill Library, to assist young people who may be 
having difficulty with their education. 

• When: Thursdays during the school term: 4pm – 6pm

• For who: Young People aged 12 – 25 – all are 
welcome! 

• With: A Whitehorse Youth Worker and Tutor!

• What: Subjects include maths, English and science.

Sessions will be in 20 minute time slots, using Zoom.  
For further information/to book, contact Youth 
Participation Officer, Jacqueline Piper jacqueline.
piper@whitehorse.vic.gov.au or phone 0408 356 997.

Waiting for 
the vaccine?
In the meantime, 
have a laugh… 

With a Spring Racing  
Carnival like no other  
approaching us, thanks to  
Peter Peter for providing this  
apocryphal story.

A punter was at the races playing the ponies and all 
but losing his shirt when he noticed a priest step 

onto the track and bless one of the horses lining 
up for the fourth race. Lo and behold the horse 
won. He did the same on the next race, and the 
next one. All afternoon, the punter saw the priest 

blessing the winners. Before the last the race, 
the priest blessed an old nag that was 100-1, but 
this time he blessed its eyes, its hooves, and even 
sprayed holy water over it.

The punter made a quick dash to the ATM, 
withdrew all his savings, and bet every cent he 
had on the old nag. He watched dumbfounded 

as the old nag pulled up and couldn’t even finish 
the race. In a state of shock, he went to the priest 
and demanded, “Father what happened? All day 
long you blessed the horses and they all won, then 

in the last race the horse you blessed never even had a 
chance. Now, thanks to you, I’ve lost every cent of my 
savings.” The priest nodded wisely and with sympathy 
said, “You’re not Catholic are you my son. “No, I’m an 
atheist’’, said the punter. “There you are then”, said the 
priest, “you couldn’t tell the difference between a blessing 
and the last rites. 

My favourite walks 
– Maximillian von Schnauzer

People in Regional Victoria understand the plight 
of Melbourne people in lockdown. They offer their 
best wishes, and a bit of humour. Thanks Meeniyan 
Newsletter for this item. 

Parallel lines have much in common.  
With social distancing the order of the day, 
what is something they can never do? 

Answer on back page

mailto:jacqueline.piper@whitehorse.vic.gov.au
mailto:jacqueline.piper@whitehorse.vic.gov.au
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High quality and informed  
candidates encouraged
To ensure that candidates are well informed, before 
standing they were required to undertake mandatory 
candidate training, even if they have been a Councillor 
before, or are currently a Councillor. The new Local 
Government legislation also emphasises importance of 
integrity, transparency, and accountability, and includes 
a new code of conduct. It requires more efficient, fair, 
and transparent appointment of CEOs, with remuneration 
policies in line with State government standards. There is 
however, no explicit requirement to be transparent about 
the role of party politics in local government, despite the 
obvious connections. Many voters have expressed a wish 
to know about party affiliations, so Eastsider  
News has put this question to Candidates.

Working with communities
Under the Victorian Local Government Act 2020, councils 
are required to work with their communities to develop 
long-term visions, four-year council plans and budgets, 

and 10-year financial and asset plans, There is an 
expectation that Mayors will lead discussions with the 
community on these plans and report back on progress 
each year. Councils will need to ensure they have a clear 
process for engaging communities and giving them 
the opportunity to shape big decisions. The Act seeks 
to reduce prescriptive regulation, putting the focus on 
providing improved service delivery and sustainability, with 
more scope for councils to innovate and work with other 
councils, government agencies, community organisations, 
and the private sector.

Who can vote?
Only residents of a council area will be enrolled to vote 
from 2024. Property owners who don’t live in a council 
area can still vote in the 2020 elections but must opt in to 
vote after this election. There is considerable difference 
of opinion about whether single councillor wards or 
multi-councillor wards are the most democratic. The 
State Government decided that single councillor wards 
would apply to our area. This results in no change in 
Boroondara, but a major change in Whitehorse and many 

other councils which have successfully operated with 
multi-councillor wards.

There is also considerable difference of opinion about 
how a greater diversity of councillors can be achieved 
to reflect the diversity of the population. There was a 
particular concern that the challenges of COVID-19 may 
result in less women nominating. However in Whitehorse 
and Boroondara there is a considerable diversity of 
candidates to choose from.

How do you pick a dummy candidate?
For some years, a frustration for voters has been the 
difficulty of judging whether a candidate is a serious 
contender or just a ‘dummy’ or ‘stooge’, whose aim 
is to attract first preference votes and them assist 
other candidates by recommending them as second 
preference. The voting packs you receive through the 
mail include voting forms and 300-word statements from 
the candidates in your ward. The packs will not include 
candidates’ how-to-vote cards, however they are free 
to strike preference deals among themselves. They are 
allowed to conduct their own postal and social media 
campaigns to direct voters on how to allocate preferences. 

Some tell-tale signs of stooge candidates are them 
having little to no online media presence, no contact 
details, and potentially even the same spelling errors 
on candidate statements as other dummy runners. 
So it is really important that voters do their research. 
The following pages provide succinct information that 
complements the VEC data packs.

It’s Council election time!

Craig Reucassel talks climate action 
and local government

Craig Reucassel became well known as a member of 
satirical team ‘The Chaser’. But in more recent times 
it is his ABC TV environmental programs that have 
captured the public imagination, for young and old, 
for the serious minded and for those who share a 
whimsical sense of humour ‘War on Waste’, Fight for 
Planet A – our climate challenge’ have become must-
see viewing. 

We were very fortunate to have Craig zoom into our 
local area on 30 September when he kicked off an 
online forum with more than 400 people, and in separate 
Zoom rooms voters had the chance to hear from their 
candidates and have their questions addressed. The very 
successful forum was organised by the Lighter Footprints 
Boroondara and Whitehorse Climate Action Group, 
hosted by LF Convenor Carolyn Ingvarson and technically 
managed superbly by Julian Atchison. Here are some 
of the snippets which attracted the attention of both the 
candidates and the wider audience. For more details go 
to www.lighterfootprints.org 

Does local government have  
a role in climate change action?
“Local government has an important part to play not 
only in reducing its own emissions but in leading its 
community to do the same,” said Craig. “It’s great when 
councils can say they’re going to become net-zero, but 
it’s even better when they can help their community 
take the next step on that journey.” Councils need to 
be congratulated for doing good things – they often get 
exclusively negative feedback. 

Can the urgency of climate action be readily 
dismissed as too green and extremist? 
Craig said, “I really think that’s past. I really don’t think 
that calling for action on climate is radical anymore. 
One of the most damaging things that happened in 
Australia was the polarisation and politicisation of climate 
change under Tony Abbott. To make it as if it’s a left/right 
issue. Climate change doesn’t affect right-wing people 
differently than it does left-wing people. It’s a human 
issue. I don’t really see it as an environmental issue 
anymore – it’s a humanitarian issue. You see conservative 
governments across the world leading massive emissions 
reductions, you see state-level conservative governments 
around the world leading on climate action. Those who 
try to paint it as a left/right issue are just trying to protect 
their own interests.”

On the climate challenge: Should we just  
sit tight, and hope others will sort it out? 
Craig said, “I used to have a very traditional view of power 
– you go to the Federal level and they do everything. 

They’re the ones with the power and they make the 
change. But what we saw was the impact of community 
change: individuals themselves and councils were much 
more responsive.” “Taking action on an individual level is 
also useful because you start to figure out the barriers, 
and who’s not doing their bit. Who’s not making it easy for 
me to get renewable energy? Who’s not making it easy for 
me to get an electric car?”

One of the sad things about Australia setting  
the bar so low on climate action is that individual 
action seems to easily overcome what the 
government does at a national level. 
“Last year our emissions dropped by 5 million tonnes 
– Australia has 10 million households, so getting each 
household to drop its emissions by one tonne a year 
is equivalent to what the government has achieved...
while spending millions of dollars in the process. This 
would be bloody easy for households to achieve, so 
the government needs to lift its game in a big way.” 
(Australia’s per capita emissions are about 15 tonnes per 
person per year)

“When you think of yourself taking action, think instead 
of one million people just like you taking action at 
once. Same for a council: if a council says, “we can’t 
do anything”, think of the 500+ councils from all over 
Australia acting together. A number of Australian councils 
have already committed to net-zero emissions by 2025 
or 2030, so imagine the impact of all of them banding 

together. And then they don’t just make it easier for 
themselves, they make it easier for their community to  
do it.”

Do you think the COVID period has taught us 
about what’s possible re: making change? 

“Oh yeah – some things will bounce back for sure, but 
we should take the lessons of what’s possible from 
all this. Craig heard the Health Minister talking about 
implementing a health policy, that would normally have 
taken ten years, in just ten days – something like a 
pandemic speeds up change.”

“For COVID we’re still waiting for a cure – for climate 
change we’ve got an enormous amount of cures, but 
we’ve just got to use them.”

Expect Better Service

Woodards. Expect better.

For all your sale and rental property needs contact the 
local real estate experts at Woodards Blackburn. 

Call Cameron Way 0418 352 380 or 
Julian Badenach 0414 609 665. 

Blackburn 100 South Parade Blackburn 9894 1000 

www.woodards.com.au

Cameron Way Julian Badenach

The council elections are on Saturday 24 October. But the process has some differences this  
year. All voting will be by post. If you are a registered voter (the rolls closed on 28 August) you  
should have already received a ballot pack from the Victorian Electoral Commission. Your vote must be 
completed and posted back no later than 6.00pm Friday 23 October. Voting is compulsory. The Candidates 
are up and running, and voters are looking forward to again exercising the democratic right and responsibility. 

http://www.lighterfootprints.org
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Whitehorse Council Candidates

Five questions to the Candidates in Whitehorse
Immediately nominations closed, Eastsider News used the VEC website list to email Candidates with an invitation to respond to five question for publication in this edition. 
A total of 47 across the 11 Whitehorse wards.Four candidates failed to provide contact information so did not receive the invitation. The candidates received a reminder 
and, in some cases, were asked to clarify their responses.A total of 23 candidates confirmed their responses and these are included on the next two pages, in ward and 
family name alphabetical order. They also had the option of providing a photo of themselves. The five questions put to the candidates were:

1. Which ward are you standing in?
2. Why are you standing for Council?
3. How will you make a difference?
4. What are your key interests or issues?
5. Are you a member of a political party, and if so which party?
The responses arrived in a range of formats, and with varying degrees of clarity. To achieve conciseness, clarity, and consistency for our readers, requested no more than 
100 words total, because of the large number of Candidates, but have allowed slightly extra where it made better sense to what was being conveyed. In some cases, the 
responses to Questions 2, 3, and 4 were combined and are published in a combined form.

Cootamundra Ward
Jane MORAN

I want our community to be a place where 
people have equal access to services, with 
well-managed open spaces, recreational 
facilities and cultural activities that offers 
employment and business opportunities. 

I have the experience to ensure a sustainable, 
community-focused Cootamundra Ward.  
I was a Research Director, managing multimillion-dollar 
budgets, before I retired and ran a small business  
for five years.  
I want to ensure everyone is supported through 
COVID-19, get planning decisions right for residents  
and businesses, and maintain our green leafy suburbs.  
I am endorsed by the Greens.

Andrew MUNROE 
I have served three terms as a Councillor 
and twice as Mayor in Whitehorse and I 
believe I still have a strong contribution to 
make in shaping our city. A lifelong resident 
of the city and as an Engineer and Manager 
I have the experience and skills needed for 

the challenging times ahead. 
My key issues are: technology, active transport, 
cycling infrastructure, greater efforts to green our city 
and increase tree canopy and ensuring we maintain 
disciplined financial management. I am a Liberal Party 
member, but not a Party candidate.

Council Elections

Eley Ward
Trudy SKILBECK

I live in and am standing for Eley Ward. 
I’m passionate about making a difference 
to governance standards and the lived 
experience of the Whitehorse community.  
I am a governance professional who works 
in global disability inclusive community 

development and humanitarian response.  
I’m running in these elections to lead local government 
decision making to be more effective and evidence 
based. I don’t have pet issues other than multi-faceted 
COVID response. I offer detailed and strategic attention 
to every issue. I have never had any association with a 
political party and have no further political aspiration. I’m 
a local for locals.

Susannah SU
Hi I'm Susannah Su. I'm a strong voice for 
Eley Ward. As a mum and business owner, 
I understand how important it is to make 
connections with our community and to give 
back to the community. To be elected as 
a councillor is one the best ways to serve 

Whitehorse community. We all have been impacted by 
the pandemic financially, emotionally, and mentally. I'm 
sympathetic and empathetic to the situation. I’m inspired 
to work with our community to overcome pandemic and 
to rebuild a resilient, safe, sustainable, and prosperous 
community. I’m not endorsed by any political party.

Honglin Horace ZHENG
I am standing for Eley Ward as I am 
passionate about enhancing public open 
space across the City. As part of a family 
with two daughters, I seek to improve 
female sporting facilities in Eley ward. As 
a small business owner and resident of 

Whitehorse, I support Council activities which reduce red 
tape and assist small business including improvements 
to the streetscape in Whitehorse City. I am focussed on 
ensuring that Council delivers quality core services more 
efficiently. I'm not a member of any political party.

Elgar Ward
Stephen O'BRIEN

Elgar Ward needs an elected representative 
who will work with fellow Councillors, not 
against them, who attacks the problems, 
not each other. I want to see an end to the 
infighting. How will I make a difference? I am 
an experienced Local Government Councillor 

that knows that the key to effective decision making is 
early community engagement. My key interests or issues 
are: committing to responsible spending of your rates and 
banning overseas ceremonial and conference junkets; 
imposing a ban on political donations from property 
developers during local government elections; opposing 
the sale of our parks/public spaces. I am not a member of 
a political party.

Kingsley Ward
Sharon ELLIS

I am standing in the new Kingsley Ward. As 
a long term councillor, I bring experience to 
the role which will be needed as we revitalise 
our city after COVID-19. Now, more than 
ever, we need a councillor with experience 
and proven leadership ability. As Mayor in 

2020, I have been involved in strong decisions to support 
our residents and businesses during the pandemic. My 
key interests are retaining our neighbourhood character, 
opposing inappropriate development, protecting our 
environment, supporting active transport, and strong 
financial management. I am not endorsed or funded by 
any political party. 

Harry MA 
I love the local community and enjoy its 
rich histories and neighbourhood character, 
and am determined to protect them. I care 
about people, business and social justice, 
and would use these values to bring about 
positive change for the community. How will 

I make a difference? I will work with other Councillors 
and Council staff to represent the community and take 
advantage of my experience as a lawyer to protect 
voters' interests.  
My key issues are: lowering council rates; supporting 
small businesses; restraining inappropriate development; 
female-friendly sport facilities; elders and youths service. 
I am not a member of a political party.
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Lake Ward
Wendy BRANAGAN

I have a great interest in local issues. I listen 
to all points of view and research issues 
thoroughly to achieve best result. Key 
issues are: a) Reducing waste produced, 
therefore reducing the need to deal with 
so much waste, which will save money, 

energy and other resources. b) Improving pedestrian and 
cycling experience. c) Supporting council's measures to 
protect tree canopy. d) All decisions to seriously consider 
sustainability, both environmentally and financially. I am 
not a member of a political party.

Mahoneys Ward
David COOMBS

I’ve always been involved my community. 
I’ve two children and want to do everything I 
can to ensure they love where they live. I’m 
local, contactable, and share concerns about 
over-development and environment. I’m a 
project manager with 11 years’ experience 

analysing, negotiating, and delivering projects.  
My key issues are: Planning – oppose inappropriate 
residential development; Traffic – improve traffic 
management on our local roads; Playgrounds and 
reserves; -our residents deserve great spaces; 
Environment; implementing composting programs 
 and improving our tree canopy. 
Rates. Critical services provided must be maintained. I 
am a member of a political party, Party is not declared.

Nildhara GADANI
I believe there is work to be done to make 
our community even more beautiful, safe, 
and prosperous. I will fight to maximise 
use of green spaces for recreational needs 
of children and families. No political party 
declared.  

I have not sought endorsement from any Party in my 
council campaign, as I think it is important that local 
government is not overly influenced by political parties. 
It is important to me that I can be free to act only in 
the interests of residents and I believe running as an 
independent is the best way to do this.

Mark LANE
I am standing for council as I believe we 
deserve better representation than we have 
had over the past few years. I have the 
experience to represent our community 
with passion and good outcomes. I will 
be present and introduce Ward forums for 

community members to meet and greet with myself and 
council officers. My key interests are quite varied: value 
for money on rates, appropriate planning decisions, 
solar panels on new builds, protect Healesville Freeway 
Reserve, improve Community Car Services. I am a 
member of the Liberal Party, but my campaign is totally 
self-funded and I am not endorsed.

Anne Verma MAKHIJANI 
I am standing as I would like to see: Climate Change 
taken seriously; Sustainable Living through protection 
of our environment, reducing waste to landfill, 
tackling recycling, efficient energy use and restricting 
inappropriate development; Efficient and non-wasteful 
expenditure of rates to get the best outcomes for the 
community and local business. I am not a member of any 
political party and am standing as an independent.

Jason MARTIN
My vision is to make our community a better place 
to live for current residents and future generations. I 
am passionate about improving pedestrian/cycling 
infrastructure, real solutions on waste and recycling in our 
community and supporting local business and community 
through the COVID recovery. I will be a collaborative, 
approachable and committed representative. Key 
interests are: safe pedestrian/cycling options for all 
abilities throughout the community; World's best practice 
for waste and recycling; parks, reserves, and green 
spaces and improve the protection of fauna and flora and 
also community enjoyment; sustainable and healthy local 
economy that supports a diverse range of households.  
I am independent, not a member of a political party.

Simpson Ward
Prue CUTTS [see pic in dropbox]

I am standing to continue the work I have 
started as Springfield Ward Councillor 
representing the 35,000 residents of 
Mitcham, Nunawading, Vermont and Forest 
Hill, and to bring that same commitment 
and passion to the new Simpson Ward 

representing residents of Vermont and Mitcham, to make 
a difference to the community we love.  
As an experienced and effective Councillor I bring much 
local government knowledge, experience and stability to 
the role in a time of great uncertainty and my key interests 
are: COVID business and community support; greater 
sustainability focus; multi-pronged approach to greening 
Whitehorse; and opposing inappropriate development.  
I have never been a member of a political party.

Sam ALCORD
I am standing for the following reasons: 
an engaged community; supporting local 
business; Council transparency to benefit 
ratepayers. I am doing this because I love 
my community and am confident that I can 
effectively and independently advocate for 

what is important.  
I believe that we need change and fresh ideas to 
effectively engage residents and support local business. 
My key interests are ensuring everyone in the Community 
are fully included in any Council-related consultations and 
decisions, in particular with migrants. I am not a member 
of a political party.

Sparks Ward
Peter CHANDLER

I want to be a community first voice on 
council. I want to create an open line of 
communication. I am currently on the  
‘Elgar Contact’ committee and would like  
to start a similar group in Sparks ward. I 
would like to create a city that residents can 

be proud of. A city that you can live, work and play in.  
I am a member of a political party, party undeclared,  
but neither endorsed, funded or supported by that 
political party.

Sumeet Singh CHHABRA
I believe with my experience and drive I 
can make a difference in the lives of Sparks 
residents. Council is an avenue where  
one can make an impact being in close 
proximity of issues that need attention.  
It is also a social platform where I would be 

in close contact with local celebrations, directives, and 
learn various official processes. I believe as we hopefully  
come out of COVID-19 restrictions there will be issues 
needing immediate attention.  
I intend to listen and work with residents while working 
out strategies to rejuvenate local jobs and aiming  
for sustainable growth. I am not a member of any  
political party. 

Thomas KENNEDY Yi Chang
I am standing for council because I think I can provide 
good governance, and I feel I can represent our ward and 
its diverse interests. I will make a difference to the area  
by ensuring a high level of communication between 
myself and the municipality and ensuring transparency  
for all my decisions.  
My main interests are increasing the number of 
community gardens; adding solar lighting to bike trails, 
funding two buses for local Library; and battery recycling 
course for Box Hill TAFE. I am not aligned with any 
political or private parties.

Mingzhi LEI
I am standing for Council because I have seen the 
council's irresponsible spending in recent years, and 
I want to be the link between the council and the 
community. The council should have more community 
engagement and the council should be more closely 
monitored.  
My key interests are: infrastructure capital expenditure 
needs to be justified; council should provide more  
safety improvement programs and have closer 
cooperation with Neighbourhood Watch; ore social 
events to promote community engagement. I am not a 
member of a political party.

Tina LIU
As a current Councillor, I hope to continue 
making a positive difference – working with 
our community and building on my work and 
actions on Council over the past four years 
– in particular strengthening our long-term 
strategic vision and planning for Whitehorse. 

I will make a difference by continuing to engage with and 
strongly advocating for our community and working also 
with other key stakeholders to achieve positive outcomes 
for our area. My interests include: community service 
and engagement, health and wellbeing, environmental 
sustainability, urban design, transport. and local business. 
I am not a member of a political party.

Terrara Ward
Jarrod GUNN
Terrara ward needs a candidate that will stand up to 
excessive spending, block inappropriate development, 
and demand smarter investment for this community. As 
an independent I vow to provide greater transparency 
on Council activity, work effectively in the community's 
interest, and back initiatives on merit. I will fight for better 
cycling and walking infrastructure and smarter spending 
on our community facilities. These include our library 
and maternal and child health precinct, Terrara reserve 
playground, and the East Burwood Reserve sporting 
facilities, improved parking and better traffic management 
around our schools, and ensuring greater sustainability 
targets. I am not a member of a political party.

Wattle Ward
Andrew DAVENPORT

I seek to deliver a more efficient Council 
which focuses on core services and achieve 
low rates. I will make a difference by working 
collaboratively with Councillors, Council 
staff and the community to solve long 
term issues affecting Whitehorse Council. 

My key interests are: protecting the unique character 
of our neighbourhood and discouraging inappropriate 
development; looking for cost savings while supporting 
core services; encouraging investment in Council parks 
and gardens, better walking and cycling facilities; more 
opportunities for women and girls; providing choice for 
the elderly to stay at home longer; encouraging business 
development; supporting organic and garden waste 
recycling to reduce landfill. I am a member of the  
Liberal Party

Santi WHITESIDE
I am standing for Council because I 
am passionate about multiculturalism, 
supporting people’s mental health, achieving 
gender equality and believe Whitehorse 
Council plays an important role in ensuring 
good outcomes for the community. Through 

my experience from involvement in various community 
organisations that build a strong, family friendly, united 
community I will make a difference in Council decision 
making effectiveness. My key interests are: creating a 
strong and united community; employment; education; 
health; arts; open space; and sporting facilities. I am a 
Liberal Party member but not an endorsed candidate.

More wind havoc  
in Wattle Park
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Cotham Ward
Felicity SINFIELD

I am standing 
to improve 
the lives of 
those living 
in the Boroondara 
Community, to preserve 

heritage and local environment, and 
to deliver high quality infrastructure 
and services. I will make a difference 
with strong advocacy, sound decision 
making, and prudent financial manage-
ment. Community safety, heritage, amenity, 
small business and community safety are 
a key focus as we emerge and thrive after 
COVID-19. I am a member of the Liberal Party.

Bill YOUNG
I am standing for Council because I have a 
lot of experience to contribute. I will work 
at holding Council to account on its culture 
and values of putting people first; returning 
best value on rates – not glossy brochures 
or campaigns, just clear tangible outcomes 

and decisions based on environmental and community 
stewardship. My key issues: safe environment for all; 
recreational facilities that cater to whole families; planning 
and development that is area appropriate – the current 
system is not effective; review of potentially harmful 
defoliant herbicides used throughout parks and public 
facilities. I am not a member of a political party.

Gardiner Ward
Victor FRANCO

I’m passionate about our area. I started the 
community campaign to restore historic 
parkland in Camberwell. I lead the Futures 
Committee at Camberwell Primary School 
and volunteer with local sports clubs. I know 
what can be achieved and how to do it. In 

Sydney, I was Chief of Staff to Lord Mayor Lucy Turnbull, 
Director of Transport/Major Projects and Director of 
Services. I introduced a network of safe cycleways, 
expanded street tree planting, created new parks and 
paths.  
I will use my skills for Gardiner Ward residents. My key 
interests are: preserving heritage, promoting design 
excellence, encouraging sustainability – and good 
governance. I am not a member of a political party.

Glenferrie Ward
Florence EDWARDS Embedded pic

As a young independent candidate,  
I believe that I can bring a refreshing youthful 
enthusiasm to the Boroondara City Council. 
I think it is important that we prioritise the 
environment at a local level. This means 
being aware of the issues that are associated 

with over-development and the need to preserve our 
history. I am also passionate about supporting our local 
traders, especially in the aftermath of COVID-19. Overall, 
I pledge to listen to your needs and be an advocate for 
matters of concern.  (No response to question 5).

Wes GAULT

For 40 years I have directed major public 
building and infrastructure projects. Having 
sold my business and as the Greens 
endorsed candidate for Glenferrie Ward, 
I want to use the knowledge and skills 
gained during an extensive career to protect 

and help build a better, more sustainable Boroondara, 
including:  
1) urgently reducing the municipalities unsustainable 
carbon footprint;  
2) expanding the controls we already have to protect  
our heritage buildings, seriously revitalise our strip 
shopping centres and provide compatible, well  
designed, dwelling options;  
3) refocus Council spending away from discretionary, 
non-urgent items to address the real challenges we face.

Lindon Brian PARBERY
I am standing for Council because I love Glenferrie and 
seek to protect it’s businesses, properties, and people. 
I will make a difference by changing the focus from 
what Council can do independently to what it can do to 
incentivise communal participation.  
My key interests are: to support local businesses, 
encourage green energy through community incentives, 
protect historic property and to encourage transparency 
in Boroondara council.  
I am an independent but was formerly a Liberal Party 
member. I no longer which to associate with any party  
as I disagree with the concept of party politics.

Five questions to the Candidates in Boroondara
Immediately nominations closed, Eastsider News used the VEC website list to email Candidates with an invitation to respond to five question for publication in this edition. 
A total of 59 candidates nominated across the 11 Boroondara wards. Four candidates failed to provide contact information so did not receive the invitation. The candidates 
received a reminder and, in some cases, were asked to clarify their responses. A total of 23 candidates confirmed their responses and these are included on these two 
pages, in ward and family name alphabetical order. They also had the option of providing a photo of themselves. The five questions put to the candidates were:

1. Which ward are you standing in?
2. Why are you standing for Council?
3. How will you make a difference?
4. What are your key interests or issues?
5. Are you a member of a political party, and if so which party?
The responses arrived in a range of formats, and with varying degrees of clarity. To achieve conciseness, clarity, and consistency for our readers, requested no more than 
100 words total, because of the large number of Candidates, but have allowed slightly extra where it made better sense to what was being conveyed. In some cases, the 
responses to Questions 2, 3, and 4 were combined and are published in a combined form.

Bellevue Ward 
Greg BALL

I am standing to pursue a vision of 
expanded, better-connected, higher-
quality parkland, more trees, low-density 
development, improved public transport, 
safer streets; and more recreational 
opportunities and events for people to 

interact and build a greater sense of community. In 
particular, I would develop a proposal to construct a large 
solar power plant in Bellevue Ward, including energy 
storage, as part of a larger project to reduce noise and air 
pollution from the Eastern Freeway and proposed North 
East Link, and place power lines underground. I am not a 
member of any political party. 

Astrid JUDGE
I’m running in Bellevue, because I believe 
local governments can do a lot to tackle 
climate change and I want our council to do 
more. I also want us to support those who 
are struggling in these hard times. If elected 
I will interrogate Council’s plan to spend 

$128 million on its ‘Customer First’ digital upgrade. I will 
prioritise services that benefit people – the North Balwyn 
Repair Café, and sporting, arts, and cultural groups. I am 
endorsed by the Greens, who support local councillors 
to work with residents and solve problems in the best 
interests of their community.

Jim PARKE
As a Councillor since 2012, I have delivered 
notably the Greythorn Community Hub, 
expanded Boroondara Sports Complex, 
major refurbishment of the Balwyn Library, 
and renewal works for Kew East and 
Greythorn shops. Projects commencing 

soon include redevelopment of the Kew Recreation 
Centre, streetscape improvements at the Bellevue 
Shopping Centre, and a 40km/hr zone on Doncaster 
Road, Greythorn. As one of the sitting Councillors, I’ve 
played a pivotal role in leading the City. My colleagues on 
Council have twice unanimously elected me as Mayor. I 
am not a single-issue candidate. Boroondara Council is 
a large and complex organisation representing 185,000 
residents. I am not a member of a political party.

Alex SAWYER  
I am running to give people a choice. My goal is to try 
and have council rates reduced, to benefit all ratepayers. 
Key issues are cost of rates, a better deal for Seniors 
and, where viable, solar panels on Council Buildings.  
I am not a member of any political party.

Sienna WATSON
I am the Animal Justice Party candidate for 
the Bellevue Ward. I make a firm commitment 
to prioritise climate action, to strive to 
alleviate the rate burden many suffer under, 
to address domestic animal management, 
and increase cycling facilities to enhance 

sustainability. I believe it is crucial that young people are 
given a voice within the community. We need a council 
that is representative of our diverse demographic, one that 
is engaged and transparent. A vote for me is a vote for a 
progressive councillor that envisions Boroondara to be 
inclusive and accessible for all.
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Junction Ward
Greg DEAKIN

I am standing to provide a stronger voice 
on Council to oppose inappropriate 
development and protect neighbourhood 
character, amenity and heritage in the 
face of development pressures. I will 
make a difference by drawing on my local 

experience in fighting inappropriate development and 
pushing for a more consistent Council approach to 
protecting heritage and amenity. I am concerned about 
amenity issues, including overlooking, overshadowing, 
overbuilding on a block, protection of tree canopy, and 
traffic congestion. I am independent and take positions 
based on evidence and the interests of the community, 
and I am not a member of any political party.

Maling Ward
Peter BARCLAY

Through my involvement across several 
initiatives within the Maling ward, I have 
grown to appreciate the importance of 
working with the community, local business 
and council. Getting this right will ensure we 
will have a vibrant and thriving community. 

My commitment to the community is that I will be 
engaged, visible and active in the community. As both 
a local resident and business owner, I understand many 
issues facing us all from multiple perspectives. I will 
make a difference through driving outcomes, listening, 
and responding to residents’ concerns. My key interests 
are: community facilities, supporting local business, 
progressive energy policy, responsible spending, 
preserving our streetscapes. I am not a member of a 
political party.

Peter CAMPBELL
As a long-term Surrey Hills resident,  
I greatly value our tree-lined streets, parks, 
ovals and gardens, cultural activities, and 
diversity. I support action for a safe climate, 
and Boroondara must shift from laggard 
to leader. The Hawthorn to Box Hill Trail 

for walkers and cyclists of all ages is well overdue, 
and Boroondara Council must provide full support and 
some funding for this. Residents and local traders need 
rate relief to offset COVID-19 impacts. I will represent 
interests of all residents. Key interests are: re-vegetation 
of South Surrey Park; volunteering with Bush Search 
and Rescue Victoria. I am a cyclist, skier and kitesurfer. 
I am an independent candidate, and not a member of a 
political party.

Anthony Robert DEICMANIS  
I received notice about an "exciting" proposal for a $4.5 
million synthetic turf soccer stadium at the Dorothy 
Laver West Reserve, which is 500m from my home. This 
was poorly researched and unviable as this location is 
a floodplain. After much protest by residents and many 
dollars wasted in consultant fees, the stadium was 
abandoned. Council gifted the reserve to the local soccer 
clubs which disadvantaged three long term resident clubs. 
I feel that the council failed all ratepayers of Boroondara 
with this debacle. It is my opinion that the council led 
by CEO Philip Storer are out of touch with community 
expectations. I stand for council reform, an open and 
accountable council. I am not a member of  
any political party.

Robert DENNIS
I am standing to build a vibrant, inclusive 
and resilient local economy based on 
responsible and sustainable investment, 
collaboration, community engagement, 
transparency, and innovation. I will make 
a difference by preserving our heritage 

and open green spaces, supporting our community 
and vulnerable through present challenges, facilitating 
innovative pathways for the future. My key interests are: 
COVID-19 response – focus on mental health, isolation, 
financial hardship, improving outdoor eating accessibility, 
and the future of work; re-connecting our community 
– supporting local event initiatives and connecting 
volunteer organisations; re-building local business – 
re-vitalising strip shopping, facilitating commercially 
viable lease terms; improving cycling and pedestrian 
infrastructure; responsible and transparent financial 
management. I am not a member of a political party.

Maranoa Ward 
Yolanda TORRISI

I will make a difference by listening to 
residents’ concerns and respond quickly 
to lifestyle changes with sustainable and 
adaptable programs to improve liveability in 
our suburbs . A rates rebate is required this 
year, not an increase. Maranoa is lacking 

a modern and effective community centre which could 
be built in the Gordon Barnard Reserve and a dog park 
which could be accommodated in the Winfield Road 
Reserve. My key interests are: waste reduction, through 
better design, thoughtful purchasing, re-use, recycling, 
and only use landfill as a last resort. I am not a member 
of a political party.

Dennis WHELAN
I will reinstate Ward resident meetings and 
they will be held regularly within the Ward.  
I will also ensure you receive regular 
personal Ward letters and organise a contact 
group of residents and work diligently to help 
increase awareness of climate change. I will 

consult with residents and the contact groups to better 
inform them about matters of interest to them and vote 
in accordance with the majority consensus. I will work to 
ensure my family has a future by living and advocating 
for a sustainable use of resources and working to achieve 
climate control. I have no political party affiliation.

Riversdale Ward
Robert BAILLIEU

I am standing for Council because I want 
to help small businesses recover from the 
pandemic in a way that also supports action 
on climate change. As an Army Officer in 
the Royal Australian Engineers I can bring 
the operational management experience, 

discipline, and integrity required to represent Riversdale. 
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to implement 
a sustainable reset for our local economy. That’s why 
I’m going to work to reduce the cost of doing business 
in Boroondara while promoting robust climate action 
and preserving our built heritage from inappropriate 
development. My key interests are small business, 
climate action, protecting built heritage. I'm proudly 
independent, and not a member of any political party.

Susan BIGGAR
I’m standing because this year has provided 
an opportunity to rethink how we live 
locally, and build a thriving, connected local 
community. The importance of community 
in our changing world has never been 
clearer. I bring enormous experience of 

community engagement at the grassroots, institutional 
and government level and am a practical, hands-on 
problem-solver. I will focus on a thriving local community 
with a sustainable future and thoughtful approach to 
development. We need a Council that listens, acts and is 
accountable for every ratepayer dollar. I am not a member 
of any political party; my loyalty is to community alone.

Sali MIFTARI
I am standing because it is time for energetic 
young voices to activate and have a 
direct say on the future of our community. 
From conserving our precious Yarra, to 
empowering small family businesses through 
these tough times and bringing us back 

together, we have a lot to do. I love being around people 
and enjoy solving problems together. Residents will see 
me knocking on their doors, at local shopping strips and 
amongst the community to bring us together. We are 
facing a biodiversity crisis along the Yarra which requires 
integrated management and accountability. Additionally, 
council must get out of the way of Small Business and 
not stand in the way of success. Reviewing rates and 
implementing support packages is first-order of business. 
I am a member of the Liberal Party.

Solway Ward
Sam FITCHETT

There was no candidate standing for the 
prosperous and sustainable future I believe 
in. I could either cross my fingers and 
hope for an alternative, or I could become 
that alternative. I will make a difference by 
being different. Unlike career politicians, 

developers or businessmen, I am not held back by 
ulterior motives or party politics. I can truly be your 
councillor. My key goals are to: preserve our vibrant 
community, ensure Boroondara acts sustainably, and 
create greater council transparency. I am independent, 
and not currently and have never been a member of any 
political party.

Studley Ward
Annabel YATES

I am standing because I want to represent 
young people of Boroondara and provide 
truly independent representation to the 
people of Studley. I will make a difference 
by addressing critical issues ignored by the 
current council, such as climate change and 

affordability. My key interests are: getting council to zero 
emissions, facilitating more active transport, encouraging 
sustainable practices for businesses and households, 
including waste management and energy production.  
I am not a member of a political party.

Vision Australia Radio is broadcasting its White Cane Day Concert on 15 October from 11.00am to 1.00pm. The concert 
will feature performances from artists such as The Wiggles, American Idol finalist Scott MacIntyre, America’s Got Talent 
winner Kodi Lee, The Voice Australia alumni Racheal Leahcar, two-time Grammy winner Dianne Schuur, and many more. 
They have all donated their performances and time. Performances from participating artists will also appear on Vision 
Australia’s social media platforms Facebook and Twitter.
This two hour concert is about bringing people together, sharing their lived experiences and their talents, as well as featuring messages of support from 
allies across the globe. The broadcast will also feature exclusive interviews with the musical acts who happen to be white cane users, and others from the 
blind and low vision community. “We’ll be sharing the performances across our social media channels on the day and we’d love for people to get on there 
and leave a comment or send a message about what White Cane Day means to them and their experiences as someone who is blind or has low vision,” 
said Jordan Ashby from Vision Australia. Head to www.varadio.org to find out how you can listen. Like and follow Vision Australia on Facebook and 
Twitter to catch video performances on the day and share your experiences. 

Celebrate International White Cane Day 
with Vision Australia on Radio 1179 AM

VOTING IS COMPULSORY. For full details see your 
Victorian Electoral Commission pack, which you 
should have received by now through the post.  
Your ballot paper must be posted or hand delivered 
to your VEC office by 6.00pm Friday 23 October.
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Oranges galore
– Zoe Taylor

Since lockdown hit, we’ve been buying seasonal fruit 
and veggie boxes from our local cafe. We did this before 
too…but not with the weekly enthusiasm we have now. 
And I know we’re not alone. Melbourne has embraced 
these new, small ways of supporting local businesses. 
Before lockdown, I considered such things (and take-
away lunches) extravagant. Lazy even. Now it feels  
more like an act of community contribution, although  
the produce is lovely, of course. 

That said, one downside of the seasonal (read: surprise) 
box concept is that there is inevitably a few weeks where 
something arrives and makes its way into the kitchen, but 
not quite to our plates. The result? A glut of beautiful but 
ignored fresh produce that stares at you day after day, 
longing to be transformed and devoured. Right now, for 
us, it’s oranges.

Don’t get me wrong, I like oranges but, until recently, 
I found it hard to get particularly excited about them. I 
would have put them in a similar category to vanilla ice 
cream on a summer holiday…perfectly fine. Enjoyable 
even. But I’d never pick it from a line-up of others.

That said, my dissatisfaction with oranges is dwarfed by 
my dislike of wasting food. Having grown up in a ‘waste 
not want not’ home, I was shocked a few years ago to 
learn that up to 40% of household waste is made up of 
perfectly edible food. On the Victorian scale, that equates 
to about 250,000 tonnes per year. 

So, I have made it my mission this week to defeat our 
growing orange bowl. I have experimented with new 
ideas and revisited old, and I have to say – it’s been 
quite a revelation. So much so that I might just consider 
picking up one of those huge bags in the supermarket 
one day. Five great things to do with your glut of oranges:

1. Freeze them. Peeled orange segments freeze well in 
an airtight container, ready to add to smoothies or 
juices whenever you want. Orange zest also freezes 
quite well in small ziplock bags.

2. Preserve them. They look great as Christmas presents 
in hipster-cool jars tied with equally hipster-cool jute 
string and keep well in the fridge for months. I cooked 
mine (peeled) in a sugar syrup laced with cinnamon, 
cloves, and brandy but you can also make them in  
the Moroccan style – simply soaking in brine, skins 
and all. 

3. Add them to your dinner. Yes…I said dinner. It turns 
out oranges aren’t limited to cakes and school sport 
days, they actually work really well in savoury dishes 
and salads too. My preference right now is a light 
salad of orange, creamy feta, roasted beetroot, and 
lots of fresh herbs. A great accompaniment to any 
seafood. 

4. Make a whole orange cake. This isn’t a new idea, but 
it’s a glorious warm weather treat when served with a 
big dollop of thick cream on the side. There are many 
recipes online. 

5. Make orange icy poles. My kids (2 and 4) absolutely 
love these, and I love how simple they are. Just 
peel your oranges (removing visible pith aka the 
white bit), blitz in a blender with a couple of pears or 
bananas and freeze in icy pole moulds. That’s it. You 
really do need icy pole moulds. I’ve tried other small 
containers, but they’re just not the same as an old-
school rectangular icy pole on a stick. The good news 
is that you can buy icy pole moulds cheaply from 
homewares stores.

Enjoy!

Zoe Taylor is a Whitehorse resident, food lover  
and Dietitian.

Chinese 
Spring Rolls

– Elizabeth Chong

Spring has well and truly arrived! As I take my walk, it is 
lightened by the sight of beautiful pink and white blossom 
trees, magnolias, camellias and azaleas, bright and 
colourful in so many gardens. In between the bushes, 
daffodils are nodding their heads as if to say hello. This is 
nature reminding us that new life will come again, in spite 
of human interventions like COVID 19, lockdowns, and 
troubled times. Spring is a time of renewal and hope for 
the future.

Chinese Spring Rolls have been as much a part of 
Australia as the ubiquitous Dim Sim and the Meat Pie. If 
you have ever enjoyed these snacks, (and who hasn’t?) 
then thank my Father, William Wing Young, who made at 
least, the first two items readily available at our Take-
aways as far back as the 1940s. But I wonder how many 
Australians know of the significance of the place Spring 
Rolls have in the Chinese calendar. Chinese New Year 
officially heralds the coming of Spring, bringing promise 
of a plentiful harvest after a harsh winter. The Spring Roll 
is a traditional symbol of New Year, and is always eaten at 
the coming of the Season…thus its name.

The Spring Roll is basically a thin, pancake-like batter 
encasing a mixture of meat and ingredients that is deep-
fried until crisp and golden. The fillings are as varied as 
there are cooks, with each region of China claiming theirs 
is the best. The recipe below is a little bit special, suitable 
for entertaining, but you can create a simpler version 
if you wish, omitting the Prawns, (even all meat, for 
vegetarians) and using a variety of shredded vegetables 
of your own choice.

Lockdown has meant the family are spending more time 
together, and this could also mean, cooking together. In 
my family, making dumplings or Dim Sum (and Spring 
Rolls are part of the Dim Sum family) are happy bonding 
times, but do make sure the deep-frying part is done by 
an adult member of the family, and children are always 
banned from being too close to hot oil.

Method:
Heat the 3 tablespoons peanut oil in a wok or deep frying 
pan, and stir fry the minced pork for 1 minute. Add the 
prawns and stir fry for another 30 seconds.

Add all the remaining filling ingredients, toss and combine 
and cook together for 1 minute.

Lower heat, add seasoning, gently stir in the thickening. 
Discard any excess liquid…there should only be enough 
moisture to ‘cling’ to the mixture. Spread mix on a large 
plate and allow to cool before wrapping.

Wrapping:
Spread 2 tablespoons filling across the corner of a spring 
roll wrapper. Fold in the sides close to the filling, and roll 
up, making sure the roll is very firmly closed and nicely 
rounded in shape.

Continue filling the remaining wrappers, and cover with a 
slightly damp cloth until ready to cook.

Cooking:
Heat the 4 cups oil in the wok until the oil is just 
beginning to smoke a little (approx 190°C)

Carefully slide in the rolls cooking about 3 at a time, until 
golden and crisp (3-4 mins)

Remove and drain on paper towels.

Note: If planning to deep freeze, cook only 2-3mins 
before removing. They can be re-heated for another few 
minutes in a moderate oven.

享受。! Enjoy!

Spring Rolls
*10 spring Roll Wrappers (17.5cm square)

Filling:
250g finely sliced raw chicken, breast or thigh

100g finely sliced or minced fresh pork

100g fresh raw prawns, cut into small pieces

1 cup finely shredded celery

*1 cup finely shredded Chinese cabbage 
(Wong Bok cabbage is good)

*½ cup finely shredded bamboo shoots

*6 Chinese dried mushrooms, soaked in warm water  
45 mins, drained, stalks removed, and finely sliced

3 tablespoons peanut oil

Seasoning
½ tablespoon light soy sauce

1 teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon sugar

¼ teaspoon white pepper

1 teaspoon sesame oil

1 tablespoon cornflour mixed in ⅓ cup water,  
for thickening

2 teaspoons cornflour mixed in 1 tablespoon water,  
to make a paste for sealing the edges of the wrappers

4 cups peanut oil for deep frying

Chinese born Elizabeth Chong is renowned as 
a Melbourne-based Australian celebrity chef, 
author and television presenter, best known for 
her television appearances on Good Morning 
Australia as well as her Chinese Cooking School 
and Chinese cookbooks. Her first home recipes 
were published by Belle Vue State School Mothers' 
Club. The Cooking School celebrated its 50-year 
anniversary in 2011. And Elizabeth still lives in our 
local area and is as alert and active as ever.

QUIZLINGS  David Astle, radio and TV 
star, writer, wordsmith, and cryptic crossword maker 
is expert at intriguing, teasing, and frustrating his 
audiences with his inventive mastery of words. Now 
he has added a new skill to his repertoire – classy 
dancing. Check out the ABC dance off https://tinyurl.
com/y5c3ylzc and David is about two minutes in.  
But we digress. David has very generously agreed  
that in each edition of Eastsider News we can include 
two of the Quizlings from his book, ‘Puzzled’.  
Test your braincells out with these.

1. Can you double a letter in ASTOUNDING and mix  
the new eleven to make a word meaning astounding.

2. If two words for trick – CON and DUPE – lie in 
POUNCED, can you pounce on the kindred pairs 
lurking in DUSTMAN, MARTINET and TREATISES? 
Every letter is used once only.

The Editors thought about publishing the answers in the 
next edition, early December. But, so you don’t go crazy 
in the meantime, we thought again, and you will find 
them on page 16 of this edition.

https://tinyurl.com/y5c3ylzc
https://tinyurl.com/y5c3ylzc
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Over the 20 years since the Sensory Garden was 
constructed, it has been much enjoyed by us as our 
private family garden. It was also designed to engage 
and entice children to wander through various spaces, 
plants, textures and fragrance to expand their learning 
and growth through a variety of sensory experiences. The 
garden has become a useful resource for small groups of 
children with special needs, and their teachers, to extend 
school-based programs. It is also a place where children 
can have a soulful experience of a garden, rather than a 
more physically focused activity.

Sometimes, charities and church groups have used the 
garden as a venue for fund-raising events. It has also 
been place from which to convey ideas of creating a 
therapeutic garden to staff members from aged care and 
educational settings, and a place of interest to students 
of horticulture.

During the planning of the garden, the English designer, 
Rosemary Verey, was consulted about broad concepts 
for the garden. We were living in the U.K at the time, 
and her work, and her garden at Barnsley House had us 
entranced. Subsequently, we employed Janette Strachan 
as Landscape Architect, and John Van Der Linde for 
construction. Both of these people were brilliant with their 
ideas and the quality of their work, and we all enjoyed the 
experience of creating the garden together.

A pool becomes a water tank
Before we took ownership of the house, the garden 
included a swimming pool which was not wanted by 
us, so it was built over with a courtyard and terraced 
decking. The pool then became a water storage tank fed 
from roof collection, and was used to irrigate the garden.

Most of the established garden was gutted, with the 
exception of a huge Lilly Pilly tree, a Jacaranda, an Irish 
Strawberry tree and a Wisteria. Throughout the garden 
there is a consideration of axial line, and the use of 
geometric pattern. There is a further recognition of some 
historical aspects of garden design – as in the small knot 
garden planted with Dutch Box and Begonias – and the 

symbolic use of garden ornament such as the sundial 
which functions by direct connection with the sun, and 
is a reminder of the passing of time and seasons. There 
are also two gazebos, traditionally temples for gods and 
goddesses. They are set on high ground for protection 
and ceremony.

A wide variety of landscaping materials are used 
deliberately, to amplify the sensory impact of the garden. 
They include: granitic sand, paving, gravel, grass, bark 
and timber decking. A paved maze has been embedded 
into the thick soft grass, providing both a puzzle and a 
contrast of textures underfoot .Under the Lilly Pilly tree 
is a story telling area which provides a safe enclosed 
space, while not far away is a tree platform, accessed by 
a sloping ramp ,from which you can look out across the 
street and the garden and feel some sense of mastery.

Careful choice of plants
Plants are probably the most significant part of any 
garden, and here they have been chosen to be of 
maximum value for visual interest, colour, fragrance, and 
touch. Amongst the plants you will find, roses, lavender, 

lilac, philadelphus, choisya, jasmine, and buddleia, all of 
whose flowers bring perfume. The aromatic plants such 
as scented pelargoniums, mints, thyme, rosemary and 
oregano – whose leaves give off a scent when crushed 
– are always reliable and are grown in pots clustered 
around the decking. Plants with strappy leaves such as 
clivia, hairy lamb’s ears, grassy plants, paperbark trees, 
and jacaranda seed pods all provide a different touch 
experience. The water splashing from the fountain, wind 
chimes, crunch of gravel, and birdsong, all provide a 
soundscape. There is an abundance of visual stimulus to 
be found.

Around the garden are numerous animal sculptures – of 
particular note is Bess, the lurcher dog, cast using resin 
and bronze powder, with smooth paws and a rough 
coat. She welcomes all to the garden with a friendly 
paw raised. There are two topiary elephants, with plants 
being trained through wires, almost filling the space for 
the desired shape. It is a continuing pleasure to see the 
garden change and evolve.

Liz Reid can be contacted at lizat31h@gmail.com  
For more information see www.sensorygarden.com.au

and trees, in your gardens to provide the necessary 
pollen (protein) and nectar (carbohydrate) to nourish and 
sustain healthy bees. Local garden centres and helpful 
beekeepers can provide expert advice about selecting 
non-sterile flowering plants, with lots of pollen and nectar, 
to fill our gardens. 

Bee swarming season
Honeybee swarms may begin in late 
August, and last till Christmas. Bee 
swarming is a natural part of a healthy 
honeybee colony’s life cycle. With tummies 
full of honey, swarming bees are usually 
very docile. They generally ‘just hang’ in 
a tight protective clump, about the size of a 
football, around their Queen bee about two metres above 
the ground. The swarm literally waits, ‘hangs’ patiently 
for a few hours up to a day, for a handful of scout bees 
to return to the swarm with the good news ‘they have 
found a great spot for the new colony to live” – hopefully 
not your wall cavity or a neighbours compost bin. If you 
see a swarm, it is important to stay calm, act promptly 
and contact a local beekeeper to safely relocate, not 
exterminate, bee swarms and bee nests.  
This information was provided by Jane and Peter Dyer 
www.backyardhoney.com.au 

COVID and Spring
– Owen Clark

I put out my bins the other day, 
Looked over the road across the way. 
Into my sight popped a flowering tree. 
So full of flowers, and so great to see. 
It’s exploded to life with all its zing. 
Ah COVID you can’t defeat the spring
We must walk to feel dutiful. 
We see blossoms so beautiful 
Through winter, trees were stark, skies were grey, 
Now what we see takes our breath away. 
Now you go on, do your horrid thing, 
But COVID, you can’t hold back the spring

Last autumn leaves gave up, dropped, and died. 
Though colourful, now in mulch they hide. 
All winter the tree trunks were so bleak, 
Now buds are swelling, see their green streak. 
Soon green will sparkle on every limb 
COVID no way can you prevent the spring 
You think you’re clever as germs you spread, 
And you have no heart when folks are dead. 
You’ve caused havoc worse than any flu. 
Well just do the worst that you can do! 
When you’ve hurt us all, and had your fling, 
COVID, you’re done, you can’t defeat the spring.

COVID, what dirt, to stress us all at work. 
And you think we’re fools and shut our schools 
You stopped us breathing good, clean air 
You stopped us traveling everywhere 
So you think you’re smart with all your sting 
COVID you can’t win, you can’t stop the spring
You hurt our lives, you wrecked our time, 
We’re locked at home, and stuck in a bind. 
But change is coming, gardens are growing, 
Flowers blooming, and colours glowing, 
The sun is shining, and the birds, they sing.

Pollinator Week   
Pollinators, bees and butterflies – team players in a 
healthy biodiverse community. Stay calm and thank 
the bees and butterflies in our gardens, parklands and 
byways – these happy pollinators play a critical role in 
local and global food security. Pollinators are responsible 
for the coffee, apples, blueberries, nuts, onions, oranges, 
plums, pumpkin, and strawberries we love. Discover 
more and support a Pollinator Event at  
https://www.australianpollinatorweek.org.au 

You can support healthy bees and other pollinators by 
planting lots of non-sterile flowers, perennials, natives, 

The Sensory GardenThe Sensory GardenThe Sensory Garden
– Liz Reid

mailto:lizat31h@gmail.com
http://www.backyardhoney.com.au
https://www.australianpollinatorweek.org.au
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You Matter
Creating homes with hope
– Chris Young

Those escaping domestic violence typically return to the 
abusive partner six times before making the final break. 
Some – particularly women with children – return because 
they are unable to provide everyday necessities such as 
beds, a washing machine to wash their kids’ clothes, a 
fridge to store fresh food. Some feel they simply cannot 
do it on their own. There is a compelling need for support 
to break this cycle of returning to abuse. 

Charities and not-for-profit organisations, such as 
EDVOS, help find housing for women escaping domestic 
violence. https://www.edvos.org.au/ While this provides 
essential security, these women may find themselves 
with little else. Surrey Hills residents Rochelle and Maxine 
established You Matter to address this need. 

You Matter responds quickly when they are notified 
someone is moving to new accommodation, setting up 
the house so the person moves into a welcoming home. 
They first identify the woman’s furnishing needs and 
likings – does she have kids, their ages, what are her 
furnishing preferences and so on. They then draw from 
their stock of donations, – most of which are recycled  
but all in very good condition, including fridge and 
washing machine. Milk, bread, and groceries donated 
by shoppers at Coles Local Surrey Hills are ready in the 
fridge, plus food for a meal or two. And there are always 
fresh flowers. 

You Matter’s work has already helped change the lives 
of survivors of domestic violence. This is summed up in 
comments by women the organisation has assisted: 

…For the first time in years I was given something that 
was mine.…It’s a home and for someone who has lost 
everything I could not believe the generosity.’

‘You guys help me to stand up and move forward, now I 
have enough courage to start my new life.’ 
‘You Matter filled my new life with hope and showed me I 
am valued…I couldn’t speak more highly of You Matter. 

In our society there have always been women who suffer 
from domestic violence – physical, sexual, financial or 
emotional. In our current lockdown, this has intensified. 
During the first lockdown, the Australian Institute of 
Criminology reported an increase in domestic violence. In 
the five weeks after that lockdown ended You Matter set 
up six houses for women from our community. 

This second lockdown has been even more restrictive: 
You Matter are preparing for a substantial increase in 
the number of women seeking freedom from abuse for 
themselves and their children. 

You Matter is unique because it does not simply furnish a 
house – though that is a vital service. You Matter creates 
a home ready to live in and gives the occupants a clear 
sense that they are valued by their community. Currently 
their activities are concentrated in the Boroondara area, 
with plans, over the next five years, to extend this support 
to women across Melbourne and regional Victoria. 

Established only last year, You Matter has already, 
set up nineteen new homes. The founders, Rochelle 
and Maxine have established a network of volunteers, 
collected furniture donations and organised storage. 
You Matter has received welcome support from our 
community, including the City of Boroondara, Surrey 
Hills Neighbourhood Centre, firms such as Savi Design 
Agency, lawyers Minter Ellison, Radisson Hotels, 
The Pullman, Wilson Storage, and Tontine, and local 
businesses like Ben The Butcher, Flower Pot Florist, 
Maison on Maling, and several others.

You Matter volunteers take on many roles. Some join 
home-making teams, under trained Co-Ordinators, others 
repair furnishings to make them ready for use. Yet others 
provide logistics and administration. 

Within the short time in operation, You Matter have 
become a registered charity and received deductible gift 
recipient status allowing them to provide tax receipts for 
donations. They will be very grateful for any contribution 
which you can give – donating cash via their website, 
home furnishings in good condition, or your time as 
a volunteer. They have made a strong beginning in 
addressing this need, but they have a long way to go, 
and they will not be able to do this without community 
support. Find ways you can help at: www.facebook.com/
youmatter.org.au/ and www.youmatter.org.au/ 
Chris Young lives in Surrey Hills and was a member  
of You Matter’s inaugural committee

Letter to the Editors
Eastsider News
Where else but Boroondara/Whitehorse? A folly perhaps 
but ‘Eastsider News’ is off and running to the delight 
of many. A local newspaper is valued by the local 
progressive Romantic Liberals who otherwise read the 
‘soft left’ progressive ‘The Age’, shunning the right-wing 
‘Herald Sun’ from the Murdoch Press. The Canberra 
Liberals are a vast distance away from this community 
that voted 64% YES to the Republic and 74% YES to 
the LGBTI Marriage Law Survey. This is supported by 
the high activism for Climate Change and recognition of 
Traditional Ownership such as paying rent on stolen land 
as advocated by Greens Senator Linda Thorpe.

These are the cappuccino and Chardonnay types who, in 
better times, chatted in local cafés reading the Murdoch 
press Herald Sun, for free, while deliberating endlessly 
over Climate Change, President Trump, Boris Johnson 
and complaining about neo-liberals, while consuming 
minor amounts of goat’s cheese on low-fat salads.

The future holds a kaleidoscope of ideas for articles in 
Eastsider News unexpected for a community that voted 
49% Liberal + 9% Independent Liberal, 21% Greens, and 
17% Labor federally in Kooyong, but spectacularly voted 
a Labor member, John Kennedy to the State seat of 
Hawthorn. The burghers of leafy Boroondara/Whitehorse 
look forward to future editions of Eastsider News.

Malcolm Cameron, Camberwell

If you, or someone you know,  
is experiencing domestic violence,  
Call: 1800 Respect (1800 737732)  

or EDVOS 9259 4200.

Sign of the times?

E C O 1 K I T C H E N S . C O M . A U

290 Canterbury Road, Surrey Hills, VIC 3127

Email - eco1kitchens@iinet.net.au 
Birgit - 0428 881 901Paul - 0420 929 003  

Looking to update 
your kitchen or 
bathroom?
We design + build affordable custom built kitchens and bathrooms 
using sustainable, non-toxic materials to ensure your new kitchen 
or bathroom is not only beautiful and functional, but also safe for 
your family and the environment.

To book a FREE consultation to discuss a solution that fits your 
home, your budget and your lifestyle contact us at -

https://www.edvos.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/youmatter.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/youmatter.org.au/
http://www.youmatter.org.au/
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Changing their 
world with music
– Mike Daly

Melbourne’s COVID-19 lockdown has found many of us 
spending a lot more time browsing online and exploring 
the internet while physical travel is constrained. YouTube, 
in particular, has provided many interesting snippets of 
info, from cooking lessons to musical revelations like 
‘Playing For Change’.

I discovered the latter while trawling for music 
performances from artists locked down in their home 
studios (you can even access guitar lessons from musos 
including US-based Aussies Anne McCue and Keith 
Urban). Urban also plays multiple instruments (the power 
of video recording) with wife Nicole Kidman joining in, on 
a great version of Steve Winwood’s Higher Love.
But perhaps the most impressive offerings have been 
from ‘Playing For Change’, a self-styled “movement 
created to inspire and connect the world through music”. 

North East Link
vital infrastructure or 
environmental disaster?
– Leigh Naunton

The North East Link is a massive road and tunnel project 
which will sweep down from the current end of the 
Ring Road in Greensborough to connect to the Eastern 
Freeway at Bulleen Road, next to Bellevue Primary 
School. A huge interchange is to be built there, requiring 
the relocation of the Boroondara Tennis Centre. The 
tunnel, under the course of the Yarra in its southern 
section, will extend from Lower Plenty Road in Rosanna, 
commencing with an enormous trench; and go to just 
south of the Veneto Club in Bulleen Road. There will 
be another interchange at Manningham Road with the 
consequent loss of many businesses and properties and 
a 300+-year old National Trust classified tree, one of 
26,000 trees lost along the corridor. 

The Eastern Freeway will be widened, with up to 24 
lanes, and much of its median strip will go, killing any 
possibility of rail to Doncaster. Traffic will increase on 
many feeder and off-take roads, including Bulleen Road 
and Doncaster Road. Preparations have started in the 
northern section, generating noise and dust and blocking 
access to people’s houses. Sewer and other service 
works are about to commence. But no major contract has 
yet been signed, giving hope the project can be stopped.

Why is this happening? 
Traffic, especially trucks, on Rosanna Road and 
elsewhere, is an issue. The main alternative, with a longer 
tunnel under Greensborough from the end of the Ring 
Road, would be costlier. The road planners might think 
that increased traffic on the Eastern Freeway will create 
pressure for a rebirth of the East-West Link. The Ring 
Road is unfinished business. And governments love big 
projects – it makes them look like they are doers. 

The main reason, however, is that successive Victorian 
governments have been caught in the roads thinking rut, 
and have become locked into building roads instead of 
substantially improving public and active transport and 

Its creators, Mark Johnson and Whitney Kroenke, believe 
music “has the power to break down boundaries and 
overcome distances between people”, exemplified by an 
award-winning documentary, A Cinematic Discovery of 
Street Musicians.

On one ‘Playing For Change’ video Beatle Ringo Starr’s 
opening drum salvo segues to a terrific, multi-national 
version of The Weight from guitarist Robbie Robertson 
(formerly of Bob Dylan’s The Band and latterly director 
Martin Scorsese’s collaborator on music for movies such 
as The Irishman). Incidentally, Robbie’s son Sebastian is 
co-producer of this clip.

The music opens out to include US bluesman Marcus 
King, Italian guitarist Roberto Luti, US female singer/
guitarists Larkin Poe, Japanese guitarist Char, Congolese 
singer Mermans Mosengo, guitarist Ali Boulala from 
Bahrain, a Barcelona percussionist, Japanese pianist 
Keiko Komaki, Hawaiia guitarist Taimane, singer/guitarist 
John Cruz (Hawaii) and US bassist Hutch Hutchinson, an 
Argentinian accordion player, an oud player from Bahrain, 
a Nepalese sitar player…you get the idea!

Other artists participating include The Doobie Brothers 
(Listen To The Music), Grateful Dead (Ripple), Buddy 
Guy (Skin Deep) and ensemble performances of classics 
from La Bamba and Guantanamera to the Rolling Stones’ 

freight by rail. The proportion of trips made in cars has 
not declined in the last thirty years. That was always bad. 
In this climate and ecological crisis it is intolerable.

Does this project stack up? 
From 1972, when community action stopped the first 
version of this project, the community has pushed back, 
saying the cost is too high and superhighways ruin our 
environment and health with emissions and noise. Yet we 
are still stuck in the 1970s, too reliant on cars. There have 
always been superior solutions: better public transport, 
pedestrian and bike routes, rail freight from hubs and, 
especially now, more working from home.

Now there are now even more compelling reasons to 
rethink our reliance on road transport: our city is clogged 
with cars and trucks; vehicle emissions are 18% of total 
greenhouse gases and rising; electric vehicles are no 
answer, as about half the particles are from tyres and 
brakes, and cars keep us locked into car parks instead 
of urban parks; tunnels produce massive waste some of 
which is toxic; and our green spaces and urban wildlife, 
already under immense pressure, are devastated in the 
corridors of these projects.

A series of experts report that the $16 billion project  
does not stack up economically as a COVID recovery 
exercise, a cost to Victorians, or a solution to our 
infrastructure problems.

What is your Council doing about this?
The four Councils in the path of this project, Banyule, 
Boroondara, Manningham and Whitehorse, seemed 
to agree. They started legal action against the North 
East Link Authority (NELA), on the grounds that the 
Environmental Effects Statement was not about the final 
plan, but a draft. Then they pulled out before the case 
went to court, and NELA gave them a “seat at the table” 
for the final design process and some cash for minor 
roads-related projects. Each signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU), including a confidentiality clause 
under which they can tell their constituents only what is 
already in the public domain, thus preventing Councillors 
from disclosing any harmful effects that come to their 
attention. NELA is refusing to release the MoU.

What about community action?
Now that the Councils have capitulated, the community 
is stepping up. Community groups long opposed to the 
project have banded together as the #StopNorthEastLink 
Alliance. They are contacting all candidates in the four 
Council areas asking them to commit to oppose the 
project and withdraw from the confidentiality agreement. 
They are urging all concerned citizens to do the same. 

Can they succeed? Is this a lost cause? The groups say: 
the stakes are too high to give up, and they deserve 
strong support in their endeavour; community action has 
stopped massive projects before including the 1970s 
version of this one; and most importantly, if we do not 
join the fight against destructive development we are 
complicit in our own fate.

Leigh Naunton is a 40-year resident of Boroondara, a 
retired psychologist and program evaluation consultant, 
and is active in climate-related campaigns including 
#StopNorthEastLink, Kooyong Climate Change Alliance 
and #StopAdani. He can be contacted at 
leigh@naunton.name

Honky Tonk Women, Crosby Stills and Nash’s Teach Your 
Children and Ben E. King’s Stand By Me.

For any lover of ’60s and ’70s rock and pop this is a 
musical treasure trove. And if you really want to help 
change children’s lives worldwide, membership costs 
$US5 a month or $US50 annually at  
www. playingforchange.org

Is your business new to, 
or developing Import or 
Export trades?

Avoid the usual pitfalls 
beforehand.

Aries Logistics Consultancy is offering a 
NO charge, obligation free consultation, for 
commercial cargo business. We have over 40 
years’ experience with International Air and 
Sea freight Logistics with a reliable network of 
overseas agents assisting in all aspects of:

- Air and Sea freight forwarding
- Local and overseas cartage
- Australian Customs reporting and compliance
- Customs Brokerage.

Contact us through our website: 

www.arieslogistics.com.au 
or respond directly to:

lew@arieslogistics.com.au
Lew Mckenna – Sales Director

mailto:leigh@naunton.name
http://www.playingforchange.org
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One Club One Team
– Bill Uncles

Box Hill (the Broncos) is the longest established Eastern 
Suburbs Rugby Club, playing in the Premier Men’s 
grade with many premierships. The Club is diverse and 
inclusive having a long tradition of men’s senior and 
junior rugby combined with the Masters team and, since 
1997, the women’s teams known as the Fillies who have 
three Premierships to their name. The club also has 
a wheelchair rugby team, and runs regular Thursday 
evening touch football sessions for community members.

Rugby is by its nature an extreme contact sport, both 
in the contest for the ball and in defensive tackling. 
Hence COVID restrictions have affected activities heavily. 
The club members have actively kept in contact with 
members in the spirit of RUOK, and keep members 
informed of developments via social media. Players 
groups have been actively involved in team and theme 
WhatsApp groups.

Jack Goodman the club president explained that COVID 
has given the club leaders a chance to review and 
restructure the club around the theme of ‘One Team One 
Club’. A key activity has been the involvement of high 
calibre international players and coaches in a series of 
Zoom meetings over nine weeks. 

to appreciate mundane things: picking up a camera and 
documenting his life saw one become more aware of 
his artistic calling. While university work never left the 
equation, hobbies, lost passions, and quiet moments 
allowed individuals to kickback and feel they’d lived a 
full day. Dissociating from our laptops and filling the time 
normally spent commuting, we discovered hidden parks, 
talked to the old cat-lady on our street and realised we 
were speaking to one of the founding feminists. We found 
magic in our 5km radius. 

Time spent with family and partners has been mixed. 
Most interviewees enjoyed their opportunity to reconnect. 
One appreciated time with his cute, distracting, trouble-
making baby sisters. Another, alienated from his parents 
as he hid his identity as a young queer male, was forced 
to stay home. Expecting to feel suffocated masking his 
identity with previous strain on his mental health leading to 
a rejection of himself, his family, and the cultural values of 
his childhood, he discovered miraculous middle ground. 
This middle ground isn’t his complete self but allows him 
to enjoy time with his family without feeling forced to 
be a whole other person. “It made me realise my family 
wasn’t that bad”. Having previously surrounded himself 
with predominantly western friends, he was now able 
to “reconnect with my brown. … I reconnected with my 
cultures, not just family, but the culture that I’m part of that 
I’ve been pushing away - like finding relatable characters 
in books and using things like that to connect with my 
parents”. While not a magical solution with him coming 
out of a glitter filled closet, these are worthy baby steps. 

Another student reported she enjoyed quality time 
and needed fewer breaks from her family. “… we were 

These sessions were designed to improve the capacity 
of the coaches across all sections of the club, to come 
together to improve their skills and build relationships 
across the club. 

This has led to the scheduling of joint senior and junior 
training sessions on a regular basis in 2021 when play 
returns. This increased professionalism in operations will 
be enhanced by the links the club has been developing 
with Deakin University. This provides opportunities for the 
club to improve sports nutrition and apply sport science 
to the club programs, providing practical experience for 
the students. 

The club hopes to provide playing opportunities for 
Deakin students as well, leading to participation in the 
Uni Games Rugby competitions.

The club is well placed for the 2021 season and  
welcome new members into an inclusive environment 
playing what devotees call ‘the game they play in heaven” 
but which most Victorians deride as ‘Cross-Country 
Wrestling’!. Regardless of the name, the Boroncos offer 
a great experience for all community members down at 
Sparks Reserve.

Our sports correspondent must disclose he is a 
former Rugby player with another Melbourne team. 
Any sporting clubs that wish to be contacted simply 
send an email to info@eastsidernews.org.au

so busy at work and then we come back and we just 
need some quiet time of no interaction to recharge our 
batteries but now that work is out of the equation we 
don’t need quiet time from our families …”. It made her 
question the value of money over time. It hasn’t been 
easy sailing: one student who lived with her massive 
family within a larger community admitted to toying with 
the idea of arson.

For the first time in our lifetimes, humans have moved 
through grief with a common denominator; at different 
paces and with individual differences but as a shared 
experience. COVID-19 has required change of everyone, 
our mindsets, our time commitments, our travel, and 
our sociability. The world will look different. Countries in 
lockdown move forward while risking recession, small 
businesses taking the brunt, universities need to fortify 
themselves with sanitation rules, and health promotion will 
shift from management to prevention in community health.

This year is one for the history books and may well be 
a turning point. If online working takes precedence, 
then establishing a work-life balance will take on a new 
meaning. The impact of this pandemic depends on us 
and how we respond. As we wait for normality to resume, 
the time spent with ourselves has the potential to shape 
our future. As we rediscover the world, I ask: is your glass 
half empty or half full?

Jan is a student at Swinburne University of Technology, 
about to complete her final year in a Bachelor’s of 
Health Science. After she graduates she hopes to 
pursue a career in health promotion and medicine, 
taking on an active role in her community.

The Surrey Hills Progress Association has made a 
substantial submission, prepared by member Elizabeth 
Meredith, to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Community 
Access to Parks and Open Space. Historically, little 
forethought was given to the provision of parkland 
during the development of this area. As a result, its 
17.6ha, or 2.4% of open space is a very low ratio per 
capita. The recommended provision of open space 
generally accepted as a starting point is 2.83ha per 1,000 
population but the actual ratio in our area is 0.8ha per 
1,000 population, one third of the base standard. 

There is a dire need for new open space in this area to 
provide for the ever-increasing population. The Surrey 
Hills Progress Association views this as a ‘once in a 
lifetime’ opportunity for State and Local Government 
to work in partnership to provide new community 
open space within the revitalised railway station and 
commercial precincts, in a similar vein to the successful 
implementation of the railway project at Mentone and at 
other places. 

Railway Level Crossing Removal Project
The Surrey Hills Progress Association recently met, with 
Paul Hamer MP in attendance on Zoom, to discuss 
the planned rail project centred on removing the level 
crossings at Mont Albert and Surrey Hills. 

Although no construction dates have been set, concept 
plans are currently being prepared by the Level Crossing 
Removal Project team (LXRP) with future information 
sessions and public consultation promised. 

The SHPA has drawn up a set of expected community 
consultation principles and early ideas. Anybody wishing 
to contribute more ideas or comments is invited to send 
them to shpa3127@gmail.com

Greg Buchanan is President of the Surrey Hills 
Progress Association and can be contacted for further 
information at gbuchanan988@gmail.com

The COVID 
Normal

– Jananie K. H. Pathiraja

In times of disaster, humans are said to undergo five 
stages of grief. Keeping this in mind, I tried my hand 
at mapping the grief my peers at university were 
experiencing in the COVID normal. My interviews focused 
on identifying how and if people progressed through 
these stages: beginning with denying its existence; anger 
as we resisted social distancing; bargaining for an end to 
this new normal; sadness in discovering the line between 
isolation and loneliness; and, finally, acceptance.

Few students understood their responsibility for 
managing time until the lockdown demanded a choice 
between the distractions of Netflix and gruelling two-hour 
online lectures. Sulkily we rose to the challenge, pulled off 
sleepless nights, and completed our work. We won’t be 
lying when we claim these hard won “time management 
skills” on our future job applications.

Those who adopted the COVID curriculum saw their 
work-life balance succumb to intense hours of screen 
time. Asked to define a productive day under lockdown, 
their answers were surprisingly positive. Students learned 

The railway crossing removals 
and public open space

mailto:info@eastsidernews.org.au
mailto:shpa3127@gmail.com
mailto:gbuchanan988@gmail.com
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The Blackburn and District Tree Preservation Society 
(Tree Society) consists of one hundred members, with 
an Executive Committee of six, and a Friends group 
of over one hundred individuals and like-minded 
community groups. The society was formed sixty years 
ago after Blackburn residents, in what is now the City of 
Whitehorse, became concerned at the loss of the natural 
amenity of the newly developed area in which they had 
chosen to live. 

New residents were attracted to Blackburn because 
of its well-vegetated ‘bushy’ landscape complete with 
generous amounts of open space and were prepared to 
fight to preserve it. This community resolve also helped 
Council to create over a dozen bushland parks within 
Whitehorse that remain as ‘jewels in the crown’ for 
parkland in Whitehorse today.

The Tree Society has maintained the philosophy of 
preserving and enhancing the local landscape since 
1959. It continues to encourage sensitive development 
with the protection of the environment paramount.  
It became the voice of many, offering expert advice 
and information, including to council, to retain the treed 

One person’s story at 
Uniting East Burwood
Situated in the grounds of the Burwood Heights Uniting 
Church on the corner opposite Burwood One, Uniting 
East Burwood is a small agency with a big heart. It has 
served the community for nearly five decades, offering 
emergency relief, counselling, support for families, 
Positive Living groups for older people, and homework 
help for Primary School children.

It is administered by a small part-time staff and a large 
number of volunteers who carry out the myriad tasks 
which help to keep the services running smoothly. 
Much of its regular finance comes from donations and 
fundraising. This is the story of one person who left her 
mark on the Centre’s memory.

Pat Harris lived for many years in the Mitcham 
community, where she was fondly known as ‘The Dog 
Lady’ and a lover of animals. She liked helping people 
less fortunate than herself. When she and a friend 
‘discovered’ the work of Uniting East Burwood, they 
began using their cooking talents to contribute – selling 
jams, pickles and relish outside Woolworths supermarket 
in Blackburn South, to raise money for the Centre’s 
Christmas hampers. 

Pat then began bringing countless 
jars of her jam to the Centre, as well 
as 50 individually wrapped Christmas 
cakes and puddings each year. 
Accompanied by large supplies of 

coffee, with the comment – “No-one 
should ever be without coffee!”.  

Pat continued this 
endeavour for over 
twenty-five years.  

She spent the last five 
years of her life in a nursing 

home. After she died in January 2020, aged 92, Uniting 
East Burwood Centre received notification of a bequest 
from her estate, one of many she had left. The money  
will to be used for Emergency Relief and Christmas 
hampers, including purchasing a fridge to keep fruit and 
vegetables fresh.

Pat wanted no thanks, but she will be remembered 
for her decades of ‘helping out’, for a number of 
organizations. For Uniting East Burwood, she is a 
wonderful example of our supporters who, without 
fanfare, maintain their commitment to the work of the 
Centre. We could not do without them – they are an 
important part of all that can be achieved in serving the 
community. In her final gift, Pat showed how much she 
still cared.

aspect as well as to protect the remaining flora and fauna 
in a suburban environment. 

The Tree Society concerns itself with issues involving the 
natural landscape within the City of Whitehorse, and also 
regional, state-wide and national environmental concerns. 
Local issues of interest to the society include:

•	 protection and enhancement of the city’s natural 
landscape

•	 management of municipal parks and open spaces.
•	 planning in relation to preserving vegetation and limiting 

over-development
•	 built landscape and streetscape character 

Current Tree Society committee members are David 
Berry, Brad Baker, Ann Clayton, Mary Crouch, Anne 
Payne OAM, and Dianne Tribe. Tree Society membership 
forms can be downloaded from the website, or contact 
David Berry via the society’s email address. 

Contact Details for the Blackburn and District 
Tree Preservation Society Inc are: Post: PO Box 5, 
Nunawading VIC 3131; Email:bdtpsociety@gmail.com; 
Website: http://www.bdtps.wordpress.com

Using streets wisely
– Chris Trueman

If people won’t be shopping and working in the 
Melbourne CBD, can local services help local people 
resume life with a bit more normality? Can Whitehorse 
and Boroondara Councils help local business to meet 
people’s needs? The answer is a firm YES! 
For months now cities all round the world have been 
re-purposing streets and other local public areas to 
use the space more wisely. People dining and enjoying 
themselves locally on our streets, paths, lanes and plazas 
will be a big win-win. More space for social distancing, 
and not feeling compromised inside a small restaurant. 
So it’s good for peoples’ morale and good for small 
business owners to get the extra customers. 

At his news conference on 14 September, Premier Daniel 
Andrews said embracing more outdoor dining would 
“change the way the city operates”. It could prove so 
popular it becomes a lasting feature of hospitality in 
Victoria, from the city to the suburbs and the regions.

“There needs to be some urgency with this,” Andrews 
said. “We don’t want bureaucratic delays. We don’t want 
arguments and debates. We want as many people seated 
in as quick a time as possible, utilising public space that 
has never been on offer previously… We are going to see 
more and more tables on footpaths.”

He said some streets and laneways were likely to be 
closed, parks and gardens near restaurants could 

be transformed and shared areas could be created 
between different businesses. Melbourne City Council is 
concerned that the Melbourne CBD is suffering a lot, and 
Lord Mayor Sally Capp has made several announcements 
about using its road and footpath space more wisely to 
try and bring people back into the CBD safely.

Whitehorse and Boroondara have an opportunity  
to respond in a similar way to help their businesses 
recover and make it safer and more convenient for people 
to stay local. Precincts such as Glenferrie Road and Box 
Hill are suffering and could benefit greatly from some 
creative thinking by Councils. Many smaller shopping 
areas could too.

The Member for Forest Hill, Neil Angus agreed with the 
idea during a Whitehorse Business Group webinar on 8 
September, when he was asked about the use of street 
space to help businesses to recover. He suggested 
that Councils strongly consider it. He was supported by 
several local business people who thought that ‘creative’ 

use of street space and possible road closures near 
Blackburn Station should be considered by Council.

In response to questions asked of Whitehorse  
Council about helping local businesses weather the 
pandemic, the CEO Simon McMillan said, earlier in 
September, “I can advise that Council officers are looking 
into this and [are] researching opportunities that may 
work for Whitehorse”. No further information has yet  
been received.

A similar request to Boroondara Council has not revealed 
any plans they may have. Action is needed now to give 
businesses a good chance to still be there in two years 
post COVID The placemaking projects planned for 
Maling Road and Glenferrie may come too late. With 
Melbourne’s lockdown restrictions eased, our Councils 
must move quickly and creatively to ensure the best 
outcomes for our local economy and community.

9720 4338

We Build Websites &
Update pre-existing sites

We also work with:

Domain Names

Got a question?
Call us now on

Website & Email Hosting

We’ll even train you how to 
update your own website!

Search Engine Optimization

The Blackburn and District 
Tree Preservation Society Inc.

mailto:bdtpsociety@gmail.com
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The wisdom 
of walking
– Bryan Long

Nietzsche once wrote, ‘All great thoughts are conceived 
by walking’. One of the most noticeable results of 
COVID-19 is the number of people out walking – couples, 
families, dogs on leads – all socializing at a distance, all 
ready to exchange greetings, all enjoying a relaxing time 
together, activities which I suspect were not previously 
part of their regular routines. 

While I have felt constrained and certainly bored at times, 
the fact that it has been an undemanding and calm  
space has forced me into reflection, even a reassessment 
of priorities. 

I’ve just read Paula Constant’s Slow Journey South, 
where she broke away from the conventional routines 
in Australia to walk 12,000km from Trafalgar Square to 
Morocco – and then across the Sahara, with her camels! 
For Paula it was a journey of unparalleled self- discovery. 
Walking is good for the soul because, whatever faith 
or spiritual path you follow, it unites the body and spirit 
in a whole being. Apart from the physical benefits of 

stepping away from the daily routines to walk and reflect, 
it reminds us that we are connected to the wholeness of 
creation and our desire to be an integral part of it. 

Like us, many of you are probably walking the 
neighbourhood regularly during this COVID-19 time.  
The simple pleasure of rhythm, motion and breathing is, 
in itself, relaxing. Hugh MacKay wrote an article about 
New Year’s Resolutions where the majority said they 
wanted to slow down – and I wonder how much of this 
could be achieved by walking places. My wife and I 
have twice completed unforgettable three weeks treks 
in Nepal. The grandeur of the mountains, the wonderful 
people in the villages, crossing rivers on rope bridges, 
the pure scale of the landscape around us, the simplicity 
of Nepalese rural life, the thrill of walking in the rarefied 
atmosphere on the ‘roof of the world’ – and everyday  
just walking. 

And then the more sedate walking in Europe, where we 
talked with walkers on the Camino de Santiago trail and 
where there is a constant sacred link with the churches, 
monasteries, and legends of faith along the way. St Paul 
knew the power of walking. He probably walked most 
days of his life. “For we walk by faith, not by sight”, he 
said in a letter to his friends. He encouraged his followers 
to walk, focusing on the eternal rather than the temporal: 
it took away distractions and gave them time to reflect; 
it connected them with creation – and at times probably 
brought unexpected inspiration. 

with plenty of opportunities to build relationships and 
grow your business. 

The City of Whitehorse is home to a huge variety of 
public and private sector organisations and has seen 
significant investment into the local health, education, 
retail and development sectors. Our events are hosted 
within this dynamic growth hub where opportunity knocks 
for businesses looking to increase their exposure, explore 
new markets and expand their reach.

A board of directors dedicated to better business. 
The Whitehorse Business Group is unique from other 
networking groups in that we have a dedicated part-time 
administrator and events coordinator, and a board of 
directors to oversee the objectives and direction of the 
group. This is the key to our success. We’re dedicated to 
ensuring our events don’t disappoint. 

Our board members add significant value to the group’s 
strategic direction and draw from a diverse range of 

You don’t need to be a person of faith to appreciate 
the wisdom of Paul. Somehow, I feel it’s only when we 
walk a place we have the right to say we’ve really been 
there: you feel connected; you see details you never see 
from a car – or even a bike. Whether it’s a half hour walk 
around the streets, or a three week trek in the Himalayas, 
everywhere is in walking distance if you make the time. 
So get out and walk friends! It’s easy. You just put one 
foot in front of the other – and leave the phones at home!

– Laura Laje

The Whitehorse Business Group is an independent, not-
for-profit organisation committed to helping Melbourne 
businesses connect, learn and grow. We do this by 
hosting regular networking events and professional 
development workshops known for raising the standard 
and providing exceptional value to members and guests 
who attend. 

We seek out inspiring and thought-provoking speakers to 
challenge intelligent business leaders in how they think 
and what they do. Our workshops are created to help 
you with the common challenges of running a business 
and to do business in a better way. Our events are well 
organised, promoted, and well attended to help you raise 
your professional or business profile. 

We help businesses thrive in Melbourne’s dynamic 
growth hub. We’re located in Box Hill, in Melbourne’s 
central eastern suburbs, within the City of Whitehorse. It’s 
a thriving, rapidly growing metropolitan business district 

Introducing the Whitehorse Business Group Inc.

In the next edition
The deadline for articles to be submitted for the next 
edition of Eastsider News is 20 November, with the 
edition due to go online early December. The December 
edition will report on the results of the Whitehorse and 
Boroondara elections, and newly elected councillors will 
be invited to contribute to the edition. Hopefully, there will 
be article on the progress of the beginning of recovery 
from the COVID-19 restrictions. Joyous articles about 
plans for Christmas and holidays will receive priority!

Have you got something to say?
The articles in the first edition of Eastsider News came 
through word of mouth contacts from a variety of 
personal and community networks. Now they are flowing 
in also from amongst the hundreds of new subscribers 
and the thousands of people who have clicked on the 
website. These networks are evolving and expanding 
rapidly – which that cheeky stand-up comedian still refers 
to as ‘the rabbit principle’. If you are reading this, then 
you are part of that evolution, and therefore invited to 
submit your news, stories, ideas, photos, and Letters to 
the Editors for the next and subsequent editions.  
Email to info@eastsidernews.org.au

The guidelines for writing for Eastsider News are:
• Length and quality: ranging from 400-900 words, occasionally longer, but always well written, and concise
• Relevance: local public interest, but sometimes with a broader context
• Style: personal, but varied – story, humour, technical, creative, cartoons, etc 
• Evidence-based: transparency about whether it is factual or opinion
• Language: can be expressive, but respectful and non-defamatory, with a focus on information, ideas, or issues, 
• Text: to be submitted as an unformatted Word document by email
• Photos and graphics: to be submitted as stand-alone 300dpi resolution jpegs by email info@eastsidernews.org.au
• Author’s information: name and suburb for publication, an email address for follow-up but not publication.  

An author’s headshot and short bio is optional
• The Editors will usually accept material as written, but may make minor changes to improve clarity, readability, or focus.

The types of articles are expected to include:
• General interest: local environment, planning and development, social issues, health, etc
• Local activity centres and organisations: community centres, schools, churches, social groups, sports clubs, business,  

service clubs, universities, etc
• Socio-demographic groups: eg ethnic, age, ability, household types, etc
• Council business: Boroondara and Whitehorse ward reports, consultations, etc
• Personalities: interviews with interesting ‘ordinary’ people, and related events
• Culture, hobbies: art, music, recipes, eating out – and more.

The intent is to produce an edition every two months but, to stay accurate and relevant, online versions may be added to and 
updated more frequently.  

www.eastsidernews.org.au 
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experiences in business. Well connected, they share an 
understanding of how valuable networking is for business 
and personal growth. 

A voice for business with Council connections
The Whitehorse Business Group has been connecting 
and supporting the business community for over 20 
years. We’re well supported and highly regarded by the 
City of Whitehorse. We provide a voice for local business 
and input into Council’s economic strategy. With two 
Council representatives on our board at any one time, 
the Whitehorse Business Group is well positioned to 
foster beneficial partnerships between Council and local 
business. If you’re a business operating within the City of 
Whitehorse, we can help guide you on business issues 
relating to Council or connect you with the right Council 
representative so you can avoid a run around.

Ready to join us?  Due to COVID-19 restrictions, all our networking activities are now FREE and hosted virtual via Zoom. If you would 
like to join us during our next session, visit: www.whitehorsebusinessgroup.com.au/event, give us a ring on 9275 6910 or send us an 
email: info@whitehorsebusinessgroup.com.au Looking forward to getting to know you and your business soon! 

Answers to the page 4 puzzle:
“Parallel lines have much in common. With social distancing the order 
of the day, what is something they can never do?” They can never meet!

Quizling page 10 answers:
1. astounding+t = outstanding
2. Mad/nuts; trim/neat; stir/tease
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